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We’re all on the Same Team
Whether you are living with type 1 diabetes (T1D), or a 
friend or loved one has been diagnosed with the disease.

Whether you are helping to find a cure for T1D by 
fundraising, enrolling in a clinical trial, attending an 
event or Gala, or participating in the TELUS Walk to 
Cure Diabetes or Ride for Diabetes Research.

Whether you are helping to raise awareness of T1D 
by lobbying the government, speaking at events, or 
sharing your story with those you meet.

Whether you are lending an ear, a kind word, or a 
helping hand to someone newly diagnosed with T1D 
and their family to help them adjust to their new life.

You are a MVP.

Thank you for being a member of the JDRF team!

Ava, T1D since 2008; and Adora, T1D since 2010.

Front cover (left to right): Olivia, T1D since 2005; 
Lara, T1D since 1985; Mikaila, T1D since 1998; 
Evan, T1D since 2008; Katerina, T1D since 2000; 
and Elizabeth, T1D since 1972.



It’s been 38 historic years since JDRF Canada 
was created, and we couldn’t be more proud of 
where we are today.

As the leading funder and advocate for 
type 1 diabetes (T1D) science, JDRF remains more 
committed than ever to helping people at all ages 
and all stages of the disease live better, longer, 
healthier lives. They are the reason JDRF exists and 
remain at the forefront of everything we do. Thanks 
to dedicated supporters like you, we have proven 
just how much can be accomplished through world-
leading research and innovation. Now, as we set 
out together to continue our mission of finding a 
cure for T1D and its complications, we are poised to 
accomplish even more.

One of the largest government partnerships in 
Canadian diabetes history, JDRF Canadian Clinical 
Trial Network (JDRF CCTN) is at the centre of 
Canadian and worldwide efforts to find a cure for 
diabetes. With a broad mission spanning advanced 
technology like the artificial pancreas, cutting-edge 
immune therapies, and other biological interventions, 
this ambitious initiative is bringing new, advanced 
therapies for diabetes and its related complications 
to Canadians faster and increasing our national 
capacity for clinical trials.

Since 2009, JDRF CCTN has rapidly evolved into 
a groundbreaking initiative that is accelerating 
solutions for the management, care, and cure of T1D. 
Established in partnership with the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario’s 
Southern Ontario Development Program, JDRF CCTN 
aggressively translates discoveries into treatments, 
drugs, and therapies that help people with T1D live 
healthier lives now, while we work toward a cure. Hard 
work, dedication, determination, and commitment 
have been invested in high-profile, practice-changing 
clinical trials in partnership with leading researchers 
and medical centres throughout southern Ontario. 
During that time, JDRF CCTN has successfully 

launched two clinical trials, 
including one artificial 
pancreas-related trial. By 
March 31, 2012, JDRF CCTN 
surpassed our goals by 
launching nine clinical 
trials and two technology 
projects, including seven 
related to the artificial 
pancreas. JDRF CCTN is 
a shining example of how 
your support is getting us 
closer to a cure.

Thanks to JDRF’s 
influence and 
leadership, the pace of 
diabetes research continues to accelerate. 
Across Canada, we are strategically partnering 
with industry, governments, organizations, 
academia, and clinicians to ensure that JDRF and 
its partners are aligned and working toward a 
common goal of curing, treating, and preventing 
T1D. In the coming year, JDRF is committed to 
building JDRF CCTN and extending its trials to 
individuals and families who are facing T1D in 
every corner of the country. All of this will be 
done while we continue to fund groundbreaking 
basic research across the nation and develop 
a new strategy designed to accelerate the 
translation of scientific breakthroughs into 
potential clinical treatments.

Of course, all this research toward a cure takes 
resources. We are delighted to report that 2011 
was our most successful year ever, concluding 2011 
with over $40 million in total revenue, including 
JDRF CCTN. Our core programs raised $25 million 
in revenue, exceeding our goal of $24 million. With 
your overwhelming support and commitment, our 
core programs and fundraising initiatives have 
once again surpassed expectations. In 2011, the 

TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes raised over 
$7.7 million and the Ride for Diabetes Research 
raised over $7.1 million. The growth of other 
fundraising efforts also continued to climb, with 
our Galas raising over $41 million, and Major Gifts 
generating over $2.81 million.

These significant achievements could not have 
been reached without you. For that, we extend our 
sincere appreciation.

Your support demonstrates that you are standing 
for the possibility that we can find a cure for T1D. 
As donors, partners, supporters, and volunteers, 
you understand the importance of JDRF’s work. 
It is your commitment that enables us to achieve 
significant research discoveries and milestones, 
and it is your commitment that will enable us to 
continue to succeed.

Your commitment, partnership, and ongoing support 
will help us continue to achieve remarkable things. 
Together we are working towards a cure.

Aubrey Baillie

Andrew McKee 
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International Research Review

About JDRF

JDRF Canada is the leading global organization 
focused on type 1 diabetes (T1D) research and 
the largest charitable funder and advocate 

for T1D research. Our mission is to find a cure for 
diabetes and its complications through the support 
of research. 

Founded in 1974 by parents of children with T1D, 
JDRF is passionate about our commitment to 
improving the lives of all people affected by T1D 

by accelerating progress on the most promising 
opportunities for curing, better treating, and 
preventing the disease. JDRF strives to help people 
at all ages and all stages of T1D live better, longer, 
healthier lives.

JDRF has made a bold impact on the research 
landscape by setting the agenda for T1D research 
worldwide. JDRF efficiently and effectively directs 
resources to research designed at finding a cure and 

developing new treatments, drugs and therapies.

Through local Chapters, international affiliates, 
volunteers, staff and corporate partnerships in over 
100 locations worldwide, JDRF offers a diverse 
support network, outreach programs, advocacy 
initiatives, and innovative fundraising programs.

For more information, or to make a donation, please 
visit www.jdrf.ca.

Left to right: Luke, T1D since 2011; Lars, T1D since 2002; Mary Kate, 
T1D since 2001; Annika, T1D since 2006; and Tim, T1D since 2003.



Milestones
In the Beginning
Living with type 1 diabetes (T1D) is such a day-to-
day struggle that it is easy to forget that there was 
a time when this struggle did not exist—it was not 
even possible to struggle against the disease. For 
thousands of years, people knew about T1D and its 
symptoms, such as excessive thirst and frequent 
urination. Yet nothing could be done about T1D. 
Those who suffered from it succumbed to it.

Today
Though not a cure, insulin was, and is, one 
of the most important discoveries in modern 
medicine. The 50 years that followed that first 
milestone discovery bore witness to several 
landmark advancements in T1D science that 
would lay the foundation for the next century of 
progress—stepping stones to the future. From the 
glass syringe and glucose test strips that made 
treatment more accessible, to more efficient 
formulations of insulin and the first pancreas 
transplant, physicians and scientists brought 
forth developments that slowly made T1D a 
manageable disease. In the 1970s, with the aim 
of freeing people from the “life sentence” of T1D 
forever, JDRF was born, and a new, accelerated 
period of discovery began.

1921 
Discovery of Insulin

Testing extracts 
from pancreatic 
islet cells on dogs 
with diabetes, 
Dr. Frederick 
Banting, a 
Canadian surgeon, 

and Charles Best, a 
medical student at the 

University of Toronto, 
discover insulin and 

confirm its relation to diabetes. 
This discovery garners the 1923 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine.

1922 
Mass Production
Fourteen-year-old 
Leonard Thompson, near 

death, becomes the first 
person to receive insulin 

extracts as a treatment for 
diabetes. He quickly recovers. 

Eli Lilly and Company and the University of Toronto 
enter an agreement for the mass production of 
insulin in North America.

1924 
Insulin Syringe
Becton, 
Dickinson and 
Company 
manufactures 
the first 
syringe made 
for insulin 
injection. It 
is made of 
glass, with a 
needle that can 
be resharpened 
for repeated usage. 

The syringe makes insulin 
accessible and diabetes more 

easily manageable. It will be 36 
years before the disposable 
syringe is available.

1934 
Complications

Henry Wagener and Russell 
Wilder, physicians at the 

Mayo Clinic, discover the first 
diabetes-related complication: eye 

disease. Their findings, published in The New 
England Journal of Medicine, begin a debate in 
the medical world about whether complications 
are caused by genetics or by lack of blood 
glucose control.

1936 
Long-Acting 
Insulin
A Danish 
researcher 
named Hans 
Christian 
Hagedorn 

develops 
the first 

intermediate-
acting insulin. It 

is a suspension of 
crystalline zinc insulin 

with the peptide protamine. The insulin 
is mass-produced as NPH (neutral protamine 
Hagedorn) by Nordisk in the 1940s.

1956 
Glucose Test Strips
Helen and Alfred Free, 
research scientists in 
biochemistry, invent a 
“dip and read” urine test 
to measure glucose levels. 
Called Clinistix, the test 
allows instant monitoring of 
glucose levels for the first time.

1966 
Pancreas Transplant

Richard Lillehei 
and William Kelly, 
two surgeons at 
the University 
of Minnesota, 
perform the first 
successful pancreas 

transplant. The 
patient, a 28-year-

old woman who was 
diagnosed with diabetes 

at age nine, receives a 
kidney transplant.
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1970 
JDRF Launches: A New 
Era of Progress Begins
Parents of children with 
T1D, led by Lee Ducat, a 

Philadelphia-area mother, 
launch the Juvenile 

Diabetes Foundation.

1974 
JDRF Canada: The Beginnings of a World Leader
Parents of children with T1D in Montreal, Mitchel 
Garfinkle and Krayna Golfman, establish Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation in Canada.

1970s 
•�Vitrectomy,�an�early�surgical�technique�to�treat�
the effects of diabetic eye disease, is pioneered 
by physicians at a JDRF-funded ophthalmology 
research center.

•�Hormones�that�can�beneficially�alter�the�effect�of�
insulin are discovered, purified, and synthesized.

•�JDRF-funded�research�helps�develop�the�first�
test to measure long-term blood sugar levels: the 
hemoglobin A1C test.

1980s
•�Genetically�engineered�insulin—the�first�human�
protein to be cloned and made by genetic 
engineering—is developed.

•�An�experimental�insulin�pump�is�developed,�
delivering a preprogrammed flow of insulin, with 
larger amounts before meals.

•�Scientists�establish�the�relationship�between�low�
blood sugar and brain metabolism.

•�The�relationship�between�diabetic�eye�disease�
and pregnancy is established—an important step 
in determining preventive measures, since 
diabetic retinopathy may progress more 
rapidly during pregnancy and often 
reverses following delivery.

•�Scientists�find�that�blood�sugar�
control is paramount to healthy 
fetal development.

•�Researchers�advance�the�
understanding of the cells in 
blood vessels that are involved 
in hardening of the arteries 
(arteriosclerosis) that occurs as a 
result of diabetes.

1990s
•�Scientists�develop�a�prototype�drug�that�blocks�
glucose from plugging blood vessels, the main 
cause of vascular narrowing resulting from diabetes.

•�The�relationship�between�diabetic�retinopathy�and�
glycosylated hemoglobin levels is established.

•�The�success�rate�of�pancreas�transplants�
increases, as scientists advance the procedures for 
transplanting whole or partial pancreases.

•�JDRF�establishes�the�first�JDRF�Center�for�Islet�
Transplantation at Harvard Medical School.

•��JDRF�establishes�the�Human�Islet�Distribution�
Program to meet increased demand for insulin-
producing cells.

1999 
Edmonton Protocol
A method of implantation of pancreatic islets for 
the treatment of T1D, the Edmonton Protocol is 
developed and the first transplant is performed by 
researchers at the University of Alberta.

2006 
Artificial Pancreas Project
JDRF launches the Artificial Pancreas Project to 
speed the development of commercially available, 
fully-automated systems to help people with 

diabetes maintain normal blood 
glucose levels.

2009 
JDRF Canadian Clinical 

Trial Network (JDRF 
CCTN)
Created through a $33.9 
million partnership with 
the Government of 
Canada, JDRF CCTN is 
established to accelerate 
solutions for the 

management, care, and 
cure of T1D. 



International Research Review
JDRF Advancements 

From the start, JDRF set forward ambitious 
goals—to find better treatments, ways to 
prevent, and a cure for type 1 diabetes (T1D). 

That goal has been matched by an urgent drive and 
an unrelenting determination.

Today, JDRF is a global research organization 
stretching across nearly 20 countries, leveraging the 
expertise and innovation of leading researchers and 
laboratories, and collaborating with industry partners, 
academia, and policymakers to turn ideas into results, 
and results into solutions. Decade by decade, the 
progress achieved through JDRF’s strategic funding 
and advocacy approaches, its public awareness 

initiatives, the efforts of our thousands of volunteers, 
and the generous gifts of our donors have made a 
continuously positive impact on the way people live 
with T1D—and have brought the hope for a cure into 
sharp focus. It is the millions of people carrying that 
hope—people across the globe, from every walk of 
life, at all ages and all stages of the disease—who will 
determine our future as well.

JDRF Now 
JDRF’s research mission is to discover, develop, and 
deliver advances to cure, better treat, and prevent 
T1D. Curing T1D will require the achievement of insulin 
independence by either 1) restoring beta cell function 
through the regeneration of beta cells, or 2) replacing 
or transplanting glucose-responsive insulin-secreting 
cells. Either solution must be considered with a method 
to prevent the immune attack that destroys these 
cells. Until a cure is at hand, JDRF is committed to 

keeping individuals with T1D healthy and reducing the 
burden of living with the disease by improving glucose 
control. Additionally, JDRF funds research to further 
understand the underlying causes of T1D, in order to 
develop strategies to prevent the disease on both a 
primary level (preventing beta cell autoimmunity) and 
a secondary level (preventing insulin dependence in at 
risk individuals). Our funding commitments span from 
early exploratory research, to clinical trials, to approval 
of new drugs and devices by regulatory agencies. Our 
success is ultimately defined by our ability to catalyze 
novel discoveries and bring new therapies to market. 
In keeping with these carefully defined goals, JDRF 
has identified eight areas of research with the highest 
potential to deliver impact to people with T1D.

1 . Antigen-Specific Therapies 
Imagine a vaccine that could halt the onset of T1D 
in people at risk for the disease. In FY2011, JDRF 
continued to work on this objective and focused 
our efforts on vaccines and immune therapeutics 
that could stop the autoimmune attack on the 
beta cells that produce insulin, thereby thwarting 
the disease. We have prioritized antigen-specific 
therapies which target particular immune cells, 
rather than the entire immune system. These 
therapies seek to eliminate the “bad” immune cells 
that destroy beta cells and/or expand the number 
of “good” immune cells that maintain a healthy 
immune system and keep T1D from developing. 
That said, combining antigen-specific and other 
approaches (which might include anti-inflammatory 
agents, beta cell regeneration agents, and glucose 
control), will ultimately be required to preserve and 
restore healthy beta cell function. In the past year, 

globally, JDRF established a research partnership with 
Selecta Biosciences to support the development of 
an antigen-specific diabetes vaccine. Such a vaccine 
would be used to preserve functional beta cell mass in 
recent-onset T1D to potentially immunize against the 
development of T1D, and to prevent the destruction of 
newly regenerated or replaced beta cells to cure T1D.

2 . Beta Cell Regeneration
We now know that the body is capable of making 
new insulin-producing beta cells, even in people 
who have had T1D for a long time, and we know 
that newly diagnosed individuals still have beta 
cells that can be preserved to secrete insulin. The 
implications of these findings are exciting and lead 

to new and promising possibilities: they suggest 
that the disease may be halted with interventions 
that quickly prompt beta cell survival and beta 
cell regeneration. In FY2011, JDRF-led research 
focused on approaches to trigger the body to 
grow its own beta cells and restore normal insulin 
production. In addition, researchers may be able 
to convert or reprogram other cell types (such 
as liver and pancreatic alpha cells) to become 
beta cells. Generating new cells, reprogramming 
other cell types, and ensuring long-term 
survival of residual or newly generated cells will 
continue to be priority research initiatives. JDRF 
supports these initiatives through partnerships 
with pharmaceutical companies such as Eli Lilly 
and Company, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson. 
Collaborations such as these will help us to 
accelerate the translation of discoveries in beta cell 
survival and regeneration into new therapies.
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3 . Complications Therapies
Living with T1D is surely a physical burden, but it 
is also a psychological one. The fear of developing 
devastating complications is prevalent among the 
millions of people with the disease—complications 
such as kidney and heart disease, blindness, stroke, and 
amputation. JDRF-funded studies have brought us a 
long way in understanding how complications develop 
and progress. In FY2011, we prioritized research that 
focused on building upon this knowledge with the 
aim of accelerating the development of therapies that 
prevent diabetes complications. We are committed 
to understanding why certain individuals develop or 
progress more rapidly than others in complications, 
such as kidney disease. We believe we can exploit this 
knowledge to develop new therapies for complications 

and target them to the right individuals as early as 
possible. In addition, we saw a major advancement 
in the treatment of diabetic eye disease. The drug 
Lucentis was shown not only to arrest, but also to 
reverse diabetic eye disease and improve vision in 
people with diabetic macular edema, which can 
cause blindness. Our commitment to preventing and 
reversing complications is a commitment to delivering 
better, safer, and healthier lives to people living with 
T1D in the near term.

4 . Artificial Pancreas Project
A device that removes the burden of testing 
blood glucose and dispensing insulin might 
not be a cure, but many would consider it a 
life-transforming treatment. The JDRF-funded 
Artificial Pancreas Project was launched in 
2006. Since then, progress on a closed-loop 
artificial pancreas has made significant headway. 

In an advanced system, an insulin pump would 
house a sophisticated computer program 
that automatically calculates and delivers the 
necessary amount of insulin based on readings 
from a continuous glucose monitor. A prototype 
system is currently being used in human trials 
around the world. This past year, JDRF launched 
a multinational study to further the development 
of a “smart” system that reduces the likelihood 
of high or low blood sugar by adjusting insulin 
dosing accordingly. 

5 . Encapsulation
Another possible path to a cure is beta cell 
transplantation, which entails implanting insulin 
producing cells from other sources into people 

with T1D. But implanted cells face a mortal 
challenge: they will die if they are not shielded 
from an autoimmune attack or damaging immune 
responses that target them.

JDRF-led research seeks to tackle this challenge 
with its encapsulation program, which involves 
encasing live cells so that they are safe from 
immune attack and can survive over time. A 
protective, semi-permeable shield would allow beta 
cells in islets to sense glucose and produce insulin, 
while protecting them from the autoimmune attack 
that leads to T1D. Islet cell transplants have already 
been successful in reducing the insulin needs of 
people with T1D. Encapsulation could dramatically 
increase the rate of successful islet transplants 
while eliminating the need for immune-suppressing 
drugs. JDRF is funding a three-year initiative to 
encapsulate islet cells. This past year, a JDRF-led 
workshop brought together more than 40 experts 

on beta cell encapsulation to discuss progress and 
identify gaps. We will be significantly expanding 
funding opportunities for encapsulation research 
in FY2012, while fostering collaboration between 
industry and academic partners.

6 . Biomarkers
T1D is not the exact same disease in all people 
who are affected by it—there is genetic variation in 
the disease, and this fact impacts whether or not 
a treatment will work for a particular individual. 
Biomarkers (biological markers) would give 
researchers vital clues, telling them which treatments 
would benefit different individuals with T1D. JDRF 
is prioritizing biomarker research with the goal 
of accelerating our efforts to translate significant 

research results into available treatments. Over the 
past few years, JDRF has brought together scientists 
from multiple disciplines to develop new biomarker 
methodologies, including: strategies to stage the 
onset and progression of the autoimmune response 
associated with T1D; innovative imaging techniques 
that take snapshots of beta cells in the pancreas; 
and predictive markers of the effectiveness of 
new therapies aimed at relieving beta cell stress 
or promoting beta cell regeneration. Efforts in 
imaging have revealed that a technique that was 
used in cancer patients can also be used to view 
islet cells in the pancreas, giving researchers a 
status report on beta cell quantity and functioning. 
In short, identifying and developing biomarkers 
and imaging technology could have a direct 
impact on the success of promising paths, such 
as beta cell regeneration and addressing beta cell 
autoimmunity—speeding our progress toward a cure.



7 . Glucose-Modulating Agents
People with T1D strive for the tightest blood 
glucose control possible. But the standard 
treatment—delivering insulin by injection or pump—
still involves quite a bit of guesswork, with less than 
optimal results. JDRF is focused on reinventing 
insulin to do extraordinary things, such as 
responding to glucose levels in real time to better 
mimic healthy beta cells. Glucose-responsive insulin 
would be released as the body needs it, just like 
insulin in a healthy pancreas. JDRF has supported 
the development of these glucose-responsive 
insulins by funding a small biotech company, 
SmartCells (which was acquired by Merck this past 
year), and by offering a prize to stimulate further 

innovation in this promising area in FY2012. In lifting 
the burden of frequent blood sugar testing and 
insulin dosing, glucose-responsive insulins would 
promise a better quality of life. And by delivering 
optimal glucose control, these insulins would go 
a long way in helping to prevent the devastating 
complications of T1D.

8 . Primary and Secondary Prevention
Year after year, more people are developing T1D. 
What’s striking is that people are developing the 
disease much earlier in life. Projections suggest 
that children aged five years and under will soon 
represent most of the new cases of T1D in some 
countries in Europe, with similar trends appearing 

in the United States. JDRF is leading efforts in T1D 
prevention and considers it an urgent priority. Our 
research focus includes both primary prevention 
(intervention before the autoimmune attack on beta 
cells) and secondary prevention (preventing the 
onset of insulin dependence after the attack). Our 
momentum in FY2012 will build on three positive 
developments: first, a better understanding of both 
the T1D disease process and the history of childhood 
onset; second, the ability to screen people for risk of 
T1D, and to more precisely chart the progression of 
the disease; and third, the development of therapies 
that can preserve some beta cell function in recent-
onset cases—therapies that potentially can be 
applied to secondary prevention.

What is a Cure?

Many people agree that the ideal cure for T1D 
would be a short course of therapy that frees 
people with T1D from constant blood glucose 

testing, insulin injections, carbohydrate counting, 
and complications. JDRF has learned, however, that 
there are many individuals living with the disease who 
would feel “cured” with a treatment that significantly 
reduces the complexity of their current therapeutic 
regimen and keeps them safer and healthier as 
research progresses toward the ideal cure.

We know from the T1D community—individuals with 
T1D, their families, and caregivers—that the delivery 
of a cure may come in different forms, largely 
depending on the age of the person and the stage of 
the disease. We also know that reduced complexity of 
management and increased safety are non-negotiable. 
Depending on the individual’s perspective, a cure 

could be organ or islet transplantation, implanted islets 
from pig or stem cell sources, an artificial pancreas 
device, glucose-responsive insulin, or another drug 
therapy. At JDRF, we believe it is our responsibility to 
acknowledge every one of these perspectives. As we 
work toward a cure, our expanded research agenda 
follows a variety of paths representing the needs and 
perspectives of the panorama of people that make up 
the T1D community.

Individual perspectives, scientific feasibility, and 
commercial viability are all working together to 
transform the cure from a lofty goal to a deliverable 
therapy. These elements are essential to developing 
the breakthrough treatments considered to be 
first-generation cures. Today, three treatments show 
tremendous promise to dramatically change the lives 
of people living with T1D:

Cell-based — implantable device with encapsulated 
cells to stimulate the production of insulin without the 
risk of immune attacks

Drug-based — insulin that responds to high blood 
glucose levels, reducing the need for constant testing 
and injections for a defined period of time 

Device-based — automated insulin delivery using 
continuous glucose monitoring and insulin pump 
technology to achieve better control and prevent the 
dangers of hyper- and hypoglycemia.

Exciting and transformative treatments are on the 
horizon. Through our unwavering support of research, 
JDRF will continue to play a vital role in treating, 
preventing, and eventually curing T1D.



Back row: Evan, T1D since 2008; Mikaila, T1D since 1998; 
Jennifer, T1D since 1988; and Bradley, T1D since 2005. 
Front row: Ryan, T1D since 2008; and Adora, T1D since 2010.



9JDRF Canadian Clinical 
Trial Network

The history of diabetes research in Canada 
is, in every sense, a history of innovation; 
however, 2011 marked an especially 

significant year for JDRF and type 1 diabetes (T1D) 
research in Canada. Now in the second year of our 
partnership with the Government of Canada, JDRF 
Canadian Clinical Trial Network (JDRF CCTN) is 
conducting advanced clinical trials of leading-
edge treatments and technologies for T1D to 
provide Canadians with the disease access to the 
latest diabetes breakthroughs. Supported through 
a $20 million commitment from the Federal 
Economic Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario’s Southern Ontario Development Program 
and an additional $13.9 million commitment from 
JDRF, this $33.9 million investment is helping 
to ensure that Canada maintains its tradition of 
innovation in diabetes research.

In two short years, JDRF CCTN has rapidly evolved 
into a groundbreaking initiative that is accelerating 

solutions for the management, care, and cure 
of T1D. The largest government partnership in 
Canadian diabetes history, JDRF CCTN is at the 
centre of Canadian and worldwide efforts to find 
a cure, with a broad mission spanning advanced 
technology like the artificial pancreas, cutting-
edge immune therapies, and other biological 
interventions. This ambitious initiative is bringing 
new, advanced therapies for diabetes and its 
complications to Canadians faster and increasing 
our national capacity for clinical trials.

A radical rethink of the way clinical research in 
diabetes is done in Canada, JDRF CCTN is a mix of 
academic collaboration, industry partnership, and 
government and non-profit cooperation. Since JDRF 
CCTN was announced in 2009, we have assembled 
a remarkable team, including: highly experienced 
doctors, scientists, and other clinical support 
professionals at Robarts Clinical Trials who are 
overseeing the operations of JDRF CCTN’s clinical 

trials; as well as doctors and nurses from leading 
institutions across southern Ontario, including 
The University Health Network, The Hospital for 
Sick Children, Mount Sinai Hospital, Sunnybrook 
Hospital, the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, 
McMaster Children’s Hospital, Western University, 
St. Joseph’s Health Care London, and London 
Health Sciences Centre.

By enhancing the existing clinical trial 
infrastructure in the province and providing high-
profile training opportunities for seasoned and 
junior investigators alike, JDRF CCTN aims to 
position southern Ontario as an international hub 
for diabetes translational research, innovation, 
and commercialization of new therapeutics and 
enabling technologies.

JDRF CCTN aggressively translates discoveries 
into treatments, drugs, and therapies that will 
help people with T1D live healthier lives now, while 
we work toward a cure. Hard work, dedication, 



determination, and commitment have been invested 
in high-profile, practice-changing clinical trials in 
partnership with leading researchers and medical 
centres throughout southern Ontario. With the 
first study participant enrolled on March 28, 2011, 
JDRF CCTN has successfully launched nine clinical 
trials and two technology projects, including seven 
artificial pancreas-related trials, far exceeding our 
initial goal of three. JDRF CCTN is a shining example 
of how your support is getting us closer to a cure.

Through the course of 2012, we will continue 

enrolling patients and providing information 
about the trials as they open up to the public. The 
projects cover all of JDRF’s cure therapeutic areas—
from testing innovations related to the Artificial 
Pancreas Project, to new immune-based therapies, 
through to the management and treatment of 
diabetes complications. JDRF CCTN will provide 
many opportunities for you to directly participate in 
the research process.

Although currently restricted to southern Ontario, 
we’re only just beginning. In the coming year, 

JDRF is committed to building JDRF CCTN and 
extending its trials to individuals and families 
facing T1D in every corner of the country. In fact, 
JDRF CCTN has submitted for a continuance of 
funding from the Government of Canada with 
the goal of a coast-to-coast research network—a 
network that will change the Canadian landscape 
forever and stand as a testament to the world-
class researchers in this country and the dreams 
of JDRF volunteers, staff, and supporters to push 
forward to a cure.



Institutions Currently Participating in JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network

Ottawa

Kingston

Toronto

Waterloo

London

HamiltonMcMaster Children’s Hospital • 

•  Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario
•   Ottawa Hospital Research Institute
•   The Ottawa Hospital Riverside Campus

•   Kingston General Hospital

University of Waterloo •  

•  Lawson Health Research Institute
•  Children’s Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre 
•  Western University
•  Robarts Clinical Trials, Clinical Operations Centre
•  St . Joseph Health Care

•  St . Michael’s Hospital
•  The Charles H . Best Diabetes Centre
•  Sunnybrook Hospital
•  Sunnybrook Research Centre
•  The Hospital for Sick Children
•  University Health Network
•  Centre for Global eHealth Innovation

•  Women’s College Hospital
•  Mount Sinai Hospital
•  Markham-Stouffville Hospital
•  Trillium Health Centre
•  William Osler Brampton Civic Hospital
•  Credit Valley Hospital
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Our Donors
Left to right: Lara, T1D since 1985; Evan, T1D since 2008; 

Mikaila, T1D since 1998; and Olivia, T1D since 2005. 



Part of their Culture – Waterloo, ON

Four years ago, Melissa Brock participated in her first Ride 
for Diabetes Research. Motivated by Shane McFadden’s 
passion for the Ride and the importance of raising money 

for JDRF, Melissa says, “Shane made a dramatic impact. His 
daughter was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes a couple of days 
after he participated in his first Ride.”

Moved by Shane’s personal experience, Melissa and 
her colleagues were determined to exceed their goals 
for fundraising and team participation. Melissa also 
volunteered her time to assist a RBC colleague and 
former Ride Cabinet member, Dave Mota, with the 
planning and execution of fundraising activities, 
including promoting the Ride within RBC branches, 
holding bake sales, and encouraging all Riders to 
pledge a minimum of $125. In 2011, Melissa’s dedication 
further increased when she took on the role of Leader 
for her local Ride Cabinet. That same year, RBC had 
the most number of teams registered for a company 
in Waterloo and raised over $30,000.

“At RBC, we take being on a Board very seriously. We want 
a good corporate presence,” explains Melissa. “The RBC 
Foundation offers a tiered program for corporate donation 

based on employee participation. Getting involved in the 
community is part of our culture.”

In her first year as Ride Leader, Melissa created a successful 
fundraising initiative called “Jail and Bail.” Three local RBC 

executives were put “behind bars” in the middle of Waterloo 
Town Square, and all branch employees were encouraged to 

send an email to their family, friends, and clients. The email 
detailed their crime of stealing stationary bikes from JDRF 
and asked recipients to donate in order to determine their fate. 

People were encouraged to donate to either “lock ‘em up” or 
“free the culprit.” This campaign raised nearly $10,000 towards 

their total fundraising efforts.

“My objectives are to increase participation, and surpass the 
amount of money we raised the previous year,” Melissa says. 
“Participating and fundraising for the Ride is easy. It is a fun event 

and, above all, it’s a great cause.” 
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Strength and Energy Towards a Cure – 
Vancouver, BC

Almost twelve years ago, Mike Cyr and Mary Jane Devine 
became involved with JDRF after their son, Stephen, was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes (T1D) at the age of seven. 

Since then, Mike and Mary Jane have taken on multiple volunteer 
leadership roles within JDRF. Mike is a past Chair of the TELUS 
Walk to Cure Diabetes, currently participates in the Ride for 
Diabetes Research, is Chair of the Chapter Volunteer Leadership 
Committee, and a member of the National Board of Directors. 
Mary Jane has been the Chair of the Vancouver Gala for the 
past five years, and is a member of the Chapter Major Donor 
Committee, as well as the Volunteer Leadership Committee.

“We initially became involved with JDRF because we were 
looking for a community of people within Vancouver who 
were also affected by type 1 diabetes, and an opportunity 
to do something positive in reaction to our son’s 
diagnosis,” says Mary Jane. 

“Type 1 diabetes is such an isolating disease. Meeting other 
families was a huge weight off our shoulders,” adds Mike. “Getting 
involved was a way to take back some control and provided us 
with a drip of hope, and set a good example for our children.”

From the beginning of Stephen’s diagnosis, their involvement 
with JDRF has been a family affair, including their older 
daughters, Karly and Jessica. Whether it be their past 
involvement in the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes, current 
participation in the Ride for Diabetes Research, fundraising 
for the Gala, or generously providing a major gift, the family is 
committed to JDRF because of its focus on T1D, community 
support and training, and research for a cure. “We passionately 
believe in the model in which JDRF operates,” says Mike. “We 
believe JDRF has the best chance of coming up with a cure 
because they fund the best in class research around the world.”

Until a cure is found, Mike and Mary Jane enjoy attending 
events, fundraising, and introducing and getting other parents 
involved. Together they feel the strength of JDRF lies with the 
research it funds, and the volunteers who support and work with 
the organization. “The commitment of the volunteer network 
intensifies the energy of JDRF,” explains Mary Jane.

“The strength of the brand is to fund research. Volunteers can 
relate to that objective and get behind it,” Mike adds. “The clarity 
of that makes JDRF a success.”

Melissa Brock

Mike Cyr & Mary Jane Devine



Michael and Paddy Graetz have two children with 
type 1 diabetes (T1D). Their daughter, Tegan, was 
diagnosed in November 2003 at 12 years of age, 

and their youngest son, Joshua, was diagnosed in June 
2009 at the age of 13. Their awareness of JDRF came in 
2003 through a poster they saw in the diabetes training 
centre at Victoria General Hospital, two days after 
Tegan’s diagnosis. It was advertising the TELUS Walk 
to Cure Diabetes. “I remember thinking: this is a sign,” 
says Paddy. “This event is taking place close to our 
home. I have to get involved.” 

Motivated by her own children, Paddy has been an 
unfailing supporter, taking on a multitude of roles 
with JDRF. Instrumental in coordinating Kids Walks 
within local schools, and establishing the first 
Promise Ball Gala, Paddy has been a volunteer, staff 
member, third party fundraiser, Family Chair of the TELUS Walk 
Committee, Chair of the Chapter Outreach Committee, and Corporate Sales Chair 
and Auction Chair for the Gala. In addition, each year at the Promise Ball, Michael 
and Paddy generously contribute to Fund A Cure and donate to the live auction. 

Volunteering with JDRF involves all family members. Since their first 
TELUS Walk, the Graetz family has been one of the top fundraising 
families in Victoria. In addition to the TELUS Walk, all three of their 
children—Tegan, Travis, and Joshua—have participated in Kids Walks 
over the years at each of their schools, volunteered at every Promise 
Ball since its inception in 2005, and Tegan and Joshua have been JDRF 
Youth Ambassadors, speaking at a variety of different events. For the 
past two years, Paddy and Joshua have also organized school Cyclebetes 
events, raising funds and JDRF’s profile in their community. 

“We believe in the founding roots of JDRF and appreciate that the money 
raised in Canada stays in Canada to fund diabetes research,” says Paddy. 

“Funds are being used wisely and are yielding tangible results. JDRF 
operates with very little overhead, and the commitment and criteria is 
adhesive amongst the team,” adds Michael. 

Paddy and Michael both live in hope of a cure being found before their 
children are much older, and will strive to do what they can to help fund 
research and awareness of T1D. Until that day of freedom arrives, they 

feel “education is key, research is essential, and outreach for newly diagnosed 
families is paramount.”

Driven to Make a Change – 
Edmonton, AB

As a pharmacist and owner of a Shoppers Drug 
Mart, Rick knows the impact T1D has on children 
and their families. Initially becoming involved with 

JDRF in the early 1990s through Shoppers Drug Mart 
and the sneaker fundraising program, Rick became even 
more committed in 1995 through participation in the 
Walk to Cure Diabetes.

“When I was first looking to get involved with a charity, I 
narrowed in on JDRF because I meet people living with 
diabetes every day,” explains Rick. “But the more I have 
gotten involved, the more committed I have become. I 
love the people at JDRF—they are great to work with, 
and they are passionate and dedicated to the cause.”

Since 1995, Rick has continued to raise money for the 
Walk, and has taken on leadership volunteer roles 

with the Edmonton Chapter, including as a member of the Walk 
Cabinet, as Co-Chair of the Gala Committee, and as a member 
of the Chapter Board of Directors.

Over the last few years, Rick has been especially motivated by 
something he witnessed during the live auction at a JDRF Gala. 

Earlier in the evening, one of the guests had been touched by 
a family’s story of life with diabetes, learning how they could 
not afford to buy an insulin pump for their child even though 
they knew it would change their lives. When one of the items 
available for auction was an insulin pump, the guest purchased 
the pump and gifted it to the young child. 

Inspired by this act of kindness and the groundbreaking 
research that JDRF funds, Rick always takes the opportunity to 
solicit his network of vendors, suppliers, staff, and colleagues, 
and encourages them to become involved. Whether it be a 
team for the TELUS Walk, a table at the Gala, a donation, or 
sponsorship, Rick always takes the initiative to address and 
engage his contacts about his commitment to JDRF and their 
mission to cure, better treat, and prevent T1D.

“Diabetes is a disease that certainly touches everyone, no 
matter what aspect of life you are in. Everyone knows someone 
with diabetes,” says Rick. “I see the impact and effects of this 
disease every day. A cure would be a world of hope, happiness, 
and opportunity for so many people. One without finger pokes, 
fluctuation in glucose levels, and complications.”

Michael & Paddy Graetz

Rick Hackman

Conquering Diabetes Together – 
Victoria, BC



Dancing for Diabetes – Ottawa, ON

After her best friend, Emma, was diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes (T1D) in 2008, ten year old Hannah 
Hempinstall decided to get involved with JDRF. “I 

was sad for Emma and upset about what she was going 
through,” explains Hannah. “I wanted to do something to 
help make a difference.”

Hannah planned a fundraising dance-a-thon for JDRF, 
which she called D4D: Dance 4 Diabetes. After obtaining 
approval from her principal at Richmond Public School, 
every student was given a pledge form and encouraged 
to ask family and friends to sponsor them. Held in the 
school’s gymnasium, the inaugural D4D took place in 
November—Diabetes Awareness Month.

In the fifth grade, Hannah was elected class 
president. One of her campaign promises was to 
return to her elementary school to host D4D until a 
cure is found. Hannah has kept her promise for the 
past three years, in addition to hosting D4D at her 
new middle school. In 2011, Hannah expanded her 
fundraiser to include her dance studio, Canadian 

School of Dance. This event has attracted the attention of 
Zippora Karz, a famous ballerina with the New York City Ballet 
who has T1D. Since 2008, D4D has raised $25,500 through 
eight events.

Starting high school in the fall of 2012, Hannah has already 
approached the student council to brainstorm ideas on 
how they can integrate her D4D fundraiser. This ambitious 
young woman, who also participates in the Ride for Diabetes 
Research and is a JDRF Youth Ambassador, hopes to further 
expand her fundraising efforts to include hosting D4D at 
Scotiabank Place in Ottawa to increase awareness and funds 
for JDRF. “I hope JDRF finds a cure. Until then, my goal is to 
keep hosting this event to raise awareness and money for 
diabetes research.”

Hannah’s motivation and commitment to raising awareness 
and funds for JDRF intensified in December 2010 when her 
mother, Nancy, was also diagnosed with T1D. “I am surrounded 
by loved ones with type 1 diabetes. It is affecting the people I 
care about the most,” says Hannah. “A cure for diabetes would 
mean everything to me.”
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Dedicated to JDRF – Montreal, QC

One would be hard pressed to find someone more 
immersed in diabetes than Bob Hindle. Diagnosed 
when he was 11, Bob has been a dedicated JDRF 

volunteer for almost 30 years. After completing the 
Montreal marathon, Bob received attention for being 
the first person with T1D to run a marathon in Canada. 
Following this accomplishment, he was introduced 
to JDRF through the late Mitch Garfinkle and Krayna 
Golfman, JDRF Canada’s founding family. 

Bob first became involved with JDRF in Quebec as 
an active participant in fundraising events and later 
as Chair of the Quebec chapter. At the national level, 
Bob has served on JDRF’s Board of Directors from 
1995 to 2010, and is the immediate past Chair. He 
has also been a JDRF International board member. 
Through his involvement locally, nationally, and 
internationally, Bob has been instrumental in 
the development of Chapters, the national 
organization, and international affiliates.

In 1999, Bob made history as the first person in Canada to 
successfully receive a double transplant of a kidney and a pancreas 
simultaneously. Despite being diabetes-free for over 13 years, Bob 
remains passionate about JDRF’s mission. “When I first became 
involved with JDRF, it was related to my well-being, it was about 
staying alive and research into better treatments, and ultimately a 
cure,” Bob explains. “My motivation now is even stronger, it is about 

being part of the evolution of JDRF Canada and research advances in 
Canada and globally.”

Bob firmly believes that more research is needed to improve the 
quality of life for people living with T1D. Bob shared this strong 
conviction with government officials, leading to a $33.9-milllion 
agreement with the Government of Canada in 2009 to establish JDRF 
Canadian Clinical Trial Network.

As a volunteer, major donor, and advocate, Bob has made a substantial 
contribution to JDRF. Focusing his involvement on research and 
leadership, Bob is dedicated to working with partners to further enhance 
JDRF’s efficiency and success. “We pride ourselves on achieving strong 
results for our partners, major donors, and all our constituents.”

Hannah Hempinstall

Bob Hindle 



A Family of Volunteers – 
Winnipeg, MB

Garth and Donna Lancaster are no strangers to 
fundraising and charitable giving, but it wasn’t until 
two of their sons, Michael and Tyler, were diagnosed 

with type 1 diabetes (T1D) that they came to know JDRF.

The family’s first involvement with JDRF was in 2002 
when Garth approached the Winnipeg Chapter about 
making a donation from his charity hockey tournament. 
For the past nine years, JDRF has been the fortunate 
recipient of $125,000 from the funds raised through this 
tournament. “We were drawn to JDRF because of their 
investment in diabetes research,” explains Garth. “Research 
for a cure is more of a focus for us, as a family, than ongoing 
maintenance of diabetes.”

With each passing year, the family’s involvement and 
engagement with JDRF has grown. At both the local and 
national level, Garth and Donna have taken on leadership 
volunteer roles. For six years, Garth has been the local Chair 
of the Winnipeg Chapter and has Chaired the local Ride 
for Diabetes Research Committee for eight years. Garth is 

also a member of JDRF’s Board of Directors and the National 
Ride Steering Committee. For the past five years, Donna has 
been a member of the Winnipeg Chapter’s Gala Committee, 
coordinating the volunteers for the event. But their family 
involvement doesn’t end there. In fact, all three of their sons—
Tyler, Michael, and Eric—actively help fundraise for the Gala and 
Ride for Diabetes Research, and through third party events.

Impressed by JDRF’s Government Relations program and the 
calibre of research which JDRF funds, the Lancasters were 
influential in helping advocate for JDRF’s partnership with 
the federal government. When the family visited Ottawa, they 
shared their story about life with T1D with their Member of 
Parliament, Joy Smith, who was also a member of the Federal 
Health Committee.

Research for a cure continues to motivate this family of 
volunteers as they fundraise, educate, and advocate for JDRF. 
“Educating the public about type 1 diabetes and the research 
progress being made is crucial,” says Donna. “Especially given 
the prominence of type 1 diabetes today.”

Serious About Fundraising – Halifax, NS

When Christina and Perry MacDonald’s two year 
old daughter, Katerina, was diagnosed with T1D 
in 2000, it was an extremely difficult time as they 

were also expecting their second child. After attending an 
Outreach meeting, they felt hope and were motivated to 
become involved with JDRF.

Over the past 11 years, the MacDonalds have fundraised and 
participated in the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes. Christina has 
been the Family Chair for the TELUS Walk three times, and they 
were the top fundraising family from 2008 to 2010. During this 
time, the MacDonalds welcomed two more daughters to their 
family, Paige and Ava. At the age of three, Ava was also diagnosed 
with T1D. “Having two daughters who live with type 1 diabetes and 
seeing what they go through on a daily basis, we want a cure for 
this disease,” explains Christina. “And hopefully it will be cured within 
their lifetime.”

Every year, the MacDonalds coordinate a letter writing-campaign to 
help fundraise for the TELUS Walk. Distributed to over 300 people, the 

letter lets their network of family and friends know what the 
girls are doing, as well as what they go through on a daily 
basis, and graciously requests their support. “To see the 
return envelopes with donations is heartwarming,” says 
Christina. “We feel so supported by the people who take 
the time to care. The reply notes make my day.” 

In addition to their initiatives, the girls’ grandmother, 
Shirley, does some fundraising of her own by knitting and 
selling mittens. Each year, Shirley raises $5,000 through 
the sale of her mittens. In total, the MacDonald family 
has raised over $100,000 for JDRF and the TELUS Walk.

To the MacDonalds, a cure would mean freedom from 
the daily stress and rigidity of the disease, and would 
provide spontaneity and a long healthy life for their 
daughters. “Funding research is the most important 
role of JDRF,” says Christina. “Outreach and 
education are also crucial; however, research towards 
curing diabetes would be a dream come true.”

Garth Lancaster & Family 

The MacDonald Family 



Helping Fund a Cure – Calgary, AB

When they were first introduced to JDRF, it was 
because a friend’s son was diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes (T1D). Ten years later, the diagnosis 

came closer to home when their son, Brady, was also 
diagnosed at age 17.

After Brady’s diagnosis in 2004, the Masons immediately 
became involved with JDRF. For over five years, Sue 
fundraised and participated in the TELUS Walk to 
Cure Diabetes with a team called the “Friday Winers,” 
affectionately coined by a group of women who met 
occasionally on Friday nights to enjoy a glass of wine 
amongst friends. For three years, the Friday Winers 
hosted a gently used clothing and jewelry sale as a 
fundraiser for the TELUS Walk. 

From 2004 to 2006, Sue volunteered on the Gala 
auction committee and, for the past two years, she 
has been Chair of the Gala Committee in Calgary. 
“As Gala Chair, it was satisfying to work with other 
dedicated and passionate families living with 

type 1 diabetes,” Sue explains. “Seeing the successful outcome 
and the amount of funds raised through Fund A Cure, and 
overall, was so rewarding.”

In 2011, the Calgary Gala raised $500,000, with $200,000 of 
that amount being raised through Fund A Cure alone. “This was 
the largest amount ever raised at an event in Calgary,” says Sue. 
The Masons played a significant role in this accomplishment with 
their generous major gift to the Fund A Cure program.

An avid traveler who has visited various places in Europe and 
Iceland, Brady has never had any difficulties managing his 
diabetes, nor has he let having T1D hinder him from fulfilling 
his dreams.

Sue and Murray hope these funds will ultimately help find a cure. 
“A cure would mean no more worries for our son and ourselves, 
and restored freedom for Brady,” says Murray. The ability to stop 
and reverse complications and eliminate the risks associated 
with T1D would be a dream come true for Sue and Murray—
progress they hope will result from the research being lead by 
JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network (JDRF CCTN). 
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Making a World of Difference – Toronto, ON

When Ofra and Steven Menkes’ 19 year old daughter, Lauren, 
was diagnosed with T1D, they reached out to their network of 
friends and family for advice. Their introduction to JDRF came 

from a friend who encouraged them to attend the upcoming Toronto 
Gala. Knowing very little about the disease, how to manage it, and how 
it was affecting their daughter, the Menkes embraced the opportunity. 
The evening proved to be a wonderful networking opportunity, 
providing firsthand knowledge of JDRF, the Outreach program, and 
diabetes research progress being made around the world. 

“Knowledge of diabetes has a steep learning curve, and 
management is so important,” says Steven. “There is not an 
opportunity to ramp that knowledge from good to great, it 
has to be great from the very beginning. You need to know 
everything there is to know overnight.”

Since that first introduction, the Menkes have immersed 
themselves in JDRF activities, not only participating, but by 
taking on leadership roles. For the past four years, Ofra has 
been a member of the Event Committee for the Toronto 
Gala, and Steven has been on the planning committee and 
participates in the annual Great Escape Golf Tournament. For the past 

two years, Steven has also generously sponsored 
a team and participated in the industry real estate 
challenge in the Toronto Ride for Diabetes Research 
through his company, Menkes Developments.

In 2011, the family’s investment and engagement 
with JDRF further increased. Inspired by JDRF’s 

partnership with the Government of Canada and their 
funding agreement for clinical trials, the Menkes made 
a substantial contribution to JDRF CCTN with a major 
gift donation. 

Impressed by the progress being made in diabetes research, 
they are hopeful the research being done in southern 
Ontario—especially at McMaster Children’s Hospital and the 
University of Waterloo—will yield tangible results. 

“Investing in this partnership is motivating as it brings 
together the best of two world-class institutions and 
maximizes each of their skill sets,” explains Steven.

“A world without diabetes would mean a world of difference 
for a lot of children, their parents, and siblings,” adds Ofra.

Sue & Murray Mason 

Steven & Ofra Menkes 



Macquarie and Matt Rady have been involved with JDRF 
for a long time. Matt’s first exposure to JDRF dates back 
to 2004 when he participated in the Barossa Valley 

Weekend Cycling Event in Australia, as well as through his 
experience as Vice Chair of JDRF Australia’s Board of Directors.

In 2010, Matt moved to Canada to continue his career with 
Macquarie and his commitment to JDRF. “My involvement 
with JDRF came from strong corporate support, and an 
opportunity to become engaged,” explains Matt. “When I 
relocated to Canada, I was already committed to JDRF, so 
it was just a matter of continuing that engagement at a 
strategic level, as well as my genuine personal interest in 
helping find a cure.”

Whether participating in the Ride for Diabetes Research, 
attending a JDRF Gala, providing a corporate match, or 
planning a third party fundraiser, Macquarie is engaged 
with JDRF globally and is making a difference. In 2011, Matt 
and Macquarie created a unique fundraising event called 
the Alpe d’Huez Global Cycling Challenge, attracting 40 riders from five 
countries to raise funds for JDRF. Held in July 2011, this challenging cycling event 

followed some of the toughest parts of the Tour de France, 
and was the first collaborative JDRF International fundraising 
event of its kind. Macquarie takes pleasure in developing new 
and engaging fundraising events, bringing staff and volunteers 
together to contribute to a single outcome.

In 2011, the Macquarie Group Foundation, together with its 
staff, raised over $300,000 for JDRF Canada, bringing their 
total contribution to almost $500,000.

“The level of professionalism of JDRF has always stood out to 
me,” says Matt. “The talent on its executive team is strong, its 
efficiency and transparency are appealing, and the opportunity 
to work with people who are so passionate and committed makes 
them a pleasure to work with.”

As a global corporation, Macquarie appreciates the coordination 
and efficiency of JDRF’s research platform. “From my experience in 
Australia, the U.K., and Canada, the thing that always surprises me 
about JDRF and keeps me motivated is JDRF’s commitment and 
effort—not just to me or my organization, but the funds raised are 
being used wisely, and it is inspiring.”

Motivated by a Cure – Hamilton, ON

Pete and Cheri Wiesner’s son, Isaiah, was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes (T1D) in 2006, at the age of two. 
The first JDRF event the Wiesner family attended 

was the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes, now an annual 
tradition for Pete, Cheri, and their two children, Isaiah and 
Katie. Each year, they are joined by family, friends, and 
colleagues of Pete’s from the Hamilton Police Services.

Although the Wiesner’s are involved with JDRF as a 
family, it is Pete’s third party fundraisers that often 
receive the most attention. “You see your child 
suffering, and it would be easy to sit, cry, and feel 
sorry for yourself,” says Pete. “But in order for a 
cure to be a reality the only thing we can do is raise 
money for that cure.”

One of Pete’s successful fundraising events is 
Tournament of Triumph. Created by a group of 
Hamilton Police officers, this spirited fundraiser 
invites members of the community to organize 
teams for a day of camaraderie, as they 

challenge members of the Hamilton Police Services’ tactical team 
to a game of paintball. Since 2009, Tournament of Triumph has 
raised approximately $35,000 for diabetes research.

In 2011, Pete and two of his colleagues, Jim Callender and 
Nez Shawihat, also organized the Tour of Triumph, a cycling 
trip taking them from Vancouver to Hamilton in 30 days. “We 
received tremendous support and encouragement from police 
Chief Glen DeCaire, as well as over 2,000 police officers and 
civilians from the police service,” explains Pete.“They helped 
fundraise and generously donated their time so the three of us 
could carry out the ride.” Together, these events have raised over 
$100,000 for JDRF.

Whether they are organizing, fundraising, or participating in an 
event, the Wiesners find comfort knowing the money raised is 
being utilized by JDRF to fund diabetes research. It is all about 
Isaiah, after all, and the longing for him to one day be insulin-free. 
“A world without diabetes would be a dream come true,” says 
Pete. “Our one dream in life is for our son, and all the other kids, 
to live free from type 1 diabetes.”

Matt Rady

Pete Wiesner & Family 

Macquarie: Globally Engaged – 
Toronto, ON



Our Partners

Left to right: Mckayla, T1D since 2006; 
Mitchel, T1D since 2008; and Tim, T1D since 2003.



Deloitte
Since 2003, Deloitte has been a dedicated 
supporter of JDRF across Canada through 
employee participation, corporate gifts, 
volunteerism, and fundraising for the Ride for 
Diabetes Research.

Over the past eight years, JDRF has been 
fortunate to work with leadership volunteers 
like Don Wilkinson, Vice Chair, Deloitte, who 
volunteers his time as the National Cabinet 
Leader for the Ride for Diabetes Research. Under 
Don’s leadership and enthusiasm to increase 
employee involvement, Deloitte’s participation 
in the Ride grew from 148 employees in 2008 
to almost 500 nationally in 2011. As the leading 
national accounting firm for the Ride, Deloitte 
employees champion friendly competition 
amongst their peers in the Accounting Challenge. 
Deloitte employees also commit their time to 
JDRF through the company’s Impact Day, a firm-
wide day of dedicated volunteer service.

In 2011, Deloitte raised over $210,000, bringing 
their total corporate support for JDRF to more 
than $750,000.

“Deloitte is committed to making Canada a better 
place to live and work,” says Don Wilkinson. “The 
Ride provides a great national team building 
event for employees, but also demonstrates our 
strong commitment to local communities.”

LifeScan Canada (OneTouch®)
LifeScan Canada (OneTouch®) first became involved 
with JDRF in the early 1990s. During this time, their 
commitment to JDRF included support in various 
programs, such as the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes, 
Galas, Major Gifts, and Outreach Family Support.

In 2011, LifeScan celebrated a monumental 
milestone as they marked their 10 year anniversary 
as a national sponsor of the TELUS Walk. The 
company’s sponsorship, participation, and 
fundraising initiatives for the TELUS Walk have 
been instrumental in the success and growth of 
this national fundraising program.

In 2011, LifeScan also increased their involvement 
with JDRF by generously supporting the School 
Advisory Toolkit. A new Outreach initiative, the 
toolkit provides collaborative information and 
methods for educators and parents of children 
living with diabetes to ensure they have the best 
possible school experience.

To date, LifeScan Canada has contributed $1.3 million 
to JDRF through corporate and employee support, 
as well as event fundraising.

“Our employees are driven by the promise to 
make a meaningful difference for those living with 
diabetes,” says Brad Moore, General Manager, 
LifeScan Canada. “Our goal is to improve their 
quality of life; one without limits. Through our 
support and partnership with JDRF, we are helping 
deliver on this commitment.”

Silpada Designs Canada
For nearly a decade, JDRF has been the charity 
of choice for Silpada Designs in the U.S., and in 
Canada since 2008. Specializing in sterling silver 
jewelry, Silpada has embraced JDRF with a passion 
and commitment to finding a cure.

Through their cause marketing campaign, “Polishing 
Off Type 1 Diabetes,” Silpada donates a portion of 
each polishing cloth sold to JDRF. Over the past 
three years, Silpada has generously provided over 
$115,000 in Canada, and more than $1.5 million in the 
U.S. through this long-term partnership.

Independent Silpada Designs Representatives have 
also laced up their shoes and participated in various 
TELUS Walks, and hosted “Parties with a Purpose.” 
These in-home parties help to raise awareness 
locally, as well as support JDRF families’ fundraising 
efforts for the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes.

In 2011, Silpada further expanded their generous 
support by providing gift bags for JDRF’s Galas. 
Silpada continues to work in partnership with JDRF 
to find new opportunities to promote, participate, 
and support JDRF.

“Our empowered and inspired Independent Silpada 
Designs Representatives and corporate employees 
are committed to giving back to the community, 
and improving lives,” says Kelsey Perry, Brand 
Merchandising Manager, Silpada Designs. “We 
are passionate about JDRF and are dedicated to 
helping find a cure for type 1 diabetes.”

Our Partners
JDRF is fortunate to have many incredible corporate partners whose valuable and ongoing support helps us continue on our mission of curing, better treating, 
and preventing T1D, including:



Our Successes



TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes

The TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes unites 
families, organizations, and communities—
big and small—from across Canada to raise 

money for diabetes research. Each year, this fun 
and energetic event continues to inspire and 
attract new participants.

As JDRF’s largest annual fundraising program, the 
TELUS Walk brings together more than 48,000 
participants who raise funds for research to cure, 
better treat, and prevent type 1 diabetes (T1D). In 
2011, the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes was held in 
over 70 communities across the country, raising over 
$7.7 million. This is a testament to the incredible efforts 
of our participants, sponsors, and volunteers. JDRF 
cannot thank our supporters enough for their endless 
dedication, compassion, and generosity.

Corporate Sponsor Support
Key to the success of the 2011 program was the 
overwhelming and continued support of TELUS. 
More than 4,000 TELUS team members, friends, 

and family participated in over 46 communities, 
raising more than $480,000. In total, through 
employee and corporate support, TELUS contributed 
over $900,000 to the 2011 TELUS Walk.

“We are proud to once again support JDRF as 
the title sponsor of the 2012 TELUS Walk to Cure 
Diabetes. Together, we are making great strides 
toward finding the cure for diabetes—and I know 
that we can expect great support all across the 
country,” says Joe Natale, Chief Commercial 
Officer, TELUS.

Leading up to Walk day, TELUS promoted the 
event through a point of sale donation program 
at retail outlets, as well as through TELUS dealers 
across the country. This provided customers 
the opportunity to show their support for one 
of the telecommunications company’s national 
partnerships. TELUS also provided terrific 
participant giveaways, such as lanyards and nylon 
bags at all TELUS Walk locations.

As the national title sponsor for five years, 
TELUS has contributed more than $5.7 million 
to JDRF through corporate donations and 
employee fundraising.

JDRF also appreciates the significant support of 
our national sponsor, LifeScan. In 2011, LifeScan 
marked their tenth anniversary as a national 
sponsor of the TELUS Walk, contributing through 
sponsorship, fundraising, and participation. As a 
national supplier for the Walk for several years, 
JDRF also values the generous in-kind support and 
participation of Sun-Rype.

Thank you to all our sponsors, volunteers, and 
participants for continuing to raise the bar with 
their tremendous support and fundraising efforts. 
Organizations, families, and communities are 
instrumental in the success of the TELUS Walk 
to Cure Diabetes. We look forward to another 
successful year in 2012.



Ride For Diabetes Research
Every year, the Ride for Diabetes Research 
continues to increase in popularity. In 2011, more 
than 22,000 people participated in 18 Rides across 
the country, representing a four per cent increase 
over 2010. Uniting corporate Canada, this stationary 
bike-a-thon challenges teams of five to pedal for 40 
minutes to see who can show the most spirit and 
raise the most money for diabetes research.

With two new sites added in 2011 (Moncton and 
Regina), all cities enjoyed the energy and friendly 
competition of Rides exhibited in past years in 
Halifax, Quebec City, Montreal, Laval, Ottawa, 
Toronto, York Region, Mississauga, Sudbury, 
Hamilton, Waterloo, London, Winnipeg, Calgary, 
Edmonton, and Vancouver.

JDRF is thrilled to announce the 2011 Ride program 
raised more than $7.1 million. Each year, the 
growth and success of the Ride is a direct result 
of the hard work and enthusiasm of both JDRF 
volunteers and staff.

National Ride Cabinet
Comprised of representatives from CIBC, Colliers 
International, Deloitte, INTRIA, Macquarie Group 
Foundation, MTS Allstream, National Bank, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, RBC, Scotiabank, and TD, 
the 2011 National Ride Cabinet was instrumental in 
increasing participation and awareness of the Ride 
program. JDRF is honoured to partner with this 
esteemed group of dedicated leadership volunteers 
whose involvement is influential in both the growth 
and overall success of this annual fundraising event.

“2011 was another exciting year for the Ride. The 
friendly competition that exists to raise the most 
funds and show the most team spirit across multiple 
sectors of corporate Canada is inspiring,” says 
Matt Varey, JDRF National Ride Chair and Senior 
Vice President, RBC Royal Bank. “Bankers, lawyers, 
accountants, people from the insurance and real 
estate industries, as well as others, have made the 
Ride part of their annual fundraising calendar.”

As part of their 2011 fundraising initiatives, CIBC 
organized a golf tournament to engage suppliers, 
generating over $100,000. In addition, TD had 
the largest participation as a company with over 
5,000 Riders. Scotiabank, TD, and RBC also 
continued to host Micro Rides as a way to engage 
more employees and raise more funds for JDRF. 
Although financial institutions continue to lead 
the way in the number of participants and dollars 
raised, other sectors expanded their contribution 
in 2011, particularly accounting, law, resources, and 
real estate.

“The money we raise goes directly to research 
that is already making a difference in the quality 
of life for those living with type 1 diabetes,” adds 
Varey. “We give our thanks to every participant 
and volunteer for their commitment and passion 
for this cause. I look forward to reaching new 
levels of success with all our Riders across 
Canada in 2012.”
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Galas

Every year, JDRF invites our families, donors, 
corporate partners, sponsors and volunteers 
to attend local Galas in communities across 

Canada. On this evening, thousands of JDRF 
supporters come together for an elegant event, 
raising funds and celebrating the achievements that 
have been made in diabetes research.

All JDRF Galas have a unique theme for their evening, 
chosen by each JDRF Chapter and their Gala 
committee. In 2011, Nanaimo and Victoria enjoyed “A 
Night in Gotham City.” Vancouver celebrated in “Paris 
Under the Stars,” while Calgary was driven to “Unlock 
the Cure.” Edmonton hosted an evening featuring 
“Denim and Diamonds,” and Winnipeg celebrated 
with a “Starry, Starry Night.” Toronto held their 

bi-annual “Promise Ball,” while Kelowna celebrated 
their “Starlight Gala” and Montreal recognized “All 
families for a cure, a cure for all families.” Regardless of 
the Gala’s theme, each year guests enjoy a delectable 
formal dinner, entertainment, dancing, silent and live 
auctions, and JDRF’s signature Fund A Cure. 

In 2011, JDRF was presented with the wonderful 
opportunity of being the recipient of a $1 million 
gift through the incredible generosity of Mr. Herbert 
Black and “The Black Family Challenge for a Cure.” 
The Black family offered to match all Fund A Cure 
donations made by guests across the country at all 
of JDRF’s nine 2011 Gala evenings, to a maximum of 
$1 million. Together, the nine Galas surpassed this 
goal, raising nearly $1.4 million through Fund A Cure.

“I created The Black Family Challenge for a Cure 
to help improve the quality of life for people living 
with type 1 diabetes and their families,” says Herbert 
Black. “Through the challenge, we also encouraged 
others to provide critical funding for research that 
could lead to a cure.”

More than 3,500 people attended JDRF Galas in 
2011, raising over $4 million. Thank you to each of 
the Gala planning committees, and all of the donors 
and volunteers for their tremendous dedication 
and hard work. The success of these extraordinary 
events would not be possible without your 
commitment and support.



Outreach

As an organization founded and driven by 
individuals and families personally affected 
by type 1 diabetes (T1D), JDRF understands 

the importance of providing social, emotional, and 
practical support and information to those newly 
diagnosed and their families. Established in 2006, 
JDRF’s Outreach program operates nationally through 
all Chapters and continues to update, evolve, and 
introduce new initiatives.

Bag of Hope
When the Bag of Hope was first introduced in 2008, 
it focused primarily on children. In 2011, this initiative 
evolved to appeal to a broader audience of individuals 
who were newly diagnosed. Sponsored by Accu-Chek, 
the Bag of Hope—now an over-the-shoulder satchel, 

rather than a kid-sized knapsack—is filled with a 
variety of informational and educational materials. 
Once an individual receives a Bag of Hope, they 
become part of JDRF’s Family Network. Over the 
past five years, JDRF has connected with more than 
2,000 families, many of whom have become involved 
with JDRF’s mentoring program or core fundraising 
programs as volunteers or participants.

School Advisory Toolkit
In 2011, JDRF partnered with OneTouch to develop 
a School Advisory Toolkit. This toolkit provides 
information to assist parents in educating and 
communicating with their child’s school. The 
School Advisory Toolkit is now available online at 

www.jdrf.ca and www.onetouch.ca, and will also be 
available at 23 TELUS Walk locations, local Diabetes 
Education Centres, and through JDRF Chapters.

Research Information Volunteer
Another addition to the Outreach program in 2011 
was the Research Information Volunteer. Developed 
by JDRF International, this person participates in 
monthly educational phone calls and is provided 
with up-to-date information on JDRF’s research 
programs, priorities, and progress. Partnering with 
JDRF staff, the Research Information Volunteer 
shares this information within their region to ensure 
all volunteers are equipped with new, relevant 
information on improved treatments and 
JDRF-funded research.

Outreach Volunteer Network
Further strengthening the Outreach Program is the 
National Outreach Committee. Comprised of 25 
volunteers from across the country, this committee 
communicates four times a year. The role of the 
Committee is to share best practices, brainstorm 
new concepts, and overcome challenges, and also 
provides an opportunity to address questions.

In 2011, JDRF welcomed Janice Hicks as National 
Outreach Chair for the Committee. Janice’s 
daughter, Robyn, was diagnosed with T1D in June 
2004. Since then, Janice and her family have 
participated in the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes 
with a team called Robyn’s Alpine Racers, raising 

over $25,000. Janice was also instrumental in 
launching the Outreach Program within the 
Hamilton Chapter. As Outreach Chair for the 
Hamilton program, Janice helped launch the Bag 
of Hope and Mentoring Program, and collaborated 
in the planning of many events to connect families.

“As National Outreach Chair, I am looking forward 
to working closely with Christine Turner, JDRF’s 
National Outreach Manager, and the National 
Outreach Committee,” says Janice Hicks. “We 
believe that with increased support and guidelines 
from our national level, our Chapter Outreach 
Programs will more efficiently and effectively help 
and engage families of all ages who are living with 
type 1 diabetes.”

Diabetes Research Symposiums
For the fourth consecutive year, JDRF held 
Diabetes Research Symposiums in 14 cities across 
Canada. JDRF’s Diabetes Research Symposiums 
provide families an opportunity to hear about the 
latest advancements in JDRF-funded research 
and listen to motivational speakers. In 2011, topics 
included clinical trials being conducted by JDRF 
Canadian Clinical Trial Network researchers, 
accelerating the availability of an artificial 
pancreas, and stem cell therapies.

JDRF is grateful to our national sponsors—
Bayer, Eli Lilly, Medtronic, and Walmart—for their 
continued generous support.
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Government Relations

In 2011, JDRF and its advocates continued to speak 
up and raise awareness on many fronts through a 
variety of Government Relations initiatives.

JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network (JDRF CCTN)
In the hopes of extending our partnership with the 
federal government, JDRF applied for additional 
funding of up to $20 million over two years to 
further expand diabetes research, innovation and 
commercialization in southern Ontario. JDRF CCTN is 
currently developing and implementing a broad-range 
of clinical trials, in association with leading diabetes 
researchers at partner universities and medical 
centres. By enhancing the existing clinical trial 
infrastructure and providing training opportunities 
for seasoned and emerging investigators, 
JDRF CCTN aims to build on its success to further 

position southern Ontario as an international centre 
for translational diabetes research, innovation, 
and commercialization of new therapeutics and 
enabling technologies.

JDRF International’s Children’s Congress
In June 2011, JDRF Canada participated in JDRF 
International’s Children’s Congress in Washington, 
D.C. Montreal’s Myriam Paquin, 13, was one of 
seven children from around the world selected to 

participate. Myriam joined delegates to convey the 
message to the U.S. Government that type 1 diabetes 
(T1D) is a global problem requiring a united effort to 
find better treatments and a cure for this disease.

“I was truly honoured and privileged to be chosen 
to represent Canada at JDRF International’s 
Children’s Congress as a bilingual delegate,” said 
Myriam. “Having lived with the disease for over 10 
years, my mother and I welcomed the opportunity 
to create a common voice for people living with 
type 1 diabetes. It was an exciting time, and so 
much fun too.”

While in Washington, Myriam also had the 
opportunity to visit the Canadian Embassy to share 
her personal story of living with T1D, as well as the 
scrapbook she created for JDRF International’s 

Children’s Congress.“Myriam’s presentation at the 
Canadian Embassy personalized the seriousness 
of why we were there,” says Marie Coyea, Myriam’s 
mother. “We returned to our home in Quebec with 
many memories, and the satisfaction for being part 
of a positive momentum in making a difference in 
the lives of others.”

JDRF also had the opportunity to meet with 
officials at the Canadian Embassy to share 
information about our partnership with the 

Government of Canada. Officials were so 
impressed that they added the press release 
launching JDRF CCTN to their “Connect to 
Canada” blog, and forwarded it to Canadian media 
and Washington’s biotechnology industry. JDRF 
continues to maintain a close relationship with 
embassy officials.

Pre-Budget Consultations
In 2011, JDRF also participated in the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Finance Pre-
Budget Consultations in Ottawa. JDRF submitted 
a brief to the committee highlighting the 
importance of continuing to invest in science and 
technology through a significant and sustained 
commitment to cutting-edge research, innovation, 
and commercialization.

National Grassroots Subcommittee
In recognition of Diabetes Awareness Month, the 
Grassroots Subcommittee published the November 
issue of the Grassroots Advocacy Newsletter. The 
newsletter highlighted personal stories of raising 
awareness of diabetes and JDRF, and was distributed 
to our advocates across Canada. The newsletter was 
also posted on JDRF Canada’s website and Facebook 
page. Each story was unique in its own way, but formed 
one very powerful united voice in search of a cure.



Diabetes Awareness Month

November is always a busy time for JDRF as 
it recognizes Diabetes Awareness Month 
(DAM) and World Diabetes Day (WDD). 

Armed with an assortment of exciting initiatives, 
JDRF takes the opportunity to turn awareness into 
action by encouraging people to learn more about 
JDRF, type 1 diabetes (T1D), and the progress 
being made in diabetes research.

For the fourth year, JDRF hosted its annual video 
contest, inviting youth aged 10 and older to submit 
a video of up to three minutes in length. Selected 
by JDRF’s Facebook fans, the theme for the 2011 
contest was “What would you show about living 
with T1D that others don’t know?” Youths who 
submitted their videos were eligible to win one of 
three great prizes, with the first place winner’s video 

premiering at JDRF’s 2012 Annual General Meeting. 
The top three videos were chosen by a Leadership 
Volunteer Panel, with final judging open to the 
public on JDRF’s website and Facebook page. This 
year’s winner was 13 year old Megan Beamish from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, for her video “Megan’s One 
Life.” Diagnosed with T1D when she was 10 years old, 
Megan used her video to show how diabetes hasn’t 
stopped her from following her dreams: “People can 

see how hard I train, practice, and study, but what 
some people don’t realize is how much work my 
family and I put into my diabetes. Without that, none 
of this would be possible.”

On November 14, JDRF was pleased to again 
partner with the Canadian Diabetes Association 
and founding sponsor, Novo Nordisk, to mark 
WDD. Silver sponsor, Eli Lilly also joined in on the 
combined initiatives, which included honouring 
the 90th Anniversary of the Canadian discovery 
of insulin, recognizing the accomplishments of 
Sir Frederick Banting and Dr. Charles Best, and 
updating elements of the worlddiabetes.ca microsite. 
Updates to the microsite consisted of full integration 
of social media tools (Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, and 
YouTube), and other interactive components, such as 

a survey, Diabetes Champion Story Gallery, and map 
of Canada. The map summarized a number of events 
taking place across Canada, including human blue 
circles, educational events, municipal proclamations, 
and the blue lighting of monuments. Canadian 
buildings and monuments that were illuminated in 
blue included: the CN Tower in Toronto, Banting 
House National Historic Site of Canada in London, 
Niagara Falls, the Manitoba Legislature in Winnipeg, 

Edmonton City Hall, and the Pacific Coliseum in 
Vancouver. The illumination of blue in the sky above 
Canada marked the close of WDD 2011—a day filled 
with unity, hope, and awareness.

Other awareness-raising initiatives for DAM included 
special supplements in The Globe and Mail, as well 
as Reader’s Digest. For the first time, JDRF also 
distributed three different articles, appearing in English 
and French community newspapers across Canada, as 
well as three different radio reports airing on English 
and French radio stations nationwide. In addition, JDRF 
released its 2011/2012 JDRF calendar, featuring core 
programs, outreach, advocacy, third parties, profiles 
of Diabetes Champions, and ways to get involved with 
JDRF. Thirty thousand copies of the calendar were 
distributed throughout the month of November at 260 

Walmart pharmacies across the country, as well as 
through JDRF Chapters and Program Managers.

JDRF is grateful to all our sponsors, supporters, 
Diabetes Champions, and staff for coming together 
to raise awareness, and celebrate the incredible 
progress in diabetes research and made-in-Canada 
diabetes innovations. Thank you for making World 
Diabetes Day and Diabetes Awareness Month 2011 
so successful.
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Continued SupportLeft to right: Michael, T1D since 1998; Jennifer, 
T1D since 1988; and Bradley, T1D since 2005.



We would like to thank our pharmaceutical partners whose 

invaluable support and commitment have enabled us to 

achieve significant milestones in type 1 diabetes (T1D) 

research and innovation on the path toward curing, 

treating, and preventing this disease.

Danielle, T1D since 2010. 29



JDRF’s Honour Roll

Gift Amount $2,000,000
Christine and the late Herschel Victor

Gift Amount $1,000,000
Marsha and Aubrey Baillie 
Boston Pizza Foundation 
Herbert Black 
Bonnie and Terry Jackson 
TELUS and its Team Members

Gift Amount $500,000 - $999,999
RBC Foundation

Gift Amount $250,000 - $499,000
BMO Financial Group 
CIBC 
Scotiabank Group of Companies

Gift Amount $100,000 - $249,000
A.W.B. Charitable Foundation 
Galen Anderson-Dickie and the late 
Paul Dickie 
Bayer HealthCare 
Bell Canada 
Katherine and Neil Camarta 
Audrey and Alex Davidson 
Kim and Peter Enns 
Carol and Larry Hagan 
Robert Hindle and Family 
Jason Kelly Classic Golf Tournament 
Gabor, Eva, and Dana Jellinek 
The Josephson Family 
Kinross Gold Corporation 
The Lancit Family 
LifeScan Canada Limited OneTouch 
Macquarie Group Foundation 
Marie and Robert MacRae 

Medtronic of Canada 
Ofra and Steven Menkes 
National Bank Financial Group 
Roche Diagnostics Accu-Chek 
Karen and Ryan Shay and Family 
Helaine and Allan Shiff and Family 
TD Bank Group 
Rhoda and Robert Vineberg

Gift Amount $50,000 - $99,999
AGF Management Ltd. 
Armour Transportation Systems/The 
Armour Family 
Geoff Beattie 
Brenda and Simon Benattar 
Black Press Group 
J. Armand Bombardier Foundation 
Brawn Family Foundation 
The Broer / Marshall Family 
Janet and Tye Burt 
Joanne and Douglas Cohen 
CPI Canada 
Michael Cruickshank 
Deloitte & Touche Foundation Canada 
Diabetes Canada Trust 
Eagle Pointe Lodge & Shaw 
Communications 
Penny and Gordon Echenberg Family 
Foundation 
The Economical Insurance Group 
Eli Lilly Canada Inc. 
Norma and Sheldon Finkelstein and 
Family 
Fondation Martin Brodeur 
Isabel and Wayne Fox 
The Frost Family 
The Georgia Straight 
The Globe and Mail 

Hatch 
Stephen Kaplan Family Foundation 
The Leibel Family 
The McKee Family 
Novo Nordisk Canada 
Annette Oelbaum and Family - In 
Memory of Ronald Oelbaum 
Maureen and Peter Oliver 
Brian Randall - Charity Golf Classic 
Rotating Right Inc. 
Source Cable Limited 
The Stroebele Family 
Sun-Rype Products Ltd. 
Tour of Triumph - Hamilton Police 
Services 
1 Anonymous

Gift Amount $25,000 - $49,999
AMG Medical Inc. 
The Abercrombie Foundation 
Alberta Culture and Community Spirit 
Alberto-Culver Canada Inc. 
Aquilini Investment Group (AIG) 
Astral Media 
Auto Control Medical Inc. 
BD Medical - Diabetes Care 
BOB FM 
The Bagg Family Fundraisers; 
Spring Fling; Cuisine for a Cure; 
Swim for a Cure 
The Barrie Advance 
Bell Media 
Scott Bolton 
BOSA Development Corp. 
The Bridle Bash Foundation 
J. Edward Brockhouse 
CN Employees’ and Pensioners’ 
Community Fund 

CTV Atlantic 
CTV Ottawa 
CTVglobemedia Montreal 
Caisse de dépôt et placement du 
Québec 
Calgary Herald 
Canaccord Wealth Management 
Canada Safeway Ltd. 
The Mary and Gordon Christopher 
Foundation 
Colliers International 
Collumbin Family Fund at the Toronto 
Community Foundation 
Corby Distilleries Limited 
Cormark Securities Inc. 
Cottonwood Shots For Kids 
Crew Energy Inc. 
Kristan and Ashit Dattani 
Dinner with the Chiefs - Peel Regional 
Police 
Edmonton Community Foundation 
Eileen Sallis Golf Tournament 
Gail and Jimmy Garfinkle 
GlaxoSmithKline Inc. 
Global BC 
Global Edmonton 
Global Toronto 
GMP Securities 
Grant Family Golf Tournament 
Claire and Bryan Haynes 
Hyatt Regency Vancouver 
Intria 
Jewish Community Foundation of 
Montreal 
Juvenile Diabetes Golf Classic 
Evelyn and David Kozloff 
Karen and Lorne Kutner 
Loblaw Group of Companies 

30Major and Corporate Donors

JDRF wishes to thank the following individuals and companies for their outstanding commitment to our mission to find a cure for type 1 diabetes (T1D) and its 
complications through the support of research and/or for contributing products and services throughout the year.



31Major and Corporate Donors

London Drugs Limited 
Longo’s 
Heather and Ron Miller and Family 
Myron Advertising + Design 
Shelly and Alan Norris 
Oliver & Bonacini Restaurants 
Lois and Tim O’Neil 
Pentian Construction 
Piller’s 
Reader’s Digest 
Real Estate Weekly - Edmonton 
Regina JDRF Charity Golf C/O Jeff 
Stepan 
Riley Beatty 2nd Annual Skate-a-Thon 
Rogers Calgary Radio Group 
Royal Oak Audi 
The Sabiston Family 
Sanofi 
Shed Concept Restaurants and 
Hospitality Services 
Sheraton Ottawa Hotel 
Silpada Designs Canada 
Sobeys Inc.- Edmonton 
Spin Master Ltd. 
Transamerica Life Canada 
UPS  
Vinyl 95.3 
Walmart Canada Corp. 
Norman Warner 
The Woodbridge Company Limited 
Debra and Dr. Sidney Zucker 
2 Anonymous

Gift Amount $10,000 - $24,999
A Concert for the Kids 
Abbott Laboratories Limited 
A Mantella & Sons Ltd. 
A.B.C. Recycling Ltd. 

Alberta and Northwest Territories 
Regional Council of Carpenters and 
Allied Workers 
All Hockey International Ball 
Hockey Tournament 
Aon Parizeau Inc. 
The Aquilini Family 
Barbara J. and Robert C. Armstrong 
ATCO 
Arthur J.E. Child Foundation 
Atlantic Provinces Trucking 
Association 
Mary Ann Azzarello 
Bain & Company 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
Barbecues Galore 
Jennifer and Curtis Bartlett 
Bayshore Capital Inc. 
The Big Give 
David Bird 
Brass Hill Investments Ltd. 
Broadridge 
Marion and Michael Burnyeat 
Stewart Burton 
C.W.F Charity Hockey Fund 
Cabinet Solutions 
Cadillac Fairview Corporation Limited 
Tracy Cameron and Roland Susko 
Canada Inc. 
Canada’s Research-Based 
Pharmaceutical Companies 
Carmen and Robert Carbone 
Canadian Jewellers Association 
CAW 
Children’s Books for Charity 
Franco and Cathy Cianci 
Gregory Cochrane 
Caroline and Alistair Corbett 

Craig-Casgrain Fund of Tides 
Canada Foundation 
Crowne Plaza Moncton 
The Crystal Ball - Windsor 
Cushman & Wakefield 
CYCLE 4: What Matters Foundation 
Stacey and Stuart Dalgleish 
Dance 4 Diabetes 
Davies, Ward, Phillips & Vineberg LLP 
D & H Ltd. 
Denistry Canada Fund 
Mouvement des caisses Desjardins 
Mary Jane Devine and Mike Cyr 
Diabetes Express 
DIVCO Foundation 
Eldon & Anne Foote Foundation at  
Electri-Tech Services Inc. 
EnCana Corporation 
Esdale Printing Company 
Father Michael Luchka Memorial 
Charity Golf Tournament - Knights of 
Columbus 
Daniel Fernandes 
Fidelity Investments Canada Limited 
Janice and Kenneth Finkelstein 
Margot and Brian Fitzpatrick 
Ford Motor Company of Canada 
The Frocktail Party 
Futurion 
Bill Gallagher - Avenir Sports 
Entertainment 
The Garfinkle Family 
Genworth Financial Canada 
Gestion Soplajoey Inc 
Judy Goldring and Robert Smuk 
Mary and Robert Goodfellow 
Goodmans LLP 
Phyllis and Lou Gordon 

Great-West Life 
Fran and Doug Grundman 
H&R Reit  
Lynn and Robert Hewett 
Highrise Window Technologies Inc. 
Mrs. Rita and Dr. Wayne Hildahl 
Hindle and Associates 
Independant Order Of Foresters Branch 
Cindy Innes and the late Drew Innes 
Inst’l Equity Childrens Charities 
Irvine Schein Hockey Tournament 
Ivanhoe Cambridge Inc. 
Jammin’ for JD 
JC Clark Ltd. 
JD Sweid Foods 
JP Morgan Securities Canada Inc. 
Journeys with Heart - Turquoise 
Turkey Tour 
KPMG LLP 
Yvonne Kala 
Kelsey’s For Kids 
Debbie and Danny Kornhauser 
Susan and John Leach 
Angela Homer and Prentice Lee 
Lederman Foundation 
Loyola Student House of Assembly 
MSCM LLP 
Isabelle and Michael MacBean 
Tamara and Justin MacCormack 
Irving Consumer Products 
Manitoba Building Trades Golf 
Tournament 
Manitoba Mustang’s Charity Hockey 
Fund - Garth Lancaster 
M. Ann Marshall 
Sue and Murray Mason 
Maria and Ralph Matheson 
Mills Basics 



Major and Corporate Donors

The Beta Society Legacy 
Gift Honour Roll
Richard Anstett 
Marsha and Aubrey Baillie 
Succession Fedora Giroux Beaudoin 
Estate of Pauline Bergeron-Houle 
Estate of John Spencer Bigham 
M. Bjegovich 
Estate of Beverley Pearl Bridge 
Estate of H. Joyce Burtenshaw 
Estate of Robert Chisholm 
Estate of Ron Courneyea 
Estate of Elizabeth Jean Dickson 
Estate of Katherine Jerlien Elliott 
Estate of Robert John Fischer 
Estate of James Geddes  
Carol and Larry Hagan 
Estate of Marianne Hart 

Estate of B.T. Hazelton 
Estate of Ernestine Hopkins 
Bonnie and Terry Jackson 
Estate of Leah Kessler 
Beverley Kinshella 
Dorothy and Donald Lawless 
Estate of Jean Templeton Lindsay 
Estate of Lucy Lynn 
Estate of Donald Edward McCarthy 
Robert McLeish 
Paula Mussman 
Carol and Michael Nedham 
The Estate of Helen Alice Nichols 
Lorraine Pollock 
Tannis and George Richardson 
Estate of Theresa Helen Sansom 

Estate of Martha Serrels 
Estate of Bonnie Sheldon 
Louise and Paul Shewfelt 
Estate of Miriam Mary Sherman 
Helaine and Allan Shiff 
David Skelly 
Estate of Margaret Cunard Smith 
Estate of Elizabeth Stewart 
Estate of Maureen Swaffer 
Estate of Henry William Thomas Tansley 
Margaret Taylor 
Estate of Betty Ann Marion Vodden 
Dr. and Mrs. D. Wright 
13 Anonymous

Natalie Minckler 
Elaine and Barry Mintz 
Mitchel-Lincoln Packaging Ltd. 
Morgan Stanley Canada Limited 
Patricia and James Morris 
Nelmar Securities Packaging 
Systems Inc. 
The Night to End Diabetes 
Teddi Orenstein and Peter Lyall 
Oringer Family Foundation 
Osler Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
The Penny Family 
Pirie Foundation 
Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, Local 213 
Henry Polessky 
The Poppleton Family 
Protech Chemicals Ltd. 
Sharon and Norman Puhl 
Yola and Jim Rager 

Rawlco Radio 
Redbourne Group Holdings Inc. 
Greta and Peter Reiskind 
Rochelle Reichert and Henry Wolfond 
The Cyril and Dorothy, Joel and Jill 
Reitman Family Foundation 
Reitmans (Canada) Ltd. 
Richter Charitable Foundation 
Peter Rockandel 
The Rosenbloom Family 
Suzanne and Larry Ross 
Rothschild Inc. 
RPM Technologies Corporation 
SNC-Lavalin Inc. 
Joey Saputo 
Saskatchewan Provincial Building & 
Trades Council Golf Tournament 
Rajan and Gurpreet Sawhney 
Joe Schlesinger 

Jessica and Robert Shelley 
Sherrard Kuzz LLP Employment & 
Labour Lawyers 
Lorne Shiff 
Sobeys Inc. 
South Saskatchewan Community 
Foundations Inc. 
Standard Life 
Blema and Arnold Steinberg Family 
Foundation 
Ruth and Dr. Melvin Steinhart 
Yolanda Stepien and Dan McLeod 
Ernie Stevens 
Sun Life Financial Ltd. 
Florence R. Swire 
Eva Mary Templeton 
Paula and Morris Trefler 
UBS Securities Canada Inc. 
United Way Ottawa 

Vac Aero International Inc. 
Rose and Wim VanderZalm 
Gail Victor 
The Herschel Victor Foundation 
The WB Family Foundation 
Katherine and Tim Wall 
Waterloo, Wellington, Dufferin, Grey 
Building Trades 
Webkinz Foundation 
Mrs. Myrna and Dr. Noah Weiszner 
Welker & Associates 
Welland Ball Hockey 
Andrew Wilkin 
Beatrijs and Bruce Williams 
Nanci York 
14 Anonymous
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Canadian Research Funded in 2011

Immune Therapies

Danska, Jayne, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement 
Mechanisms of Type 1 Diabetes Protection by  
Manipulation of Gut Microflora  
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, ON

Delovitch, Terry, PhD 
Innate Immunity Grant 
Novel Strategies for Innate Immune Modulation of 
Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) 
Robarts Research Institute, London, ON

Dutz, Jan, FRCP(C)
Strategic Research Agreement  
Treating diabetes with topical calcipotriol-
adjuvanted vaccination 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Dutz, Jan, FRCP(C)
Mucosal Immunity  
Intestinal barrier function and TLR signaling in T1D 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Horwitz, Marc, PhD
Innovative Grant 
Coxsackievirus, MDA5 and T1D 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Labrecque, Nathalie, PhD
Autoimmunity 
Delineating the Role of Memory T Cells in 
Autoimmune Diabetes 
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

Lesage, Sylvie, PhD
Autoimmunity 
Elimination of Pathogenic T Cells Throught a Rare 
Regulatory T Cell Subset 
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

Montane, Joel, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Prevention of diabetes by T regulatory cell 
recruitment to the islet 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Piccirillo, Ciriaco, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Integrating genetics with markers of immune response 
McGill University Health Centre—Montreal Children’s  
Hospital, Montreal, QC

Polychronakos, Constantin, MD
Priority Research Grant  
Rare but highly penetrant alleles in the genetics of 
type 1 diabetes 
McGill University Health Centre—Montreal Children’s  
Hospital, Montreal, QC

Ramanathan, Sheela, PhD
Innovative Grant 
Role of IL-15 in the pathogenesis of T1D in the NOD 
mouse 
Université de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QC

Santamaria, Pere, MD, PhD
Scholar Award 
A novel vaccine for the prevention and cure of 
type 1 diabetes  
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Santamaria, Pere, MD, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Expansion of autoregulatory CD4+ memory with 
pMHC class II nanoparticles 
The University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Santamaria, Pere, MD, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Peptide MHC Class-l Coated Gold Nanoparticles for 
treatment of T1D 
University Technologies International Inc., Calgary, AB

Tan, Rusung, MD , PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
IL-17 in type 1 diabetes 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Thebault, Pamela, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Role of memory T cells in pathogenesis  
of Type 1 Diabetes 
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

Beta Cell Therapies

Baradar Jalili, Reza, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Development and Application of a Composite  
Non-Rejectable Islet Graft 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Basford, Christina, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Molecular characterisation of insulin producing cells  
derived from hESC 
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON
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Bischoff, Loraine, MD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Protection of islet grafts by recruitment of T 
regulatory cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Bruin, Jennifer, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Generation of Mature Beta Cells from Human  
Embryonic Stem Cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Hoffman, Brad, PhD
Innovative Grant 
Cytokine induced changes in the beta-cell epigenome 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Johnson, James, PhD
Beta Cell Survival 
Comprehensive high-content screening to prevent 
beta-cell apoptosis 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Johnson, James, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Targeting the Raf 1 signaling node for beta-cell 
survival and function  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Johnson, James, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
High-throughput analysis of beta-cell-preserving 
paracrine factors  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Kieffer, Timothy, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Targeted Expression of Insulin to Intestinal  
Endocrine Cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Kieffer, Timothy, PhD
Progenitor 
Transgenic Pigs with Insulin Producing Gut K-Cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Kieffer, Timothy, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Treatment of Diabetes with Human Pancreatic  
Precursor Cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Korbutt, Gregory, PhD
Bioengineering 
Bioengineering a highly vascularized ectopic  
site for islet transplantation  
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Lynn, Francis, PhD
Career Development Award  
The role of Sox 4 in beta cell genesis and proliferation 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

MacDonald, Patrick, PhD
Career Development Award  
Metabolic and immunologic interactions in islet  
graft function and loss 
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Mojibian, Majid, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Evaluation of immunogenicity of insulin producing  
gut K-cells  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Rudnicki, Michael, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Investigation of Induction of Pancreas  
Regeneration by Periostin  
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, Ottawa, ON

Santamaria, Pere, MD, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Regenerative capacity of the diabetic NOD  
pancreas upon diabetes reversal  
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Screaton, Robert, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Functional Genomics of Human Beta Cell 
Proliferation  
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario Research  
Institute, Ottawa, ON

Shapiro, James, MD, PhD
Center Grant 
Islet Protection, Regeneration and New Sites  
for Implantation 
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Shapiro, James, MD, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Caspase Inhibition in Clinical Islet Transplantation 
University of Alberta—Dept. of Surgery, Edmonton, AB

Surapisitchat, James, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Differentiation of functional beta cells from Human  
Embryonic Stem Cells 
University Health Network, Toronto, ON
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Van Der Kooy, Derek, PhD
Priority Research Grant 
Pancreatic Stem Cells 
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Van Der Kooy, Derek, PhD
Replacement 
Pancreatic Stem Cells 
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Verchere, C . Bruce, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
CCL 22—Mediated Protection of Islet Transplants  
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Wang, Qinghua, MD, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
GABAergic signaling a potential new target for  
human beta-cell regeneration  
St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, ON

Warnock, Garth, MD, MSc
Islet Transplantation 
Improving Islet Survival by Blocking Negative 
Costimulatory Pathways 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Zandstra, Peter, PhD
Bioengineering 
Engineering Pancreatic Specification from human 
Pluripotent Stem Cells 
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Glucose Control Therapies

Asztalos, Elizabeth, MD, MSc, FRCP(C)
Strategic Research Agreement 
CONCEPTT—International Studies 
The Centre for Mother, Infant, and Child Research 
(CMICR), Toronto, ON

Carlen, Peter, MD, FRCP(C)
Priority Research Grant  
Juvenile Hypoglycemic Seizures: Consequences, 
Mechanisms and Treatment 
Toronto Western Hospital, Toronto, ON

Complications Therapies

Akude, Eli, PhD
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award  
Understanding the molecular mechanisms that 
produce diabetic dysautonomia 
McGill University, Montreal, QC

Cooper, Ellis, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Hyperglycemia - induce ROS impairs synaptic 
transmission in autonomic ganglia 
McGill University, Montreal, QC

Fernyhough, Paul, PhD
Priority Research Grant  
Metabolic regulation of neuronal mitochondrial 
function in diabetes  
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Fernyhough, Paul, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement 
Muscarinic receptor antagonists for treatment of 
diabetic neuropathy 
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Geraldes, Pedro, PhD
High Priority, Short Term Award  
Role of HP-1 Regulating PDGF and EGF Actions in 
Diabetic Complications 
Université de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QC

McBride, Heidi, PhD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Investigations into the rise and fall of ROS in the 
hyperglycaemic state 
Ottawa Heart Institute Research Corporation, 
Ottawa, ON

Pacaud, Danièle, MD
Strategic Research Agreement 
Corneal Confocal Miscroscopy to detect Diabetic 
Neuropathy in Children  
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Perkins, Bruce, MD
Strategic Research Agreement  
Corneal Nerve Fiber Density as a Biomarker of 
Early Neuropathy 
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Touyz, Rhian, MD, PhD
Center Grant 
TOUYZ: NOX—derived ROS: Renal and Vascular  
Complications of Type 1 Diabetes  
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, Ottawa, ON

Zochodne, Douglas, MD
Interconnecting and Synergistic Pathways  
Diabetic Neuropathy, Neuronal Insulin and its  
Interaction with age-rage  
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Partnerships (JDRF/CCTN)

Canada V
Partnership Program 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Ottawa, ON

JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network
International Government Grant /Transportfolio 
Clinical Operations Centre 
Robarts Clinical Trials, London, ON
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Financial Review 2011
Report of Management
Management is responsible 
for the preparation of JDRF’s 
financial statements and 
other financial information in 
this report. This responsibility 
includes maintaining the 
integrity and objectivity 
of the financial records. 
JDRF maintains a system of 
internal controls designed 
to provide assurance that 
its records include the 
transactions of its operations.

The financial statements 
have been reported 
on by JDRF’s auditors, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, 
Chartered Accountants. The 
Board of Directors, through 
its Finance Committee, is 
responsible for determining 
that management fulfills 
its responsibilities in the 
preparation of the financial 
statements, and ensures the 
financial and operational 
controls of JDRF are adequate.

The Audit Committee reviews 
the financial statements and 
meets with the auditors. The 
auditors have full and free 
access to management, the 
Finance Committee, and the 
Audit Committee in carrying 
out their work.

The data on this page 
has been extracted and 
summarized from the audited 
financial statements. A 
complete set of financial 
statements is available 
upon request from the 
Finance Department at 
(647) 789-2007. Charitable 
business number: 
11897 6604 RR0001.

2011 ($) 2010 ($)

Revenues
Public Support Revenues
Campaigns 24,918,138 21,984,877
Direct response 104,003 119,990
JDRF CCTN grant revenue 15,806,203 5,691,177

40,828,344 27,796,044
Other Revenues
Investment income 99,591 44,416

Unrealized gain on short-term 
investments

71,571 8,645

171,162 53,061

40,999,506 27,849,105

Expenses
Direct Expenses 5,043,824 4,516,185

35,955,682 23,332,920
Other Expenses
Program services:
   Research support 8,812,590 8,293,663
   JDRF CCTN research 11,256,240 8,274,710
   Public education and advocacy 4,087,960 3,687,571

24,156,790 20,255,944
Supporting services:
   Management and general 1,426,842 1,402,324
   JDRF CCTN general 2,031,791 1,386,090
   Fundraising 2,456,894 2,316,738

5,915,527 5,105,152
30,072,317 25,361,096

Surplus (deficit) of the year 5,883,365 (2,028,176)

2011 ($) 2010 ($)

Assets
Current Assets

Cash 11,496,280 6,047,285

Short-term investments 1,486,235 1,062,093

Accounts receivable 954,283 623,178

Grant receivable 418,415 691,177

Prepaid expenses and other assets 94,704 80,386

14,449,917 8,504,119

Capital Assets 349,997 433,156

14,799,914 8,937,275

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Accounts payable, accrued and 
deferred support

996,170 994,190

Deferred leasehold 210,026 232,732

1,206,196 1,226,922

Net Assets
Unrestricted 13,508,218 7,624,853

Restricted for endowment purposes 85,500 85,500

13,593,718 7,710,353

14,799,914 8,937,275

 

Public Support and Other RevenuesFunctional Expenses

•Campaigns�60.8%
Management�and�General�4.7%• Other�Revenue�0.4%•Fundraising�8.2%•

Direct�Response�0.2%•�•Research,�Education,�and�Advocacy�42.9%

CCTN�Grant�Revenue�38.5%•
•CCTN�44.2%

Consolidated Statement of Public Support, Other Revenues, and 
Expenses for the year ended December 31, 2011.

Consolidated Balance Sheet 
as at December 31, 2011.



Senior Leadership Team
Andrew McKee, President & CEO 
Mary Ann Azzarello, Vice President, 
Business Development 
Philip Welford, Vice President, 
Strategic Partnerships 
Cindy Innes, Vice President, 
Support Services 
Jennifer McEvoy, Associate Vice 
President, Marketing and 
Communications

Board of Directors 
2011 / 2012
Aubrey Baillie, Chair of the Board 
Alex Davidson, Treasurer 
David Kozloff, MD, Secretary 
Mike Cyr 
Darrin Davis 
Sheldon Finkelstein, MD 
Bryan Haynes 
Mike Hopkins 
Judy M. Hunt 
Garth Lancaster 
Mollie Miller 
Sean Murray 
Peter Oliver 
Ryan Shay 
Lorne Shiff 
Matt Varey 
Andrew Wilkin 
Bruce Williams

Chapters and Locations

National Support Office
JDRF Canada 
2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800 
Toronto, ON  M2J 5A9 
Toll Free: 1.877.CURE.533

Atlantic Region

Halifax 

1658 Bedford Hwy. Suite 2055 

Bedford Place Mall 

Bedford, NS  B4A 2X9 

Toll Free: 1.888.439.5373

Moncton 
36 Albert Street 

Moncton, NB  E1C 1A9 

Tel: (506) 857-4255

Saint John, NB 
99 Hampton Road 

Rothesay, NB  E2E 3L3 

Tel: (506) 763-0001

St . John’s, NL 
30 Moores Drive 

Mount Pearl, NL  A1N 4V9 

Toll Free: 1.888.672.6855

B .C . & Yukon Region

Vancouver 
6450 Roberts Street, Suite 150 

Burnaby, BC  V5G 4E1 

Toll Free: 1.877.320.1933

Victoria 
1581-H Hillside Avenue, Suite 296 

Victoria, BC  V8T 2C1   

Tel: (250) 370-7790

Kamloops 
347 West Seymour Street 

Kamloops, BC  V2C 1E8 

Tel: (250) 374-0599

Kelowna 
2095 Brentwood Road 

Kelowna, BC  V1P 1H2 

Tel: (250) 765-7711

North Central Alberta & NWT 
Region
Edmonton 
17321 – 108 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB  T5S 1G2 

Tel: (780) 428-0343

Red Deer 
Box 25040 Deer Park 
Red Deer, AB  T4R 2H0 

Tel: (403) 986-2280

North Eastern Ontario Region

Ottawa 
1600 Merivale Road, Suite 206 

Ottawa, ON  K2G 5J8 

Toll Free: 1.866.796.5373

Prairie Region

Winnipeg 
191 Lombard Avenue, Suite 1101 

Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0X1 

Tel: (204) 953-4477

Regina 
P.O. Box 3924 

Regina, SK  S4P 3R8 

Tel: (306) 543-5451

Saskatoon 
P.O. Box 22016 

Prince Albert, SK  S6V 8E3 

Tel: (306) 314-9533

Quebec Region

Montreal 
615 Rene-Levesque Blvd. W.  

Suite 330 

Montreal, QC  H3B 1P5 

Toll Free: 1.877.634.2238

Southern Alberta Region
Calgary 
1608-17th Avenue S.W., Suite 204 
Calgary, AB  T2T 0E3 
Tel: (403) 255-7100

South Central Ontario Region
Peel 
6620 Kitimat Road, Unit 1A 
Mississauga, ON  L5N 2B8 
Tel: (905) 608-8067

Barrie 
109 Bayfield Street  
Midhurst, ON  L4M 3A9 
Toll Free: 1.866.413.5373

Hamilton 
202 – 180 James Street South 
Hamilton, ON  L8P 4V1 
Toll Free: 1.866.602.6662

South Western Ontario Region
Waterloo 
684 Belmont Avenue W., Unit 103 
Kitchener, ON  N2M 1N6 
Tel: (519) 745-2426

London 
309 Commissioners Road, Unit A #2 
London, ON  N6J 1Y4 
Tel: (519) 641-7006

Windsor 
3347 Randolph Avenue 
Windsor, ON  N9E 3E8 
Tel: (519) 972-6676

Toronto Region 
2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800 
Toronto, ON  M2J 5A9 
Tel: (647) 789-2000 
Toll Free: 1.877.CURE.533
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2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800

Toronto, ON  M2J 5A9

1.877.CURE.533 | 647.789.2000 

www.jdrf.ca

  JDRF Canada


