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What does a world free of 
diabetes look like?
For Meghan, it means freedom 
from needles and finger pokes.
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JDRF continues to be a remarkable success 
story. For more than 36 years, Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation Canada (JDRF) 

has been at the forefront of groundbreaking research 
for type 1 diabetes. As the worldwide leader in 
funding research to cure type 1 diabetes and in 
setting the global agenda for diabetes research, 
JDRF remains the hope for many Canadian children 
and adults living with this disease. With good reason 
– our unwavering mission is set out clearly “to find a 
cure for diabetes and its complications through the 
support of research.”

It is truly an exciting time for diabetes research 
in Canada. In 2009, we found ourselves in the 
hopeful position of establishing a more extensive 
Canadian research pipeline than ever before.

JDRF is building on this excitement and keeping 
the momentum going by launching one of the 
largest government partnerships in Canadian 
diabetes history. The $34 million partnership 
announced with the Federal Government 
establishes the JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial 
Network (CCTN), an ambitious and far-reaching 
project that aims to accelerate clinical research in 
diabetes in Canada by developing and conducting 
high profile, practice-changing clinical trials with 
leading universities, corporations and medical 
centres in Southern Ontario. With a broad mission 
spanning advanced technology like the artificial 
pancreas, cutting-edge immune therapies and 
other biological interventions, the CCTN will be at 

the centre of Canadian and worldwide efforts to 
cure diabetes. The CCTN will bring new, advanced 
therapies for diabetes and its complications to 
Canadians faster and increase our national capacity 
for clinical trials. With a $20 million investment from 
the government’s Federal Economic Development 
Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev) and 
matching funds of $13.9 million contributed by 
JDRF, the new CCTN is a clear example of how 
your donations and support are getting us closer 
to a cure.

With the seeds of the CCTN sown in Southern 
Ontario, our attention now turns to the numerous 
other areas of the country where researchers are 
in need of support to bring their own clinical trials 
to life, and where families with type 1 diabetes are 
eager for access to these exciting new treatments 
and technologies. Over the coming year, JDRF is 
squarely focused on extending the CCTN and its 
trials to every corner of the country. All of this will 
be done while we continue to fund groundbreaking 
laboratory research across the nation and 
develop a new strategy designed to accelerate the 
translation of basic science breakthroughs into 
potential clinical treatments.

Of course, all this research towards a cure takes 
resources. We are delighted to report that we 
had another successful year in that respect, 
concluding fiscal year 2010 with $22.1 million in 
total revenue, exceeding our goal of $20.2 million. 
With your overwhelming support and commitment, 

our core programs and fundraising initiatives have 
once again surpassed expectations. This year, 
the TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes raised over 
$7.5 million and the Ride for Diabetes Research 
exceeded expectations, raising over $7.1 million. 
The growth of other fundraising efforts also 
continued to climb, with our Galas raising over 
$2.2 million, and Major Gifts generating $2 million. 
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation 
to you, our supporters, volunteers, JDRF families, 
corporate supporters and constituents. It cannot 
go without stating that without you and your 
unwavering commitment, we could not even begin 
to dream of a day without diabetes.

With your continued support, the year ahead 
will undoubtedly see more growth, promise and 
innovation. JDRF’s success continues to climb to 
new heights year after year, setting ambitious goals, 
exceeding expectations in innovative research, 
science, fundraising and government relations.

We thank you for your continued efforts and tireless 
commitment. It is your contributions and support 
that has enabled us to see a year of growth and 
opportunity for those living with diabetes.  n
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Front Row: Ashlynn, age 8, diagnosed at 11 months; Makyla, age 9, 
diagnosed at 17 months.

Second Row: Denira, age 18, diagnosed at 8 years of age;  
Anne-Marie, age 18, diagnosed at 8 years of age; Shawn, age 38, 
diagnosed at 14 years of age and Demar, age 10, diagnosed at 6 
years of age.

About JDRF

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) 
is the global leader in setting the agenda for 
type 1 diabetes research worldwide, and is the 
largest charitable funder and advocate for type 1 
diabetes research. Our mission is to find a cure 
for diabetes and its complications through the 
support of research.

Founded in 1974 by parents of children with 
type 1 diabetes, JDRF is passionate about 
our commitment to raising funds to drive 
world-class research to develop new and 
better treatments to improve the lives of 
people who have type 1 diabetes and help 
keep them as healthy as possible.

JDRF efficiently and effectively directs 
resources to research designed at finding a 
cure and developing new treatments, drugs and 
therapies. JDRF is committed to aggressively 
following the most promising paths to cure, 
better treat, and prevent type 1 diabetes.

Through local chapters, international affiliates, 
volunteers, staff and corporate partnerships in 
over 100 locations worldwide, JDRF offers a 
diverse support network, outreach programs, 
advocacy initiatives, and innovative fundraising 
programs. For more information, or to make a 
donation, please visit www.jdrf.ca.
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The past year was pivotal for JDRFI research 
– both in numbers and in scientific focus. 
We funded $107 million (U.S.) in research, 

and we made significant advances toward new 
treatments and a cure for type 1 diabetes.

Moreover, as we marked JDRFI’s 40th year, 
we passed a significant milestone, reaching 
$1.5 billion (U.S.) in cumulative research funding 
since our founding.

That total is surely 
impressive, but it’s 
even more so when put 
in historical context. 
Consider that JDRFI (then 
known as JDF) funded its 
first research in 1974: four 
grants totalling just over 
$200,000 (U.S.). Not until 1976 did the Foundation’s 
research funding surpass $1 million (U.S.) annually, 
and as late as 1990, funding totalled just over 
$16 million (U.S.) a year.

What this means is that the vast majority of the 
$1.5 billion (U.S.) has come in just the last decade 
– associated with achieving significant scientific 
progress and exciting momentum, as exemplified by 
the progress in the field of diabetes research in the 
last year. It is thanks in large part to JDRFI funding 
that the field has blossomed over the past 10 years. 
New and highly promising areas of investigation 
have emerged – beta cell regeneration, 

autoantigen-specific immunoregulation, and 
technologies that will allow for the development 
of first generation artificial pancreas systems 
– that were not even considerations a decade 
ago, let alone in 1970. JDRFI has aggressively 
invested in these areas and helped accelerate 
these scientific advances.

Because of the momentum and developments 
we have seen in recent years, JDRFI remains 
as confident as ever that continued funding of 

innovative and critical 
research will result in 
advances that will lead 
to better treatments 
and ultimately a cure 
– and that we will be 
the organization driving 
these developments.

At the same time, the past 40 years have shown us 
that curing diabetes will not be easy. It has become 
painfully clear that this is a highly complicated 
disease, and to cure it, we must solve multiple 
problems: we must figure out how to stop the 
immune attack that causes diabetes; we must 
determine how to regenerate or replace beta cells 
so people can make their own insulin again; and we 
must stop or reverse complications that may have 
already begun.

We have come to believe that as we progress 
toward these goals, it is vitally important that we 

also focus on making life better for people with  
type 1 diabetes in the short-term. 

Without losing sight of the ultimate goal of a cure, 
JDRFI has turned some of its attention to areas 
we believe will bring about impactful, tangible 
improvements in the lives of people with type 1 
diabetes in the near term – areas like achieving 
better blood sugar control to protect against 
complications. By doing so, we will help people with 
diabetes live as long and healthily as possible as 
we continue to search for a cure.

We have reorganized our research focus around 
those two distinct, but related aims: science leading 
to a cure, and science leading to better treatments. 
This research review is organized in the same 
way, highlighting progress across the past year in 
Cure Therapies and in Treatment Therapies. We 
have also expanded our Industry Discovery and 

We have reorganized our research focus 
around those two distinct, but related aims: 
science leading to a cure, and science leading 
to better treatments. 
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Development Partnership program to stimulate 
company involvement in, and to support the 
commercialization of, targeted type 1 diabetes 
research projects across our research portfolio.

Throughout this review, there are common 
themes that set JDRFI research apart: our 
proactive management 
of science, our ability to 
foster collaboration and 
partnerships between 
academic and industry 
researchers, our targeting 
of innovative ideas, and our 
commitment to accelerating scientific progress in 
the area of type 1 diabetes.

Cure Therapies
Cure-related research accounted for about two-
thirds of JDRFI’s research funding in FY2010 and 
included programs and projects in our Beta Cell 
Therapies and Immune Therapies portfolios.

Beta Cell Therapies research seeks to find ways 
to restore the insulin-producing beta cells that are 
lost in the immune system attack that causes  
type 1 diabetes. Within this area, pathways to 
a cure involve either the regeneration or the 
replacement of the insulin-producing beta cells. 
Regeneration focuses on triggering the body 
to re-grow its own beta cells, and to convert 
or reprogram other cells to become beta cells. 
Replacement focuses on replacing lost or 
damaged beta cells with functional beta cells or 

their earlier cell forms from external sources, like 
organ donors, animals, or stem cells. Last year, 
JDRFI funded approximately $35 million (U.S.) in 
research in this area.

Immune Therapies research seeks to stop the 
immune system attack on beta cells that leads to 

diabetes in the first 
place and destroys 
newly regenerated or 
replaced beta cells 
if not addressed. 
Studies supported 
by the Immune 

Therapies program focus on the discovery and 
development of novel therapies for halting the 
autoimmune response, with strong emphasis 
on antigen-specific approaches. The Immune 
Therapies program also supports studies to 
understand the disease progression in individuals 
at risk for type 1 diabetes as well as those 
with the established disease – knowledge 
critical to the ability to design and optimize 
immunotherapies at all type 1 diabetes stages. 
In FY2010, JDRFI funded more than $32 million 
(U.S.) in Immune Therapies research.

FY2010 Progress and Success
Immune Therapies
Long-Term Anti-CD3 Benefits – A clinical trial in 
Belgium found that a six-day treatment with an 
anti-CD3 drug slows the progress of diabetes 
over the first few years after diagnosis.

For many years now, JDRFI has funded research 
into the development of anti-CD3 antibody 
therapy – compounds engineered to block the 
function of the T cells that mediate the immune 
system attack in type 1 diabetes. The therapy has 
been shown to halt the progression of diabetes 
in people newly diagnosed with the disease. This 
study took that work a step further by showing that 
even a brief treatment, at the time of diagnosis of 
type 1 diabetes, preserved the function of insulin-
producing cells for several years – a major step 
toward stopping or slowing diabetes. The trial also 
pointed to the importance of early intervention; 
people who benefited most from the treatment were 
younger at the time of diagnosis and had more 
remaining beta cell function.

Phase III Trials – Separate research on anti-CD3 
treatments progressed to the most advanced stage 
of clinical testing: Phase III trials. Two of JDRFI’s 
industry partners began testing anti-CD3 treatments 

Cure-related research accounted for about 
two-thirds of JDRFI’s research funding in 
FY2010.
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in Phase III trials. JDRFI partner MacroGenics 
and its pharmaceutical collaborator Eli Lilly. are 
evaluating the drug teplizumab in a study of 530 
people in 14 countries. JDRFI partner Tolerx and 
its pharmaceutical collaborator GlaxoSmithKline 
are evaluating the drug otelixizumab in two large 
Phase III trials at multiple sites in Europe and 
North America. The trials demonstrate the success 
of JDRFI’s strategy 
to fill gaps in the drug 
development pipeline by 
helping small companies 
fund early clinical testing 
that then attracts bigger 
companies to step in and 
fund the large trials needed for FDA registration and 
approval in the United States.

Recently, MacroGenics and Eli Lilly announced 
that one of their trials of teplizumab used to treat 
recent-onset type 1 diabetes did not meet its 
primary efficacy endpoints during a one-year 
review. The companies have decided to suspend 
further enrolment and dosing in two other ongoing 
trials of the drug in people with type 1 diabetes. 
This study was not halted due to safety concerns. 
MacroGenics and Eli Lilly are currently reviewing 
the data from the trials to better understand the 
outcome and determine next steps.

Advances Across Two Diseases
JDRFI joined forces with two partners in an 
innovative bid to stop the autoimmune dysfunction 

underlying both type 1 diabetes and multiple 
sclerosis. The program is among the first between 
patient organizations for different diseases.

JDRFI has partnered with Fast Forward – the 
drug-development arm of the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society – and Axxam, an Italian 
company that is screening its extensive chemical 

library to find compounds 
that target immune 
system ion channels – tiny 
tunnels on the surface of 
cells. It is believed that a 
particular ion channel is 
involved in the immune 

system malfunction that causes both diseases. 
With JDRFI’s funding, Axxam is identifying drugs 
that block the channel and can be developed as 
potential immune therapies.

Nanopart ic le Vaccines
Researchers successfully cured and prevented 
type 1 diabetes in mice using an innovative 
nanotechnology-based vaccine.

JDRFI-funded scientists used a vaccine made of 
nanoparticles – thousands of times smaller than 
the size of a cell – that were coated with proteins 
involved in enabling immune cells to communicate 
with one another. The treatment increased the 
numbers of a type of cell that suppresses the 
immune system attack underlying diabetes and 
restored normal blood sugar levels in mice with the 

disease. The study, conducted at the University 
of Calgary, provides important insights into 
stopping the immune attack that causes type 1 
diabetes. In fact, these discoveries have now 
triggered the formation of a company called Parvus 
Therapeutics Inc., which will further develop the 
technology. The study also shows the potential 
of antigen-specific therapies, which target highly 
specific autoimmune responses without damaging 
the overall immune system.

Blocking “Natural Killer” Cells – Scientists 
demonstrated that certain immune system cells 
(called regulatory T cells) play a role in preventing 
type 1 diabetes.

Researchers at Harvard Medical School showed 
that regulatory T cells control how diabetes 
progresses in mice. The cells rein in the immune 
attack on the pancreas by changing how other 
immune system cells – called “natural killer” cells 

Researchers successfully cured and 
prevented type 1 diabetes in mice using 
an innovative nanotechnology-based 
vaccine.
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– function. When there were no regulatory T cells 
to block them, the natural killer cells began the 
immune attack that causes diabetes. The research 
suggests that drugs or therapies targeting these 
cells could prevent diabetes or alter its course.

nPOD Expands to 
Europe 
JDRFI’s Network for 
Pancreatic Organ Donors 
with Diabetes (nPOD) 
program, a remarkable 
success in advancing 
research into the causes 
of type 1 diabetes, was expanded to Europe. nPOD 
provides diabetes researchers worldwide with access 
to pancreatic and other tissues from organ donors at 
all stages of diabetes. Researchers use the tissues 
in studies that seek to answer key questions about 
the underlying cause and characteristics of type 1 
diabetes. By expanding to Europe, nPOD can offer 
researchers an additional pool of potential organ 
donors – including the important but less-studied 
group with pre-diabetes, a stage of disease prior to 
insulin-dependence. nPOD expects to be screening 
about 30 per cent of all organ donors in the United 
States by the end of 2011 – a key milestone for the 
program, and a huge help for researchers.

Beta Cell  Therapies
Regenerat ion Partnerships
JDRFI entered into three new partnerships to 
speed the fast-developing field of regeneration, 

demonstrating its leadership in this new and highly 
promising pathway of diabetes research. The 
early-stage research driven by JDRFI has now 
attracted the attention of large pharmaceutical 
companies who are committing funds and 
capabilities to accelerate drug development for 

beta cell regeneration. 
JDRFI will continue 
to explore innovative 
partnerships and new 
funding mechanisms to 
address gaps in type 1 
diabetes research.

 ► A research collaboration with Pfizer, 
Hadassah Medical Organization and The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem to develop 
drugs that can regenerate insulin-producing 
cells. The program evaluates Pfizer 
compounds that promote cell regeneration 
and builds on unique beta cell regeneration 
models created by JDRFI-funded researchers. 

 ► A unique agreement with the Genomics Institute 
of the Novartis Research Foundation (GNF) 
to create a drug discovery and development 
platform for beta cell proliferation, survival, and 
reprogramming. This is one of the largest and 
most comprehensive collaborations in JDRFI’s 
history, and marks a major opportunity to 
work with an experienced and highly regarded 
scientific partner to quickly translate discoveries 
in research into new therapies.

 ► A collaboration with the Johnson & Johnson 
Corporate Office of Science and Technology 
to develop drug targets and pathways that 
promote beta cell survival and function. The 
program funds research at academic and 
medical research centres worldwide, creating 
an “incubator” to support early-stage studies. 
By working with a company known for first-
class research and significant experience in 
the commercialization of products, JDRFI is 
looking to increase the number of viable drug 
targets identified and fundamentally advance 
the pace of diabetes research.

Pancreas Cel ls Change into Insul in- 
Producing Cel ls (Reprogramming)
Researchers at the University of Geneva in 
Switzerland showed that pancreas cells that do 
not normally produce insulin hold the potential to 
naturally convert into cells that do.

The early-stage research driven by JDRFI 
has now attracted the attention of large 
pharmaceutical companies. 
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In research in mice, alpha cells in the pancreas 
– specialized cells that produce glucagon, not 
insulin – can spontaneously convert into insulin-
producing beta cells under specific conditions. 
The study showed the potential of these cells to 
adapt and produce insulin when needed – in this 
case, when the beta cells that normally produce 
insulin were destroyed. The results were the first 
to show that beta cell reprogramming can occur 
spontaneously, without genetic manipulation. 
Scientists may be 
able to harness this 
conversion potential 
to regenerate beta 
cells in people with 
diabetes. This may be 
particularly useful in 
people who have had diabetes for a long time 
and have no, or very few, remaining beta cells.

Cri t ical  Beta Cel l  Development Gene 
Ident i f ied
Scientists identified a gene needed for cells to 
mature into insulin-producing cells and other cell 
types in the pancreas.

Researchers from the University of California 
at San Francisco and McGill University showed 
that mice lacking a certain gene were not able to 
make insulin-producing cells (or most other cells 
in the pancreas). They also found that in people, 
newborns who had a deficiency of that gene 
eventually developed diabetes. The research 

provides important new insights into beta cell 
development. Most importantly, it boosts the 
prospects for one day being able to generate an 
abundant, renewable supply of insulin-producing 
cells to replace those killed off by the immune 
attack that causes diabetes.

Stress Hormone Linked to Cel l  Growth
A hormone responsible for the body’s stress 
response was linked to the growth of insulin 

producing cells, 
suggesting new pathways 
to restore beta cells and 
cure diabetes.

When researchers at 
the Salk Institute for 

Biological Studies in California exposed beta 
cells to a stress hormone and high levels of 
sugar, the cells began to replicate. The findings 
reinforce the potential of regeneration as a cure 
for diabetes, and provide insights for discovering 
new approaches to treat the disease.

Treatment Therapies
Treatment-related research accounted for one-
third of JDRFI’s research funding in FY2010 and 
included programs and projects in our Glucose 
Control and Complications Therapies portfolios.

JDRFI’s Glucose Control program encompasses 
research designed to produce drugs, devices, 
and products that can help people with diabetes 

better manage their disease. Glucose Control 
research is still in its infancy at JDRFI, but 
over the past five years, JDRFI has sped to the 
forefront of this area of science, thanks largely to 
its Artificial Pancreas Project (APP) – a cross-
functional effort to speed the development and 
use of automated and semi-automated systems 
to sense blood sugar and dispense insulin in 
response. In FY2010, JDRFI Glucose Control 
research totalled an estimated $22 million 
(U.S.), approximately 90 per cent of which was 
committed to various aspects of the APP.

Complications Therapies research includes 
science aimed at preventing, slowing, or 
reversing the major complications of diabetes: 
eye disease, kidney disease, nerve disease, 
and cardiovascular disease. JDRFI has been 
particularly focused on eye disease, with 
several major advances in the past year that are 
bringing new treatments for macular edema and 

The results were the first to show that 
beta cell reprogramming can occur 
spontaneously.
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retinopathy. In FY2010, JDRFI funded more than 
$17 million (U.S.), with approximately 40 per cent 
spent on diabetic eye disease.

Complications Therapies
First New Diabetic Eye Disease Treatment in 
25 Years – A groundbreaking study identified 
the first new treatment for people with diabetic 
eye disease in the last 25 years. The results 
show it not only stops the progress of eye 
disease, but improves vision – a huge step up 
from any other treatment now available. The 
study, a Phase II clinical trial, showed that the 
drug Lucentis, when combined with the current 
standard treatment of laser therapy, not only 
slows the progression of diabetic eye disease 
but can also actually improve vision. The 
breakthrough is the result of JDRFI research 
investments over many 
years in partnership with 
Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine 
and Genentech, which 
licenses Lucentis in the 
United States.

Eye Drops for Macular Edema – A clinical trial 
found that a topical drug slows the progress of 
a severe form of diabetic eye disease called 
macular edema. Because this potential treatment 
can be self-administered, it may also ease the 
burdens of health care costs and be more readily 
used by patients.

Diabetic macular edema is a leading cause of 
blindness in adults with diabetes. Last year, 
researchers at the Wilmer Eye Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine completed a 
multicentre clinical trial evaluating mecamylamine, 
a topical drug developed by JDRFI industry partner 
CoMentis Inc. About 40 per cent of the people in 
the trial showed significant improvement, including 
vision, after using mecamylamine eye drops.

Gene Therapy for Nerve Damage – The Phase 
III trial of a gene therapy developed by JDRFI 
industry partner Sangamo BioSciences showed 
that the therapy reverses and repairs diabetic 
nerve disease.

The trial tested a gene therapy to treat nerve 
damage in the legs of people with peripheral 

sensory neuropathy 
(a common diabetic 
complication that 
involves small nerve 
fibres in the arms and 
legs, often leading to 
a loss of sensation 

and motor function). The study showed that 
the drug can help re-grow nerves by promoting 
the production of a specific protein linked to 
nerve growth and function. An increase in these 
proteins may protect the nerves and repair nerve 
damage in people with diabetes. This would be 
a major improvement, since current treatments 
address only the pain associated with neuropathy.

Glucose Control
Art i f ic ia l  Pancreas Partnerships
JDRFI’s Artificial Pancreas Project established 
several partnerships with key industry participants 
to drive the development of a system to enable 
people with type 1 diabetes to achieve tighter 
blood glucose management, lead healthier lives, 
and reduce their risk for complications.

JDRFI entered into an innovative, non-exclusive 
partnership with Animas Corp. to develop a first-
generation artificial pancreas, an automated 
insulin delivery system to help people better 
control their diabetes. Animas is a 
Johnson & Johnson company and a leading 
pump manufacturer. JDRFI also announced a 
partnership with BD (Becton, Dickinson and 
Co.), aimed at developing new insulin delivery 
products to enhance insulin pumps. Advances in 
pump technology will not only lead to improved 
glucose control but can also be incorporated into 
an artificial pancreas. The partnerships were JDRF’s Artificial Pancreas Project established 

several partnerships with key industry 
participants.



dramatic steps on the road to producing a readily 
available artificial pancreas.

Avoiding Overnight Lows – A first-generation 
artificial pancreas showed that it can safely 
control the blood sugar of children and teenagers 
with diabetes overnight – the most frightening 
time for children, teens, and their parents 
because of the danger of unrecognized and 
untreated low blood sugar.

In a landmark study in children and teenagers 
with type 1 diabetes, JDRFI researchers at the 
University of Cambridge 
showed that using a 
first-generation artificial 
pancreas system 
overnight lowers the 
risk of low blood sugar 
emergencies while 
improving diabetes 
control overall. The system maintained the blood 
sugar of the participants in safe and healthy 
ranges throughout the night, even under a 
number of differing conditions and situations, 
such as after they had eaten a particularly large 
dinner or after they had exercised.

Continuous Glucose Monitor (CGM), insulin and 
glucagon researchers showed that an artificial 
pancreas system could successfully integrate 
hormones like glucagon – underscoring its potential 
to replicate all the functions of the pancreas.

Researchers from Boston University and 
Massachusetts General Hospital showed that 

an artificial pancreas using two hormones – 
glucagon, as well as insulin – can decrease the 
risk of low blood sugar emergencies. Glucagon 
is a naturally occurring hormone that counters 
insulin’s action; it raises blood sugar when people 
experience dangerously low blood glucose levels, 
or hypoglycaemia. The production of glucagon 
is impaired in people with type 1 diabetes. Using 
an insulin-plus-glucagon version of the artificial 
pancreas, all study participants achieved near 
normal blood sugar levels for more than 24 hours 
without experiencing hypoglycaemia.

CGM Studies Show 
Benefits of Regular Use
Researchers confirmed 
that regular CGM use 
– six days per week 
or more – is the most 
important factor in 

achieving better diabetes control; less important 
is the age of the person using the monitor or 
other demographic, clinical, or psychosocial 
factors. A second JDRFI study found that people 
who continued using a CGM were able to sustain 
good control long-term while experiencing a lower 
rate of hypoglycaemia, a state of dangerously 
low blood sugar that can occur even with tightly 
managed type 1 diabetes.

The research underscored the point that CGMs are 
more than simply devices of convenience for people 
with diabetes – they are tools that can substantially 
improve blood sugar control in people of all ages

when used regularly, without increasing the risk of 
dangerous low blood sugar. The growing evidence 
of CGMs’ benefits highlights the need for continued 
research into a closed-loop artificial pancreas, a 
system that uses CGM data to automatically deliver 
the right amount of insulin at the right time.  n
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A first-generation artificial pancreas showed 
that it can safely control the blood sugar 
of children and teenagers with diabetes 
overnight.
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Canadian Cl in ical  Tr ia l  Network

This past year marked a true milestone for 
JDRF Canada. With the launch of the JDRF 
Canadian Clinical Trial Network (CCTN), 

we have embarked upon a groundbreaking, 
100 per cent made-in-Canada approach to 
accelerating the pace of development of new 
diabetes treatments and technologies. 

As you know, Canada holds a unique place in the 
world of diabetes. Since 1922, when Banting and 
Best first discovered insulin, Canadian scientists 
have remained at the forefront of research into 
type 1 diabetes. This country’s historically strong 
focus on basic research 
in diabetes, coupled with 
investments made by 
non-profits like JDRF, have 
resulted in a robust pipeline 
of diagnostic, preventative 
and therapeutic opportunities 
whose potential to forever 
change the face of diabetes is limited only by our 
ability to test them in human clinical trials. 

The CCTN, formed through a partnership with 
the Government of Canada’s Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario 
(FedDev), aims to break through these barriers. 
Through a combination of strategic investments in 
the infrastructure required to support clinical trials 
and by initiating a wide range of high-impact trials, 
the CCTN will create lasting benefits to families 
living with diabetes and Canadian researchers 

alike. For our families, it means access to 
late-breaking treatments and technologies by 
participating in clinical trials, and a chance to be 
directly involved in the research process. For our 
researchers, it means fewer delays getting their 
research into clinical testing and an opportunity 
to keep their discoveries in Canada. 

The CCTN is a remarkable endeavour. It is a 
radical rethink of the way clinical research in 
diabetes is done in this country – a mix of academic 
collaboration, industry partnership and government 
and non-profit cooperation. It is a mammoth 

undertaking. In the 
year since the CCTN 
was announced, 
we’ve assembled a 
remarkable team. A 
highly experienced 
team of doctors, 
scientists and other 

clinical support professionals at the Robarts 
Research Institute will oversee the coordination 
of the CCTN’s clinical trials; engineers and 
technicians at the University of Waterloo will 
perform research into advanced diabetes devices; 
and doctors and nurses from institutions all over 
Southern Ontario, including the Hospital for Sick 
Children (SickKids), Children’s Hospital of Eastern 
Ontario, University of Western Ontario, University 
Health Network, and many more will carry out 
the trials. Through the course of 2011, we will be 
enrolling individuals to participate in these trials 

and hearing more about them as they open up 
to the public. The dozen projects currently in 
development cover all of JDRF’s cure therapeutic 
areas – from testing innovations related to the 
Artificial Pancreas Project, to new immune-based 
therapies, through to management and treatment of 
diabetes complications, the CCTN will provide many 
opportunities for you to directly participate in the 
research process. 

This initial effort, currently restricted to Southern 
Ontario, is just the beginning. It is the seed of 
an idea that, in the coming year, JDRF will begin 
work on expanding nationwide, with the goal of a 
coast-to-coast research network – a network that 
will change the Canadian research landscape 
forever and stand as a testament to the world-
class researchers in this country and the dreams 
of JDRF volunteers, staff and supporters to push 
forward to a cure.  n

It is the seed of an idea that, in the coming 
year, JDRF will begin work on expanding 
nationwide, with the goal of a coast-to-coast 
research network.
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Boston Pizza Foundation - Cheryl Treliving, BC

Raising dough for a cure

At Boston Pizza, they like to say that “dough 
raising isn’t strictly kept in the kitchen.” 
Puns aside, you know a company is serious 

about philanthropy when they raise more than 
$12.1 million for charity. Established in 1990, the 
Boston Pizza Foundation (BPF) raises funds to 
continually support, enrich and strengthen the lives 
of families in their communities across Canada.  
Their goal is to bring 
happiness to Canadian 
families in need, and 
wherever those Canadian 
families are is where 
Boston Pizza wants to 
be. “It is at the heart of 
who we are. It is not an 
aside,” says Cheryl Treliving, Executive Director of 
BPF. “We recognize that Boston Pizza would not 
be here without the support of our guests, and we 
believe companies have a responsibility to give back 
to the community that made them successful.”

JDRF is fortunate to be part of that community, and 
is one of three national charities supported by BPF. 
Since 2001, BPF has raised and donated almost 
$1.4 million to JDRF. 

The company’s involvement with JDRF initially 
began because a corporate employee’s young son 
was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. “Boston Pizza 
is like a small family. When Mike Cyr’s son was 

diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, [co-owners] 
Jim Treliving and George Melville wanted to 
help at a personal level,” explains Cheryl. That 
year, they sponsored their first Walk to Cure 
Diabetes team, and for the past two decades 
Boston Pizza has continued to support the Walk 
through corporate teams, sponsorship, and both 
corporate and in-kind donations. 

The BPF Invitational golf tournament is another 
hugely successful 
fundraising event. Hosted 
by CIBC Wood Gundy at 
the prestigious Northview 
Golf and Country Club 
in Surrey, BC, the 
sell-out tournament 
raised $440,000 in 

2010 (donated to JDRF and two other national 
children’s charities). 

Whether sponsoring a team for the Ride for 
Diabetes Research, buying a table at JDRF’s 
annual Galas, fundraising with heart-shaped pizzas 
on Valentine’s Day, or supporting franchisees’ local 
charitable events, BPF donates 98 per cent of all 
money raised. Boston Pizza covers virtually all of 
their Foundation’s administration and marketing 
costs. “We are very proud of that,” says Cheryl. “It 
shows our commitment to giving back.” 

Perhaps the biggest demonstration of that 
commitment was BPF’s additional $1 million 

donation to the Artificial 
Pancreas Project, now 
bringing their total 
contributions to JDRF 
to over $2 million. BPF 
was drawn to the 
idea of donating 
to a particular 
research project. 
“We want to show 
our guests and 
our franchisees 
that the money 
is going to 
something 
specific – 
something that 
will dramatically 
improve the lives 
of people with 
type 1 diabetes,” 
says Cheryl.

“This isn’t just 
research for 
research sake,” she 
adds. “The wonderful 
thing about being involved 
with JDRF is that we see 
results, and I believe we 
will find a cure.”  n

The wonderful thing about being involved with 
JDRF is that we see results, and I believe we 
will find a cure.



Motivated by more than hope

For many years, Brad Buchanan was familiar 
with JDRF but, ironically, not with diabetes. 
In the early 2000s, he worked for Sun-Rype 

Products and was responsible for the company’s 
charitable efforts with the Foundation. But it 
wasn’t until his 11 month old daughter, Amy, was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes in 2004 that Brad 
truly came to understand the disease. “You don’t 
know the cold, hard 
reality of what type 1 
diabetes means until 
you get a call telling you 
that your child has it,” 
Brad says.

Having been impressed with the business side of 
JDRF – “I liked how their message of hope was tied 
to a realistic goal” – Brad decided to get involved 
personally after Amy’s diagnosis. He and his wife, 
Angela, jumped in with both feet. Brad became 
National Walk Chair, eventually mentoring other 
Walk Chairs across the country, and a member of 
the Board of Directors. Angela teamed with a small 
group to found the first JDRF Gala in Kelowna and 
eventually became the Gala Chair. With Angela’s 
help, the event, which started as a simple wine and 
cheese party, has grown into a glittering Starlight 
Gala that raised more than $140,000 in 2010.

With Brad’s volunteer efforts focusing on the 
TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes and Angela’s on 
the Gala, it is not surprising that a bit of family 
competition has developed. “The Walk likes to give 
the Gala a run for its money,” admits Brad. While 
top fundraising honours have bounced back and 
forth between the two events in recent years, the 
city of Kelowna always shines in its generosity. 
Per capita, Kelowna donates more to JDRF 
than the national average. “Families in 

Kelowna are quite 
passionate and 
get very involved in 
the Foundation. We 
take a lot of pride in that,” 
says Angela. 

Outreach is also an important part of the 
Buchanans’ work with JDRF. “Fundraising is 
important, but there is nothing more rewarding 
than helping a family make it through their first 
year with diabetes,” says Angela. “Having lived 
through it myself, I know how important it is to 
have support and hope.”

Hope continues to motivate this family to fundraise, 
educate and advocate for the Foundation. “JDRF 
impresses me because they are not just a feel-good 
charity. They offer hope grounded in fact,” says 
Brad. “With millions invested in research, I don’t just 
hope a cure will happen. It will happen.”  n

JDRF impresses me because they are not just 
a feel-good charity. They offer hope grounded 
in fact.

Brad and Angela Buchanan, BC



Frocktail Party - Jessica Oliver, ON

Dresses for success

When you are young, single and 
successful, the big city offers a lot of 
exciting opportunities and entertaining 

distractions. But when Jessica Oliver found 
herself in her late 20s, comfortable in her career 
and having recently achieved a personal goal of 
running a marathon 
(raising more than 
$3,000 for JDRF!), she 
began wondering if 
there was a way to get 
involved in fundraising 
instead of just asking for 
sponsorship. “I was out 
for dinner with a group of friends and I asked what 
if, instead of talking about boy trouble and fashion, 
we engaged in something meaningful?”

That “something” turned out to be the innovative, 
phenomenally successful Frocktail Party fundraiser 
for JDRF. For the past two years, this chic soirée 
has combined competitive shopping with an 
evening of music and dancing. Young, urban 
professionals take part in an exciting silent auction, 
bidding on new and gently used donated frocks 
from some of Canada’s hottest fashion designers. 

These friends did not have much experience 
with event planning or soliciting major sponsors, 
but were very determined. “We weren’t going 
to take no for an answer,” remembers Jessica. 

“Oddly enough, we didn’t have to. We asked 
and people said yes. Once we got one dress 
donated, more started flooding in. People were 
extremely generous.”

The team caught a big break when they 
approached Jen Foster, manager of The Burroughs 
Building in Toronto, looking for a venue. Living with 

type 1 diabetes herself, Jen 
not only arranged a free 
venue and beer donations 
for the inaugural event, 
but she also joined the 
organizing committee. 

Frocktail Party tickets sold 
out in both 2009 and 2010, and raised a total of 
$56,000 for JDRF. “The events have exceeded all 
our expectations. We were overwhelmed by the 
response,” says Jessica. 

The Oliver family has a long history of 
supporting the Foundation. Frocktail’s success 
is particularly important to Jessica because 
her older sister, Vanessa, has lived with type 1 
diabetes for more than 25 years. “I can’t 
remember a time when we weren’t involved with 
JDRF,” says Jessica, who was only three when six 
year old Vanessa was diagnosed with the disease. 
One of her earliest and fondest memories is of her 
father, Peter, living on a platform at the top of a flag 
pole for a week to raise funds and awareness for 
type 1 diabetes.

Jessica hopes that 
fundraisers like Frocktail will 
lead to a cure for type 1 
diabetes. “When I think 
back to what my sister 
went through when she 
was little – and still has to 
go through today – it’s just 
not fair! A cure would mean 
never having another 
little kid having to know 
what it means to live 
with diabetes.”

Jessica would 
particularly like to 
thank Frocktail’s 
2010 sponsors: 
Svedka, Strut Wines, 
Labatt, Smartwater, 
Schwarzkopf 
Professional, OPI 
Nails, FASHION, 
Depict PR, Oliver 
& Bonacini, and 
99 Sudbury.  n

When I think back to what my sister went 
through when she was little – and still has to 
go through today – it’s just not fair!



JD Sweid Foods - Doug Campbell, ON

The funds we raise go towards improving the 
lives of kids with diabetes and their families. 
JDRF is a great charity because there is a lot 
of opportunity to find a cure.

Giving is part of the corporate culture

When a small company is bought out by a 
larger company, it is easy for the culture 
of one to be consumed by the other. But 

when JD Sweid Foods purchased Elmira Poultry of 
Waterloo in 2005, the larger Vancouver-based meat 
and poultry company not only kept Elmira’s tradition 
of supporting JDRF, they built on it. 

Elmira Poultry’s relationship with JDRF began about 
11 years ago, when 
the Foundation was 
chosen as the company’s 
preferred charity because 
several employees 
had type 1 diabetes. 
For many years, the 
company supported a 
team in the Walk to Cure Diabetes. In the past, 
staff changes caused fundraising activities to wane 
slightly. However, when a new plant manager, Doug 
Campbell, arrived in Waterloo, he took on the job 
of re-energizing the charitable campaign.

“Supporting charity is part of the culture of our 
business,” says Doug. “It is important that, as a 
team, we are involved with organizations like JDRF. 
We need to feel like we are contributing and giving 
back to our community.”

The TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes is now the 
centrepiece of JD Sweid’s fundraising activities in 

Ontario. In addition to entering a team, the company 
challenges other local businesses to form their own 
teams and support the Walk with in-kind donations. 
The Gold Sneaker campaign – where the company 
challenges its vendors to purchase $250 Gold 
Sneaker Banners to post at the Walk – has always 
been a major success. In 2010, JD Sweid sold 
more than 25 Gold Sneaker Banners. After the 
Walk, vendors are also invited to a thank you lunch, 
a great awareness opportunity that has resulted 
in several new sponsorships for JDRF. Since the 

company’s involvement 
began 11 years ago, they 
have raised more than 
$130,000 for JDRF. 

“We’ve had very consistent 
support for the Walk from 
our staff. It has become a 

staple in our annual calendar,” says Doug. 

Now, JD Sweid’s head office in Vancouver is 
getting on the bandwagon. In 2010, their national 
sales manager arranged to purchase tables at 
JDRF’s Vancouver Gala. Doug hopes to increase 
fundraising coordination between the Ontario and 
West Coast divisions. 

“Charitable work is a great morale booster. It is an 
opportunity to do something that isn’t about getting 
something, it’s about giving back,” says Doug. 
Working with an organization like JDRF adds to 
the pleasure they get from the giving. “The funds 

we raise go towards 
improving the lives of kids 
with diabetes and their 
families. JDRF is a great 
charity because there 
is a lot of opportunity 
to find a cure.”  n



It can hit anyone, anytime. As the father of a 
young son, I look at donating to JDRF as a 
proactive step.

Giving thanks for what you don’t have

Len Kerekanich’s son does not have type 1 
diabetes, but he could develop the disease 
one day. Len remembers this fact every time 

he hears a JDRF Youth Ambassador talk about 
what it is like to live with diabetes. 

“We still don’t know what triggers a child’s 
autoimmune system to turn against itself 
and shut down their 
pancreas’ ability to 
produce insulin. It can 
hit anyone, anytime. As 
the father of a young 
son, I look at donating 
to JDRF as a proactive 
step,” Len says. 

Len first became involved with the Foundation a 
decade ago, when a business colleague asked 
his company, Rotating Right, to donate to a JDRF 
fundraising event. Attending a corporate breakfast 
for the Walk to Cure Diabetes, Len was moved 
by the various speakers, and especially by the 
children. “The more I listened to their stories and 
learned about JDRF, the more I thought this would 
be a good cause to support,” he remembers. 

Participating in that first Walk in 2001, Len carried 
his son on his shoulders. Tyrel is now 14 years old 
and taller than his dad, but they still walk side-by-
side each year to raise funds for JDRF. Most of 

Len’s staff join them, motivated in part by the 
offer of a paid vacation day for the employee 
who raises the most funds. 

JDRF is a big part of Rotating Right. In addition 
to sponsoring Foundation events, such as the 
annual golf tournament and curling bonspiel, 
the company started its own fundraising golf 
tournament for its customers and suppliers five 
years ago. “Events like our golf tournament 

and the barbecues that 
we hold to kick off the 
Walk are a great way to 
educate people about 
diabetes and raise 
awareness of JDRF,” 
says Len. 

Len also supports the Gala every year, donating 
and bidding on items for the auction, and buying 
tables. He even hosted the company Christmas 
party at the Gala one year, buying three tables 
and inviting all of his staff.

Whether he is organizing or participating in an 
event, Len is always motivated by the people 
who have a direct connection to type 1 diabetes. 
“It is so heartwarming when young children tell 
you what it would mean to them to not live with 
diabetes, and how much they appreciate your 
support,” he says.  “My commitment to JDRF is 
renewed every time I speak to a family who lives 
with diabetes.”  n

Len Kerekanich, AB



Jennifer Mahoney-Scriver, ON

This energetic volunteer keeps 
going and going

It would be difficult to find someone whose life 
is more immersed in diabetes than Jennifer 
Mahoney-Scriver. She was diagnosed with 

type 1 diabetes more than 30 years ago at the 
age of six. Eight years ago, her then four year old 
son, Nicholas, became the second generation 
of her family to be diagnosed with the disease. 
Diabetes plays a role in her professional life too. As 
a nurse and Certified Diabetes Educator, Jennifer 
works in the paediatric 
diabetes clinic at the 
Peterborough Regional 
Health Centre. On top 
of all this, Jennifer is an 
energetic and dedicated 
volunteer for JDRF.

Jennifer thrives on this convergence of her 
personal, professional, family and volunteer lives. 
“Diabetes is near and dear to my heart. I made it 
a life mission to do as much as I can for myself, 
my son and others affected by this disease. 
We are all dreaming the same dream, and I am 
confident that our dream will come true,” she says.

When people think of JDRF in Peterborough, 
they think of Jennifer. As the lead organizer of the 
local TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes for the past 
eight years, Jennifer has transformed the once 
modest event into an exciting all-day family affair 

with live entertainment, raffles, activities for the kids 
and a barbecue. “Words cannot describe the feeling 
of seeing so many people of all ages at the Walk,” 
says Jennifer. “They are all there to raise money for 
a cure and to support each other.”

Under her leadership, the Walk’s revenues have 
tripled in eight years to more than $50,000 in 2010. 
Each year, her family team alone raises more 
than $5,000.

Jennifer and Nicholas are also very involved 
in JDRF’s Outreach 
program, regularly 
meeting with children 
newly diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes and their 
families. Having lived with 
diabetes for so long, she 

can truly tell people that she understands what they 
are going through. She emphasizes that they are in 
control of the disease, not the other way around. “I 
tell them that they can become braver and stronger 
with the support of people around them and 
organizations like JDRF,” she adds.

In the three decades that she has lived with 
diabetes, Jennifer has seen significant progress 
in technologies and treatments, and she is 
confident that research funded by JDRF will 
provide continued improvements. “I truly believe 
JDRF will help me and my son live longer, 
healthier lives. I look forward to being able to put 

all the positive strengths 
that I’ve developed 
because I have 
diabetes – my 
determination, my 
ability to fight – 
into other areas 
of my life.”  n

I tell them that they can become braver and 
stronger with the support of people around 
them and organizations like JDRF.



Fighting a family legacy

Maureen Marshall was just a little girl when 
her father, James, died from complications 
of type 1 diabetes at the age of 44. 

Familiar with the disease, she was able to spot 
the classic signs in her children before they were 
ever diagnosed – Simon at age seven in 2005 
and Emma at age six in 2010. “Because we knew 
the kids were at risk for diabetes, given their genetic 
background, we caught 
it very early. Emma 
didn’t even have to stay 
overnight at the hospital 
when she was diagnosed,” 
Maureen says.

Given the predominant role of type 1 diabetes in 
this family’s life, it is not surprising that Maureen 
and her husband, Jonathan Broer, would be eager 
to help find a cure. “I don’t want to sit back and wait. 
I want to be part of something that will bring a cure 
to reality,” Maureen says.

The family dove into JDRF activities, not only 
participating, but also taking leadership roles. Less 
than three months after Simon was diagnosed, 
the family joined their first TELUS Walk to Cure 
Diabetes, which has now become an annual 
tradition. In 2006, Maureen became a volunteer on 
the Walk committee and she has been Family Walk 
Chair for Toronto for the past two years.  

Jonathan participates in the annual Ride for 
Diabetes Research as a member of TD’s corporate 
team. Last year, he became Chair of the Major 
Gift Committee. “It seemed a fairly natural fit. 
Since I work in the financial world, I come across 
colleagues and clients who have the means to be 
helpful,” he says. 

Both Simon and Emma are Youth Ambassadors for 
the Foundation. “It is something that they said they 

wanted to do, that they felt 
they needed to,” Maureen 
explains. “They can’t give 
money, but talking about 
their disease is something 
they can do to support 
JDRF to find a cure.”

While finding a cure is the family’s “number one 
aim,” prevention is also an important goal. Their 
middle son, 11 year old Benjamin, does not have 
diabetes, but Maureen and Jonathan recognize that 
family history puts him at higher risk for the disease. 

Improved treatments – particularly the development 
of an artificial pancreas – are also on their wish list. 
“When my father was diagnosed with diabetes, he 
was handed an early death sentence. That doesn’t 
have to be the case today, thanks to the incredible 
advances in therapies,” says Maureen. 

Still, a cure “would mean everything to me,” says 
Maureen. “I would feel like this huge burden and 

stress would be lifted. When I think about the 
milestones my children will go through, what a 
wonderful gift it would be to not have diabetes as 
part of the equation.”  n

Maureen Marshall & Jonathan Broer, ON

I don’t want to sit back and wait. I want to 
be part of something that will bring a cure 
to reality.



If not me, who?

In 30 B.C., a Jewish scholar asked, “If I am 
not for myself, who will be for me? If I am not 
for others, what am I?” Two thousand years 

later, Maarika Paul poses and answers the same 
questions: “If I, as the mother of a child with type 1 
diabetes, do not get involved with JDRF, then 
why should anyone else? I think everyone has an 
obligation to give to the community in some way.”

Maarika’s way has been to throw herself, heart and 
soul, into raising funds 
for diabetes research. 
Her first fundraising effort 
came shortly after her son, 
Aleksi, was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes six 
years ago, at the age of 
12. A colleague at Bell 
Canada, where Maarika was Senior Vice-President 
of Corporate Services, approached her with the 
idea of supporting the Ride for Diabetes Research. 
The inaugural goal was to enter eight teams – they 
ended up with 40. Last year, 75 teams participated. 
“Once people tried the Ride and realized how much 
fun it is, it was easier to get them involved the next 
year,” she says. “The Ride is about so much more 
than just raising funds. It’s about having fun, pure 
exhilaration and team spirit. When you can convey 
that, people want to get involved.” 

Since that first year, Maarika has been instrumental 
in ensuring the success of the Ride, not just in 
Montreal, but also in Laval, Quebec City and across 
Canada. She solicited other corporations to join 
Bell in donating to or participating in the Ride, and 
as the co-chair of the 2010 Montreal Ride, helped 
JDRF increase funds beyond the million dollar mark 
for the first time.

Maarika’s hope is that JDRF will be able to turn 
these funds into “the big prize: a cure for type 1 
diabetes.” In the interim, she is optimistic that 

an artificial pancreas will 
soon be able to help her 
son monitor his blood 
sugar and manage his 
insulin needs. “Aleksi 
is like most teens – 
he doesn’t take care 
of himself as well as 

he should. Wouldn’t it be great if there was a 
system that could manage his diabetes for him?” 

As hopeful as she is for new treatment options, 
Maarika isn’t about to sit back and just wait for 
a miracle. “We can’t rely on others to do the 
work,” she says. “If we all make some small 
contribution – and it doesn’t have to be money, it 
can be our time or skill – then those little things 
will make a huge difference.”  n

Maarika Paul, QC

The Ride is about so much more than just 
raising funds. It’s about having fun, pushing 
yourself to the limit, pure exhilaration and 
team spirit. 



Investing in a cure

As the co-head of investment banking at 
Cormark Securities, Ryan Shay knows a 
good investment when he sees one. That’s 

why, he says, he became a major donor to JDRF. 
“There are a lot of worthy charitable organizations 
out there,” says Ryan. “Our family supports the 
Foundation because it has one of the lowest 
administration ratios of major charities, which 
means our donations are going to work. JDRF 
supports projects around 
the world, and the 
money goes where the 
most promising research 
is being done – actual 
research that will find a 
cure for type 1 diabetes.” 

As the father of a child with diabetes, Ryan also 
supports JDRF for personal reasons. “When 
our eight year old son, Ian, was diagnosed with 
diabetes three years ago, we felt powerless. 
Volunteering with JDRF has given us a bit of 
control back. We feel like we are making a 
difference.” 

And what a difference he’s made! In 2009, Ryan 
and his wife, Karen, donated a Major Gift of 
$50,000 to the Foundation. In 2010, they set a 
goal to raise $100,000 for the TELUS Walk to 
Cure Diabetes, promising to match any donations 
with personal funds. When Ryan reached out to 

friends and business associates for support, he 
sent along information about type 1 diabetes 
and explained the family’s personal connection 
to the disease. “When people understand the 
effect diabetes has on kids, it really resonates 
with them,” he says. People not only offered their 
moral support, they generously opened up their 
pocketbooks as well, helping the Shays surpass 
their fundraising goal.

In addition to fundraising for the Walk, the Shays 
support Calgary’s 
annual Gala and Ryan 
joined JDRF’s Major 
Gifts Committee. “We 
hope to build on what 
we’ve been able to raise 
and contribute in the years 
to come,” Ryan says. 

Karen remembers the first anniversary of Ian’s 
diagnosis, when she and Ryan reviewed their 
son’s record book of blood sugar levels and 
insulin injections. “We counted 700 injections 
and 1,600 finger pokes to draw blood in the first 
year. From that point on, we were pretty much 
committed to finding a cure.”

To the Shays, a cure means freedom. “Freedom 
for the kids who won’t have to check blood 
sugar levels or count carbs or inject insulin. 
And freedom for the parents who won’t have to 
manage the disease 24 hours a day.”  n

Ryan & Karen Shay, AB

When our eight year old son, Ian, was 
diagnosed with diabetes three years ago, we 
felt powerless. Volunteering with JDRF has 
given us a bit of control back.



Making a dream a reality

More than five years ago, Keith Skiffington 
got involved with JDRF for his now 13 year 
old stepson, Bradley, who has type 1 

diabetes. He has stayed involved because of what 
he discovered about the Foundation. “I’ve always 
been very active in various charitable groups, but 
JDRF really impressed me from an organizational 
standpoint. The Foundation is well run and a 
lean organization. The money we raise goes into 
research, not bureaucracy,” he says.

Lean doesn’t begin to 
describe operations in 
2006, the year Keith 
and his wife, Kim, 
were Family Chairs 
for the Halifax Walk to 
Cure Diabetes. With 
JDRF’s Halifax office closed for six months, the 
Skiffingtons spent evenings and weekends at 
their kitchen table, pulling together mailing lists 
from out-of-date spreadsheets. 

Undeterred, the couple returned as Family Chairs 
the following year, and their team, the Bradinators, 
was the largest in Halifax, with more than 50 
participants. Keith became the Walk Chair in 2008, 
Chapter Chair in 2009 and is now the National Walk 
Family Chair. Keith’s company, Office Interiors, 
is one of the area’s largest sponsors, providing 
printing for all JDRF events in Nova Scotia. 

One of Keith’s most impressive contributions 
was the creation of the Dream Team for the 
2010 Walk. This fundraising idea encourages 
businesses to form a team and use their contacts 
to raise funds. “It’s successful because it’s easy,” 
Keith explains. “All you have to do is lend me 
your name and give me access to your contact 
list.” Sometimes, it seems, the less you ask for, 
the more you receive. Not only did Keith’s Dream 
Team raise over $23,000, but many key people 
also joined the Walk and became active in other 
ways. “It can be hard to solicit businesses to get 

involved. This way, we 
are ‘back-dooring’ it. 
We are spreading the 
news about JDRF and 
more people are getting 
active,” he says. Keith 
admits the concept 
wasn’t his brainchild, but 

now Dream Teams are being rolled out in JDRF 
Chapters across Canada. 

Volunteering with JDRF is a family affair for the 
Skiffingtons. Bradley has been a Youth Ambassador 
for two years and last year Keith’s daughter, Halley, 
led the first Cyclebetes school event in Halifax, 
raising more than $12,000.

“It is a great experience to work with an 
organization that is making a difference,” says 
Keith. “By being involved with JDRF, we will be part 
of the cure. That’s very exciting.”  n

Keith Skiffington, NS

It is a great experience to work with an 
organization that is making a difference. By 
being involved with JDRF, we will be part of 
the cure. That’s very exciting.



Decades of service

When Myrna Weiszner’s daughter, Tammy 
Zechoval, was diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes more than 30 years ago, there 

were no glucometers, no insulin pumps, and almost 
no hope. “I felt panicky that I had a little preschooler 
with this disease, and no one was doing much of 
anything to find a cure,” remembers Myrna. Then, 
one night in 1985, a father-and-son team from the 
Montreal chapter of JDRF came to Winnipeg to make 
a small presentation about the Foundation’s work, and 
Myrna felt uplifted. “Their 
words were like magic 
to me. I loved the idea 
that the Foundation was 
funding research, that they 
were going to find out what 
type 1 diabetes is about.”

That night, the Winnipeg chapter of JDRF was 
born. Myrna joined a handful of people from 
that meeting to host a modest fundraiser – an 
anniversary party at a couple’s home – and 
donated the proceeds to the Foundation. With 
guidance from Tannis Richardson they set up an 
honourary board of directors, and a few years later, 
they hosted their first Starry Starry Night Gala.

Myrna has been an unfailing supporter of the 
Foundation’s evolution in Winnipeg. She has been 
on the executive committee for many years and has 
chaired the Gala committee twice. With her husband, 

Noah, and their company, Maples Dental Centre, they 
are a Gala grand evening sponsor. Each year, they 
purchase a grand evening table and then ask their 
guests to purchase their tickets, thus doubling the 
funds raised. Myrna is also instrumental in giving and 
procuring auction prizes, participates in Fund A Cure, 
and always enters teams for both the TELUS Walk to 
Cure Diabetes and the Ride for Diabetes Research. 

“Working with JDRF feels good,” Myrna says. 
“Everyone there is working towards the same 
goal. It is beautiful to see.”

Myrna is encouraged 
by the developments in 
diabetes research that 
she has witnessed over 
the years. “Diabetes 
is a different disease 

than it was when Tammy was diagnosed. The 
progress is unbelievable.”

She feels “realistically hopeful” that a cure 
will be found. “I truly believe that, with enough 
resources, diabetes can be cured. If society 
wants something badly enough – like putting a 
man on the moon, they will get it. It is possible.” 
She hopes that JDRF researchers realize 
how much people appreciate their efforts. Her 
message to them: don’t ever give up.

When the cure is found, adds Noah, “It will be a 
nice feeling to know that we made a difference.”  n

Myrna & Noah Weiszner, MB

I truly believe that with enough resources 
diabetes can be cured. If society wants 
something badly enough – like putting a man 
on the moon, they will get it. It is possible.



Williams Family, ON

When you engage the Foundation, you feel 
like you are doing something. Meeting other 
people who are passionate about this cause 
makes you feel uplifted. It gives you hope.

A small group making a big difference

When 11 year old Josh Williams and his 
mother, Linda Sukk, speak at fundraising 
events for JDRF, the pair often quote 

Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” For the 
past five years, the Williams family has embodied 
this spirit of dedication and activism. 

The family participated 
in their first Walk to Cure 
Diabetes just one month 
after Josh, their middle 
child, was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes at 
age six. Joining walkers 
from Credit Valley Hospital in Mississauga, they 
were “overwhelmed to see so many people and 
feel their support.” Later that year, their eldest son, 
Zach, organized the first of many fundraisers at the 
boys’ elementary school. While a spokesperson 
from JDRF made a formal presentation about 
diabetes, Josh sought to educate his young 
classmates about his disease. 

The family’s fundraising and community engagement 
efforts have grown with each passing year. In 
addition to organizing ongoing activities at Josh 
and little sister Zoe’s elementary school, as well as 
Zach’s high school (including annual Sneaker Days 
and Walk teams), Josh’s father, Scott, is currently in 

his second term as Peel Region’s Walk Chair and 
Linda is Family Chair. Josh is also an active Youth 
Ambassador for JDRF, speaking at a wide variety of 
events. Of all their JDRF activities, the TELUS Walk 
to Cure Diabetes continues to be their favourite. 

As much as this family has given to JDRF – and 
it has been considerable: $33,000 raised in the 
past four years – Linda and Scott feel that they 
have received so much in return. “Getting 

involved with JDRF 
was very self-
serving. We saw it 
as a positive outlet, 
especially for Josh,” 
says Scott. “When you 
engage the Foundation, 
you feel like you are 

doing something. Meeting other people who are 
passionate about this cause makes you feel 
uplifted. It gives you hope.”

That hope is fuelled by new technologies and 
research. Even in Josh’s short life, he has benefited 
from technological improvements, such as an insulin 
pump that automatically shuts off if his blood glucose 
drops too low. “The work that JDRF supports is 
making a real difference now in the lives of people 
with type 1 diabetes,” says Scott. 

“Each of us can make a difference,” adds Linda. 
“The harder we work, the closer we get to 
finding a cure.”   n
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Front row: Shanan, age 13, diagnosed at 5 years of age; Ezekiel, age 6, diagnosed  
at 4½ years of age; Miguel, age 10, diagnosed at 2½ years of age; Joel, age 18, 
diagnosed at 14 years of age. Second Row: Michael, age 54, diagnosed at 14 years 
of age; Tammy, age 37, diagnosed at 4 years of age.

Our Partners



When Alison Bagg was diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes at the age of 10, her 
entire family made a commitment to raise 

research dollars to help fund a cure. Fourteen years 
later, the Bagg Family Fundraisers are now known 
for some of the most creative and successful special 
events in and around Kingston, Ontario, and have 
raised more than $500,000. 

In 2010, the Bagg Family Spring Fling Dine and 
Dance celebrated its ninth anniversary, raising 
more than $50,000. The highlight of the evening 
included an outstanding silent auction featuring work 
donated by local artists and artisans. “I have a loyal 
list of contributors who donate year after year,” 
says Alison’s mother, Kelly. “It’s a combination of 
my arm-twisting and their generous community-
minded nature.”

Each year, Cuisine for a Cure – an evening of 
wine, women and food – is such a “howling success” 
that tickets sell out almost instantly. Every member 
of Alison’s former Queen’s University hockey 
team attends. “These young women, who started 
coming to the event to support Alison, are now totally 
committed to JDRF as their charity,” says Kelly.

With virtually no costs or prep work required, the 
Swim for a Cure raises about $1,500 each year. 
The event involves a group of family, friends and 
neighbours, challenging each other to swim a mile 
around the Baggs’ cottage.

“People ask me how long are we going to do this,” 
says Kelly. “I tell them: until there is a cure.”  n

Colliers International became involved with 
JDRF just six years ago but, each year, the 
company’s support grows and expands.

Colliers’ Toronto office initiated the partnership 
with JDRF in 2005, first entering a team for the 
Ride for Diabetes Research. Next, the Vancouver 
office came on board with two teams. Fuelled 
by a bit of healthy cross-country competition, 
the Toronto office entered 13 teams in the 2010 
Ride, but was beat for the third consecutive year 
by Vancouver, which entered 20 teams! In 2010 
alone, Colliers employees nationwide – including 
teams in Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Ottawa, 
Toronto and Halifax – personally raised over 
$65,000 for diabetes research. In addition, 
corporately, Colliers donated $25,000 for the 
2010 Ride. Overall, Colliers has donated over 
$304,000 to the Foundation.

“The more people that get involved, the more 
awareness there is, and more people want to 
join in the next year,” says Susan Williams, Vice 
President and Managing Director of Colliers Real 
Estate Management Services. Serving on the 
Vancouver Ride Cabinet, Susan has found that 
some people are initially wary of fundraising, but 
are ultimately surprised at how easy it turns out to 
be. Especially helpful are the Ride kick-off events, 
when JDRF representatives speak to employees 
about type 1 diabetes and Foundation-funded 
research. “When the Youth Ambassadors talk 
about what it’s like to live with diabetes and their 
hope for a cure, the reaction is amazing. The 
human touch makes all the difference.”  n

In 2010, TELUS stepped up their efforts to 
help JDRF find a cure for diabetes by renewing 
their three year commitment as title sponsor 

of the nationwide TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes 
until 2014. 

More than 3,750 TELUS team members, friends, 
families and retirees participated in the 2010 
Walk, raising over $435,000 for JDRF. But the 
company’s commitment extends far beyond the 
Walk; overall, TELUS and their team members 
have contributed more than $5 million to JDRF 
through various programs, including support for 
Galas across the country.

JDRF is also pleased to announce a new 
partnership with TELUS in the creation of an 
online health platform. This e-health information 
and care system will give Canadians with 
diabetes and health care professionals secure 
access to relevant personal health information, 
as well as a variety of online tools to help 
patients take charge of their own health. Called 
TELUS health space, the platform will provide 
the key technology required for making the JDRF 
Canadian Clinical Trial Network (CCTN) a reality.

TELUS’ relationship with JDRF reflects the 
company’s philosophy to “give where we live.” 
Globally, TELUS was given the 2010 Freeman 
Philanthropic Services Award for Outstanding 
Corporation by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals (AFP), becoming the first 
Canadian company to receive this prestigious 
international recognition.  n

Our Partners

Bagg Family  
Fundraisers
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Miguel, age 10, diagnosed at 2½ years of age.

Our Successes



TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes

The TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes is 
more than a fundraising event – it is an 
annual celebration that brings together 

tens of thousands of JDRF’s friends, families, 
and supporters for an amazing day of fun and 
outdoor activities. As JDRF’s largest fundraising 
program, the Walk is also an incredible opportunity 
for families living with type 1 diabetes to enjoy a 
wonderful day connecting with and supporting 
others just like them. 

2010’s success demonstrates the popularity 
of the TELUS Walk as the event surpassed 
previous years in both participation and revenue 
levels. More than 48,000 Canadians joined the 
Walk at over 70 communities across Canada, 
raising over $7.5 million. We were able to meet 
our goals thanks to the incredible support and 
tireless efforts of families and corporate teams, 
as well as the commitment and generosity of our 
corporate sponsors. 

Corporate support
JDRF is particularly grateful to TELUS, the Walk’s 
national title sponsor. More than 3,750 TELUS 
team members, friends and family participated 
in the 2010 event and raised over $435,000. The 
telecommunications company also expanded 
their commitment to the overall Walk program 
by providing TELUS employee t-shirts and nylon 
bags to all Walk locations across the country. In 
addition, free TELUS Gaming Cards featuring 
the JDRF logo were handed out to all registered 

participants at the Walk. Proceeds of all TELUS 
gaming cards sold in November went to JDRF.

We are very pleased that TELUS renewed their 
commitment to JDRF as our national title sponsor 
until 2014. To date, TELUS has contributed more 
than $5 million, and their support is significant as 
JDRF continues to accelerate the pace of research.

JDRF also values the generous support of national 
sponsors LifeScan and Sun-Rype, who contributed 
more than $1 million and $38,000, respectively, and 
have donated supplies and participated as Walk 
teams for several years. 

Thanks to the incredible support of families and 
corporate sponsors, the TELUS Walk to Cure 
Diabetes continues to be JDRF’s largest fundraiser. 
We look forward to seeing you in 2011!  n

Team Name City
Team Shay Calgary
Joelle’s Gang Montreal
The M & J Team Toronto
The Miller’s Calgary
Team Nick Kelowna
Team Rebelo Mississauga
Team Samantha Toronto
Super Team Niels Toronto
Rockin’ Ross’ Toronto
Olivia’s Tribe Saint John

In 2010, the Top 10 TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes 
Family Teams in Canada collectively raised over 
$415,000, an inspiring and impressive achievement!

2010 Top 10 TELUS Walk to Cure Diabetes 
Family Teams in Canada



Ride for Diabetes Research

In 2010, the Ride for Diabetes Research program 
continued to thrive and grow. A stationary bike-a-
thon, the Ride requires teams of five to pedal for 

40 minutes in an energy-filled, inspirational event. 
The Ride brings corporate Canada together in 
friendly competition to see who can show the most 
spirit and raise the most money. Coming into 2010, 
we were cautiously optimistic, but with hard work 
and perseverance, we enjoyed our most successful 
year to date in both revenue and participation.

Across Canada, more than 21,000 people 
participated in 16 Rides, including two new 
locations: Sudbury and Edmonton. The 
Edmonton Ride raised an astonishing $130,000 
– approximately $80,000 over their goal – an 
impressive achievement for its first year!

National Ride Cabinet
Our 2010 National Ride Cabinet – represented 
by TD Bank, RBC, Scotiabank, CIBC/INTRIA, 
National Bank Financial Group, Deloitte and MTS 
Allstream – continued to play a significant role in 
increasing penetration across the country. 

While financial institutions still lead the way in the 
number of participants and dollars raised, other 
sectors are gaining momentum. In particular, 
we are seeing increased participation from 
legal, accounting, real estate, pharmaceutical, 
insurance, retail and health sectors.

JDRF is fortunate in the level of senior management 
support we enjoy across all sectors involved with 
the Ride. Dedicated leadership volunteers, along 
with JDRF staff, form the winning partnership for 
continued success. 

Micro Rides
An exciting development was the Micro Rides 
concept that Scotiabank began in 2009 in Central 
Eastern Ontario. In 2010, Scotiabank expanded 
participation to other markets, along with other 
financial institutions (TD and RBC) and companies. 
Overall, Micro Ride activity added approximately 
$175,000 to the Ride campaign.

JDRF had set a target of $6.5 million for 2010 – 
an ambitious increase from the $6 million raised 
in 2009. We are happy to confirm that the 2010 
Ride for Diabetes raised more than $7.1 million 
– an eight per cent revenue growth over the 
previous year! The Ride’s ongoing success is 
a testament to the hard work of both staff and 
volunteers, and proof that our model of grassroots 
participation continues to draw strong support from 
corporate Canada.  n

Company Name
TD Bank
RBC
Scotiabank
National Bank Financial Group
CIBC / INTRIA Items Inc.
Deloitte
Bell Canada
PricewaterhouseCoopers
BMO Financial Group
Macquarie Group Foundation

In 2010, these companies were the top 10 corporate 
participants in terms of dollars pledged. Together, they 
pledged $4 million toward diabetes research.

Top 10 Corporate Rides for Diabetes Research 
Participants 



Gala

In communities across Canada, thousands of 
JDRF supporters come together for an elegant 
evening to raise funds, connect and celebrate. 

For many of our volunteers, community partners, 
donors, sponsors, staff and guests, these Galas are 
the social event of the year.

JDRF Galas represent a core fundraising program 
for the Foundation. In 2010, more than 3,000 people 
attended Galas in eight cities nationwide and raised 
an impressive $2.2 million.

Each Gala features a different theme. In Kelowna, 
guests “Celebrated our Successes” with a dazzling 
Starlight Gala. Vancouver’s Rockin’ for Research 
event featured a “Night of a Million Wishes” theme. 
While Calgarians “Rev’d it up for Research” with 
raffles for champagne and a Harley, Edmontonians 
relaxed and enjoyed their “Denim and Diamonds” 
theme. At every event, guests enjoy a formal dinner, 
entertainment and dancing, plus the excitement of a 
live or silent auction. 

The Montreal Gala highlighted diabetes research 
progress in the company of guest of honour Mr. Louis 
Vachon, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
National Bank Financial Group. “The 2010 Benefit 
Evening in Montreal was a magical event! Guests 
were invited to come together and celebrate 
breakthroughs in diabetes research,” said Derek 
Patterson, Chairman of the Gala Committee in 
Montreal. “Events like this are important as they 
not only raise money for the diabetes community in 

Montreal, but also help JDRF and everyone touched 
by diabetes across Canada. A total of $630,000 
was raised by the very generous Montreal business 
community and families living with type 1 diabetes. 
It’s my hope that more funds for research will be 
raised in 2011, and we will find a cure for everyone 
affected by this disease.” 

The highlight of the evening is always JDRF 
Canada’s signature auction, Fund-A-Cure. Similar to 
a live auction, Fund-A-Cure provides guests with the 
opportunity to donate at the gift level of their choice 
and receive a Fund-A-Cure Bear, as well as a tax 
receipt for their contribution.

We would like to thank the many volunteers and 
supporters for their generosity, and for making these 
very special fundraising events possible. 

Planning and hosting an event of this high calibre 
requires tremendous work and dedication. As the 
driving force behind the Rockin’ for Research Gala 
for a dozen years, Vancouver’s Carol Hagan is 
one of the hardest working and most dedicated 
volunteers JDRF could hope for. 

Last year, the Gala raised more than $1 million, an 
astonishing climb from the $75,000 raised in its first 
year. “Twelve years ago, we were the new kid in 
town and it was a tough sell,” admits Carol. Now, 
tickets are quickly snapped up for the event, which 
includes a live band and one of the biggest auctions 
in the city. 

The key to the Gala’s success is an organized 
approach, as well as lots of hours put in by a team 
of about 15 volunteers. Work on the November 
event begins in January. Carol is in the JDRF office 
three to five days a week, loving “the opportunity to 
be creative and work with amazing people.”

Carol’s dedication is motivated by the desire to 
help her 21 year old son and all others affected by 
type 1 diabetes. “I’ve seen how many people this 
disease touches. Volunteering with JDRF makes 
me feel that I’ve made a worthwhile contribution to 
their lives.”  n



Outreach

Adiagnosis of type 1 diabetes can often be 
confusing and overwhelming. To support 
individuals and families through all stages 

of life with type 1 diabetes, JDRF launched its 
Outreach program in 2006. The program provides 
meaningful social, emotional and practical support 
and information to newly diagnosed children, adults 
and their families. It is also a means by which the 
Foundation connects with families in order to share 
information about research updates and other 
progress. Since its launch four years ago, Outreach 
has grown and is now offered by all JDRF Chapters 
across Canada.

Count Me In
Count Me In is a very important Outreach initiative 
that allows JDRF to build and maintain an accurate 
database of Canadians living with type 1 diabetes. 
Currently, there is no system in place to capture 
the number of Canadians affected by this disease, 
which is critical when advocating the government 
for support. All participants of the Count Me In 
program receive an Empowerment package, which 
includes information about diabetes research, 
government advocacy, support, special offers and 
fundraising opportunities. To date, more than 3,200 
individuals have registered with the program.

Bag of  Hope
A very special initiative for children newly 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, the Bag of Hope 
is a complimentary kid-sized knapsack filled with 
a variety of educational and reference materials. 

Sponsored by Roche (Accu-Chek), the Bag of 
Hope also includes Rufus or Ruby, the Bear 
with Diabetes™, a plush friend designed to help 
children under the age of 12 cope and learn 
about insulin injections.

Once a family receives a Bag of Hope, they become 
part of JDRF’s Family Network. The local JDRF 
Chapter will pair them with a mentor family to 
share information, experience and support. Since 
its Canada-wide launch in 2008, the mentoring 
program has introduced more than 1,200 families 
living with diabetes to the Network.

School Advisory Toolk i t
Recognizing that parents have special concerns 
when sending a child with diabetes to school, 
JDRF recently formed a partnership with 
LifeScan Canada to develop a School Advisory 
Toolkit. The toolkit will provide information on 
such topics as: Communicating with Schools, 
Diabetes Basics, Parent-School Relationship, 
Educate the Educator, and more.

Outreach Volunteer Network
Strengthening the volunteer force behind the 
Outreach program, JDRF’s recently created National 
Outreach Committee now meets bi-monthly. 
The Committee, which consists of all Volunteer 
Outreach Chairs from each region across Canada, 
provides direction on current Outreach programs 
and activities, shares best practices and discusses 
future initiatives.

Diabetes Research Symposiums
For the third year in a row, nationaly, JDRF 
Diabetes Research Symposiums offered families 
an opportunity to learn about the latest diabetes 
research funded by JDRF, hear motivational 
speakers and stay apprised of innovative scientific 
discoveries around diabetes. 

In 2010, JDRF held symposiums in 15 cities across 
the country. Topics included diabetic retinopathy, 
stem cell therapies, the Edmonton Protocol, islet 
regeneration therapy, and gene delivery to improve 
islet cell transplantation. 

We are grateful to our national sponsors Bayer, 
Eli Lilly, Medtronic and Walmart for their support.  n



Hon. Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for Science and Technology 
and the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario, and Andrew McKee, President & CEO, JDRF Canada.

Government Relat ions

In 2009, JDRF and our supporters spoke up – 
and we were heard! We took our message to 
the government and launched an historic new 

partnership, continuing the development of several 
dynamic initiatives.

Canadian Clinical Trial Network (CCTN)
In 2010, JDRF undertook the ambitious task of 
developing a world-class clinical trial network. 
Through an innovative partnership with the 
Government of Canada, and supported by 
$20 million in funding from the federal government 
and an additional $13.9 million from JDRF, the 
CCTN will set the standard for clinical trials 
to speed advances in cures, therapies and 
technologies that will improve the lives of people 
with type 1 diabetes.

Already, the CCTN has announced that the 
University of Waterloo will serve as the Informatics 
Coordinting Centre. Now, clinical trials are being 
selected and prioritized. JDRF has committed to 
launching three clinical trials related to the Artificial 
Pancreas Project.

On December 1, 2010, we provided Members of 
Parliament (MPs) and Senators with an update 
on the CCTN at an all-party breakfast meeting on 
Parliament Hill. Funding for the CCTN was the 
result of our efforts in lobbying the government 
over the last several years, and we will continue 
to work with MPs and government officials to build 
upon this foundation for future successes.

National  Grassroots Subcommit tee
We recognize that no one can spread JDRF’s 
message better than our volunteers. The 
National Grassroots Subcommittee is comprised 
of volunteer advocates who are dedicated to 
increasing JDRF’s voice and awareness with MPs 
across the country. We already have more than 
3,265 active advocates across Canada! 

In 2010, we focused our efforts on identifying 
Riding Captains, who are responsible for 
organizing and directing JDRF’s grassroots 
advocacy for specific electoral ridings. When 
an “Action Alert” is sent out by JDRF, the 
Riding Captains will help marshal volunteers 
to communicate with all 308 MPs to spread 
JDRF’s message. 

One of JDRF’s advocates even helped to spread 
our message to outer space! At the request 
of thirteen year old JDRF advocate, Myriam 
Paquin, astronaut Piers Sellers carried the JDRF 
flag into space on the space shuttle Atlantis 
STS-132 in May 2010. 

Raise Your Voice
Raise Your Voice, JDRF’s writing campaign that 
mobilized grassroots advocates across the country, 
continued in 2010. Families wrote to MPs to 
express thanks for their initial commitment to the 
CCTN and to encourage continued support. 

Pre-Budget Consul tat ions 2010
On August 13, 2010, JDRF participated in the 
Standing Committee on Finance Pre-Budget 
Consultations in Ottawa. Andrew McKee, President 
and CEO of JDRF, outlined the importance of 
the federal government continuing to support 
the science and technology industries through 
a significant and sustained commitment to 
partnerships between private and public sectors 
which promote cutting-edge research, innovation 
and commercialization.

Our presentation of JDRF’s priorities was well-
received by members of the committee. We 
are looking forward to other opportunities to 
engage government officials regarding increased 
investment for type 1 research.  n
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Awareness

Meghan, age 7, diagnosed at 6 years of age; 
Makyla, age 9, diagnosed at 17 months;  
Demar, age 10, diagnosed at 6 years of age; 
Ashlynn, age 8, diagnosed at 11 months. 



Diabetes Awareness Month

November is always a high point in JDRF’s 
calendar, and in 2010, we celebrated 
National Diabetes Awareness Month with 

a variety of exciting initiatives. These events and 
programs raise awareness of our organization and 
support of those living with diabetes in Canada.

One of our favourite activities is the annual video 
contest. For the third year, JDRF invited youth 
aged 10 and older to submit a video of up to three 
minutes in length sharing their personal stories, 
goals and accomplishments living with type 1 
diabetes. The top three videos selected by the 
Leadership Volunteer judging panel were posted 
online at www.jdrf.ca, where the general public were 
invited to vote for their favourite. Congratulations to 
our first place winner, Alanna Nielsen!

The theme of the 2010 video contest, “What are 
you doing to champion the fight against diabetes?” 
carried over into JDRF’s social media initiatives. 
Visitors to the JDRF Diabetes Awareness Month 
microsite (www.worlddiabetes.ca) were encouraged 
to share their photos, thoughts and inspirations on 
our new World Diabetes Day Canada Facebook 
page (where they could also watch a video from 
Andrew McKee), Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. 

Through these social media networks, JDRF 
recognized and celebrated Diabetes Champions 
across Canada. Champions are people touched 
by diabetes, including friends and family, diabetes 
researchers, healthcare practitioners, volunteers, 

diabetes educators, advocates, life science 
partners, community leaders, role models, mentors, 
and elected officials, just to name a few.

At the heart of the month is World Diabetes Day 
(November 14), a day designated by the United 
Nations to globally recognize and celebrate those 
living with diabetes. For the third year in a row, 
JDRF partnered with the Canadian Diabetes 
Association (CDA) and Novo Nordisk for combined 
initiatives in communities throughout Canada. 
Eli Lilly also joined us in 2010 as a silver sponsor.  

Once again, buildings and monuments across the 
country were illuminated in blue on World Diabetes 
Day: the CN Tower in Toronto, Banting House 
in London, the Northern Lights Casino in Prince 
Albert, Canada Place in Edmonton, Rogers Arena in 
Vancouver, and many more. All cast a blue glow on 
the night sky, commemorating the day and raising 
awareness of diabetes. 

Local groups caught the spirit with their own unique 
blue-themed activities. Ancaster High School 
deserves special recognition for setting a Guinness 
World Record by creating the largest Macarena 
dance in honour of World Diabetes Day. All 1,861 
participants dressed in blue and dance in a circle, 
the international symbol for diabetes.

Other awareness-raising initiatives included special 
supplements in Reader’s Digest, the Toronto Star 
and National Post on World Diabetes Day. In 

addition, we released our 2011 JDRF calendar, 
featuring core programs, outreach, advocacy, third-
party events, profiles of Diabetes Champions, and 
ways to get involved with JDRF. Calendars were 
distributed through JDRF Chapters and Walmart 
pharmacies across Canada.

JDRF would like to thank all of our sponsors, 
supporters, Champions and friends who made 
World Diabetes Day and Diabetes Awareness 
Month a huge success!  n
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Cont inued Support

Ezekiel, age 6, diagnosed at 4½ years of age; 
Miguel, age 10, diagnosed at 2½ years of age.



Corporate Donors

• Abbott Laboratories Limited
• Aegon/Transamerica Life Canada
• AGF Management Ltd.
• Alberto-Culver Canada Inc. 
• AMG Medical Inc. 
• Armour Transportation
• Astral Media
• Auto Control Medical Inc.
• Bayer HealthCare
• BD Medical – Diabetes Care
• Bell Canada
• Black Press Group
• BMO Financial Group
• BOB FM
• Bosa Development Corp
• Boston Pizza Foundation
• Calgary Herald 
• Ched Concept Restaurants and Hospitality 

Services 
• CIBC
• CTV Ottawa
• Colliers International

• Corby Distilleries Ltd.
• Crew Energy Inc. 
• CTVglobemedia Montreal 
• Deloitte.
• Diabetes Express
• Eli Lilly Canada   
• Ford Motor Company of Canada Limited   
• Global BC 
• Global Toronto
• Hyatt Regency Vancouver 
• Intria
• LifeScan Canada (OneTouch)
• Loblaw Group of Companies
• Longo’s 
• London Drugs
• Macquarie Group Foundation
• Medtronic of Canada  
• Myron Advertising + Design 
• National Bank Financial Group
• Novo Nordisk Canada
• Oliver & Bonacini Restaurants 
• Pfizer Consumer Healthcare

• RBC Foundation
• Piller’s
• PricewaterhouseCoopers Canada
• Reader’s Digest 
• Real Estate Weekly - Edmonton
• Roche  
• Rogers Broadcasting Group 
• sanofi-aventis Canada Inc.
• Scotiabank
• Sheraton Ottawa Hotel 
• Silpada Designs 
• Sobeys Inc. – Edmonton 
• Spin Master Ltd. 
• Sun-Rype Products Ltd. 
• TD Bank 
• TELUS 
• The Barrie Advance 
• The Georgia Straight
• UPS
• Vinyl 95.3
• Walmart Canada 

JDRF wishes to thank the following companies for their outstanding corporate commitment to our mission to find a cure for diabetes and its complications through 
the support of research and/or for contributing products and services throughout the year.



Right Here, Right Now
Transforming Lives Through Research 

JDRF’s Honour Roll

Major Donors

Gift Amount $1,000,000
• Marsha and Aubrey Baillie  
• Bonnie and Terry Jackson  
• Boston Pizza Foundation
• TELUS and its Team Members

Gift Amount $500,000 - $999,999
• RBC Foundation

Gift Amount $250,000 – $499,999
• CIBC 
• Cyclebetes 
• Galen Anderson-Dickie and the late Paul Dickie 

Gift Amount $100,000 – $249,999
• A.W.B. Charitable Foundation
• BMO Financial Group 
• Katherine and Neil Camarta
• Audrey and Alex Davidson
• Kim and Peter Enns 
• Carol and Larry Hagan
• Robert Hindle and Family
• The Josephson Family 
• Sheila and Irwin Lancit
• Marie and Robert MacRae
• Ofra and Steven Menkes
• National Bank of Canada 
• Scotiabank Group of Companies

• Karen and Ryan Shay
• The Shiff Family 
• Rhoda and Robert Vineberg 
• 2 Anonymous   

Gift Amount $50,000 – $99,999
• AGF Management Ltd.
• Alberta Building Trades Council Charitable 

Foundation
• Armour Transportation Systems/The Armour 

Family
• Sandie and Geoff Beattie
• Brenda and Simon Benattar 
• Fondation Martin Brodeur
• The Broer/Marshall Family 
• Janet and Tye Burt
• Joanne and Douglas Cohen
• CPI Canada 
• Michael Cruickshank  
• Deloitte & Touche Foundation Canada
• Diabetes Canada Trust
• The Economical Insurance Group
• Isabel and Wayne Fox 
• Jason Kelly Classic Golf Tournament
• The Leibel Family
• Macquarie Group Foundation
• The McKee Family
• Maureen and Peter Oliver 

• Brian Randall Charity Golf Classic 
• Rotating Right Inc.
• TD Bank
• United Way of Greater Toronto
• 3  Anonymous   

Gift Amount $25,000 – $49,999
• Abercrombie Foundation
• Aegon/Transamerica Life Canada
• Alberta Culture and Community Spirit
• The Aquilini Family
• Bagg Family Fundraisers; Spring Fling; Cuisine 

for a Cure; Swim for a Cure
• Bell Canada
• BMO Mosaik MasterCard Affinity Program
• Scott Bolton 
• The Bridle Bash Foundation
• Canada Safeway Limited
• Colliers International
• Cottonwood Shots for Kids 
• Mary and Gordon Christopher Foundation
• Evening for a Cure
• Fifth Avenue Autohaus
• Heather and Steve Frishling
• Gail and Jimmy Garfinkle 
• Glenmore Audi
• Grant Family Golf Tournament 
• Claire and Bryan Haynes



Major Donors

• Jewish Community Foundation of Montreal
• Juvenile Diabetes Golf Classic
• Kelowna Golf and Country Club Ladies Charity 

Golf Tournament
• Evelyn and David Kozloff 
• Karen and Lorn Kutner 
• Legends of the Game
• Shelly and Alan Norris 
• Annette Oelbaum & Family – In Memory of 

Ronald Oelbaum
• Office Interiors
• Lois and Tim O’Neill 
• Pentian Construction
• Regina JDRF Golf Tournament
• Royal Oak Audi
• sanofi-aventis Canada Inc. 
• Source Cable
• South Centre Fine Cars
• United Way of Calgary and Area
• TD Securities 
• Norman Warner 
• ZLC Foundation Charity Golf Tournament 
• Dr. Sidney and Debra Zucker
• 
Gift Amount $10,000 – $24,999
• All Hockey International Ball Hockey Tournament
• Robert C. and Barbara J. Armstrong
• Atlantic Province Trucking Association
• Avenir Sports Entertainment Ltd.
• Mary Ann Azzarello 
• Barbecues Galore 
• The Big Give 
• BMO Employee Charitable Foundation

• Flora and Nat Bosa
• Lorna Bosher
• Brass Hill Investments Limited
• J. Edward Brockhouse
• Marion and Michael Burnyeat
• Canada’s Research-Based Pharmaceutical 

Companies
• Canadian Jewellers Association
• Children’s Books for Charity
• Collumbin Family Fund at the Toronto 

Community Foundation 
• Le Fondation communautaire juive de Montréal
• Crown Plaza - Moncton
• The Crystal Ball - Windsor
• Stacey and Stuart Dalgleish
• Kristan and Ashit Dattani
• Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg
• Mary Jane Devine and Mike Cyr 
• Dinner with the Chiefs – Peel Regional Police
• Ekota Central Ltd.
• Electri-Tech Services Inc.
• Father Michael Luchka Memorial Charity Golf 

Tournament - Knights of Columbus
• Ron Ferguson
• Janis and Kenneth Finkelstein
• Margot and Brian Fitzpatrick
• Eldon and Anne Foote Foundation at Edmonton 

Community Foundation
• The Frocktail Party 
• Ira Gluskin
• Goodmans LLP
• Mary and Robert Goodfellow
• Grand Chapter of Alberta O.E.S. Foundation

• Sandy and Tom Hansen
• Haywood Securities Inc. 
• Lynn and Robert Hewett
• Highrise Window Technologies Inc.
• Dr. Wayne and Mrs. Rita Hildahl
• Hindle and Associates
• Prentice Lee and Angela Homer
• Milan and Maureen Ilich Foundation
• Independent Order of Foresters
• Cindy Innes and the late Drew Innes
• Jammin’ for JD
• JD Sweid Foods
• Journeys with Heart – Turquoise Turkey Tour
• J. P. Morgan Securities Canada Inc. 
• Yvonne Kala
• Jeffrey Kerbel
• Shawn Kimel
• Debbie and Danny Kornhauser
• Peter Lyall and Teddi Orenstein Lyall
• Tamara and Justin MacCormack 
• Majesta Irving Tissue
• Manitoba Building Trades Golf Tournament
• Manitoba Mustangs’ Charity Hockey Fund – 

Garth Lancaster
• M. Ann Marshall
• Maria and Ralph Matheson
• Yolanda Stepien and Dan McLeod 
• James Morris 
• Louise and Ian Mummery 
• The Night to End Diabetes
• Protech Chemicals Ltd.
• Sharon and Norman Puhl
• Jim Rager



Major Donors

• Red Deer Central Lions Club
• Redbourne Group Holdings Inc. 
• The Cyril and Dorothy, Joel and Jill Reitman 

Family Foundation
• Greta and Peter Reiskind
• Suzanne and Larry Ross 
• In Memory of Raymond H. Rudin 
• The Sabiston Family
• Joey Saputo
• Saskatchewan Provincial Building & Trades 

Council Golf Tournament
• Irvine Schein Hockey Tournament

• Blair Schultz 
• Jessica and Robert Shelley 
• Lorne Shiff
• Standard Life
• Sunlife Financial Services
• Sun-Rype Products Ltd.
• Tracy Cameron and Roland Susko
• Tournament of Triumph – Hamilton Police 

Services
• United Association of Plumbers and Pipefitters – 

Local 213
• United Way of Ottawa

• Vac Aero International Inc.
• Kelly and Billy Vance
• Rose and Wim VanderZalm
• The Herschel Victor Foundation
• Katharine and Tim Wall
• Waterloo, Wellington, Dufferin & Grey Building & 

Construction Trades Council Golf Tournament  
• Welland Ball Hockey
• Dr. Noah & Mrs. Myrna Weiszner
• Andrew D. Wilkin
• Beatrijs and Bruce Williams
• 5 Anonymous 

• Richard Anstett
• Marsha and Aubrey Baillie
• Succession Fedora Giroux Beaudoin
• Estate of Pauline Bergeron-Houle
• Estate of John Spencer Bigham 
• M. Bjegovich
• Estate of Beverley Pearl Bridge
• Estate of H. Joyce Burtenshaw
• Estate of Robert Chisholm
• Estate of Ron Courneyea 
• Estate of Elizabeth Jean Dickson
• Estate of Robert John Fischer
• Estate of James Geddes 
• Carol and Larry Hagan

• Estate of Marianne Hart
• Estate of B.T. Hazelton
• Estate of Ernestine Hopkins
• Bonnie and Terry Jackson
• Estate of Leah Kessler
• Beverley Kinshella
• Dorothy and Donald Lawless
• Estate of Jean Templeton Lindsay
• Estate of Lucy Lynn
• Estate of Donald Edward McCarthy
• Robert McLeish
• Paula Mussman
• Lorraine Pollock
• Tannis and George Richardson

• Estate of Theresa Helen Sansom
• Estate of Martha Serrels
• Estate of Bonnie Sheldon
• Louise and Paul Shewfelt
• Helaine and Allan Shiff
• David Skelly
• Estate of Margaret Cunard Smith
• Estate of Elizabeth Stewart
• Estate of Maureen Swaffer
• Estate of Henry William Thomas Tansley
• Margaret Taylor
• Estate of Betty Ann Marion Vodden
• Dr. and Mrs. D. Wright
• 13 Anonymous  

The Beta Society Legacy Gift Honour Roll



Canadian Research Funded in 2010

Immune Therapies

Carlen, Peter, M.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Juvenile Hypoglycemic Seizures, Consequences, 
Mechanisms and Treatment
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Osundiji, Mayowa, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Role of VMH BAD in Hypoglycemia 
Counterregulation
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Warnock, Garth, M.D., M.Sc.
Characterization of Pancreata
Characterization of T-cell Costimulatory Molecules 
in Pancreata from IAPCD
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Beta Cell Therapies

Gaisano, Herbert, M.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Controlling Alpha-Cell Glucagon Secretion to 
Optimze Glycemic Control
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON 

Johnson, James, Ph.D.
Career Development Award
Regulation of the Beta-Cell Life Cycle by Insulin
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Johnson, James, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Raf-1 in Beta-Cell Survival, Proliferation and Insulin 
Signaling
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Johnson, James, Ph.D.
Beta Cell Survival
Comprehensive High Content Screening to Prevent 
Beta-Cell Apoptosis
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Kieffer, Timothy, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Targetted Expression of Insulin to Intestinal 
Endocrine Cells
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Kieffer, Timothy, Ph.D.
Progenitor
Transgenic Pigs with Insulin Producing Gut K-Cells
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Korbutt, Greg, Ph.D.
Bioengineering
Bioengineering a Highly Visualized Ectopic Site for 
Islet Transplantation
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Lynn, Francis, Ph.D. 
Advanced Postdoctoral Fellowship
The Role of microRNA in Development of the 
Pancreatic Beta Cell
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

MacDonald, Patrick, Ph.D.
Career Development Award
Metabolic and Immunologic Interactions in Islet 
Graft Function and Loss
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB    

Mojibian, Majid, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Evaluation of Immunogenicity of Insulin Producing 
Gut K-Cells
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Nostro, Maria Christina, Ph.D.
Post-doctoral Fellowship Award
Derivation of Functional Beta Cells from Human 
Embryonic Stem Cells
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Rudnicki, Michael, Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Investigation of Induction of Pancreas Regeneration 
by Periostin
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Santamaria, Pere, M.D., Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant
Regenerative Capacity of the Diabetic NOD 
Pancreas upon Diabetes Reversal
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB
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Canadian Research Funded in 2010

Shapiro, James, M.D.
Centre Grant
Islet Protection, Regeneration and New Sites for 
Implantation
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Surapisitchat, James, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Differentation of Functional Beta Cells from Human 
Embryonic Stem Cells
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Van Der Kooy, Derek, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant/Scholar Award
Pancreatic Stem Cells
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Warnock, Garth, M.D., M.Sc., F.R.C.P.C.
Research Grant Award
Improving Islet Graft Survival by Blocking Negative 
Costimulatory Pathways
St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, ON

Wright, James, M.D., Ph.D.
Research Grant Award
Tilapia Islet Cell Biology-Characterization for 
Xenotransplantation
The University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Zandstra, Peter, Ph.D.
Bioengineering
Engineering Pancreatic Specifications from Human 
Pluripotent Stem Cell
Terrence Donnelly Centre for Cellular and 
Biomolecular Research
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON

Glucose Control Therapies

Anderson, Colin, Ph.D.
Research Grant Award
Modulation of Co-Inhibitory Pathways in Tolerance 
and Autoimmunity
The Governors of the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB

Delovitch, Terry, Ph.D.
Innate Immunity Grant
Novel Strategies for Innate Immune Modulation of 
Type 1 Diabetes
Robarts Research Institute, London, ON

Dutz, Jan, M.D., F.R.C.P.C.
Mucosal Immunity
Intestinal Barrier Function and TLR Signaling in 
Type 1 Diabetes
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Dutz, Jan, M.D., F.R.C.P.C.
Strategic Research Agreement
Treating Diabetes with Topical Calcipotriol-
Adjuvanted Vaccination
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Labrecque, Nathalie, Ph.D.
Immune Memory
Delineating the Role of Memory T Cells in 
Autoimmune Diabetes
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

Lesage, Sylvie, Ph.D.
Immune Memory
Elimination of Pathogenic T Cells through a Rare 
Regular T Cell Subset
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

MacPherson, Andrew, M.D., Ph.D.
Mucosal Immunity
Type 1 Diabetes Protection through Commensal 
Intestinal Bacterial Exposure
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON

Montane, Joel, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Prevention of Diabetes by T Regulatory Cell 
Recruitment to the Islet
McGill University Health Centre, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, Montreal, QC

Piccirillo, Ciriaco, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Integrating Genetics with Markers of Immune 
Response
McGill University Health Centre, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, Montreal, QC



Polychronakos, Constantin, M.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Rare but Highly Penetrant Alleles in the Genetics of 
Type 1 Diabetes 
McGill University Health Centre, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, Montreal, QC

Polychronakos, Constantin, M.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Mechanisms Involved in Novel Genetic Associations 
with Type 1 Diabetes 
McGill University Health Centre, Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, Montreal, QC

Ramanathan, Sheela, Ph.D.
Innovative Grant
Role of IL-15 in the Pathogenesis of T1D in the 
NOD Mouse
Université de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QC

Santamaria, Pere, M.D., Ph.D.
Scholar Award
A Novel Vaccine for the Prevention and Cure of 
Type 1 Diabetes
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Santamaria, Pere, M.D., Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Peptide-MHC-coated Paramagnetic Nanoparticles 
as Anti-Diabetogenic Vaccines
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Santamaria, Pere, M.D., Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Peptide MHC Class-I Coated Gold Nanoparticles for 
Treatment of T1D.
University Technologies International, Inc., Calgary, AB

Tan, Rusung, M.D., Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Mechanisms of Autoimmune Regulation by Natural 
Killer Cells
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Thebault, Pamela, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
Role of Memory T Cells in Pathogenesis of Type 1 
Diabetes
Hôpital Maisonneuve-Rosemont, Centre de 
Recherche, Montreal, QC

Complications Therapies

Boright, Andrew, Ph.D., M.D.
Research Grant Award
Genetic Studies of the SOD1 Locus and Diabetic 
Nephropathy
University of Toronto, University Health Network, 
Toronto, ON

Cooper, Ellis, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant
Hyperglycemia-induced ROS Impairs Synaptic 
Transmission in Autonomic Ganglia
McGill University, Montreal, QC

Fernyhough, Paul, Ph.D.
Priority Research Grant 
Mechanism of Distal Axonal Degeneration in 
Diabetic Sensory Neuropathy
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Fernyhough, Paul, Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Muscarinic Receptor Antagonists for Treatment of 
Diabetic Neuropathy
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Fernyhough, Paul, Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
High Content Screening of Sensory Neurons
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Fernyhough, Paul, Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Development of Therapeutic Candidates to Treat 
Diabetic Neuropathy
St. Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, MB

Geraldes, Pedro, Ph.D.
Advanced Postdoctoral Fellowship
Role of SHP-1 Regulating PDGF and EGF Actions 
in Diabetic Complications
Université de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QC

McBride, Heidi, Ph.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Investigations into the Rise and Fall of ROS in the 
Hyperglycaemic State
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Canadian Research Funded in 2010



Canadian Research Funded in 2010

Pacaud, Danièle, M.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Corneal Confocal Miscroscopy to Detect Diabetic 
Neuropathy in Children
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Perkins, Bruce, M.D.
Strategic Research Agreement
Corneal Nerve Fiber Density as a Biomarker of 
Early Neuropathy
University Health Network, Toronto, ON

Toth, Cory, M.D., F.R.C.P.C.
Innovative Grant
NFkB and RAGE-Mediated Changes in the Diabetic Brain 
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Touyz, Rhian, M.D., Ph.D.
Centre Grant
TOUYZ: NOX-derived ROS:Renal and Vascular 
Complications of Type 1 Diabetes
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

Zochodne, Douglas, M.D.
Interconnecting and Synergistic Pathways
Diabetic Neuropathy, Neuoronal Insulin and its 
Interaction with AGE-RAGE
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB

PARTNERSHIP

JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network (CCTN)
International Government Grant/Transportfolio
London, ON

Dixon, George, Ph.D.
Component of International Government Grant
Establishment of the Canadian T1D Clinical Trial 
Network Coordinating Centre
University of Waterloo, London, ON

Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Canada V
Partnership Program
Ottawa, ON

Kieffer, Timothy, Ph.D.
Beta Cell Regeneration for Diabetes

Rosenberg, Lawrence, Ph.D.
Design and Development of an Innovative 
Bioengineered Process for the Production of 
Pancreatic Endocrine Tissue for Treatment of 
Diabetes Mellitus

JDRF CLINICAL CENTRE FOR ISLET 
TRANSPLANTATION  
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

James Shapiro, M.D., Ph.D., Centre Director, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta

Jeffery Johnson, Ph.D., Co-Director
John Elliott, M.D., Ph.D., Co-Director
Greg Korbutt, Ph.D., Co-Director
Edmond Ryan, M.D., Co-Director
Ray Rajotte, Ph.D., Co-Director
David Bigman, M.D., Co-Investigator
Norman Kneteman, M.D., Co-Investigator

To advance outcomes and minimize risk of clinical 
islet transplantation, to study impact of successful 
islet transplant in control of secondary diabetic 
complications, quality of life and cost-utility benefit, 
and to optimize recovery of islets to enhance 
success with single donor islet transplants.



Financial  Review 2010

Consolidated Balance Sheet
As at December 31, 2010

2010 ($) 2009 ($)

Assets

Current Assets
Cash 6,047,285 1,705,429 
Short-term investments 1,062,093 7,786,082 
Accounts receivable 623,178 512,659 
Grant Receivable 691,177 —
Prepaid expenses and other assets 80,386 186,581 

8,504,119 10,190,751 
Capital assets 433,156 521,894 

8,937,275 10,712,645 
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable, accrued liabilities 
and deferred support 994,190 738,502 
Deferred leasehold inducement 232,732 235,614 

1,226,922 974,116 
Net Assets

Unrestricted 7,624,853 9,653,029 
Restricted for endowment purposes 85,500 85,500 

7,710,353 9,738,529
8,937,275 10,712,645 

Consolidated Statement of Public Support, Other Revenues and Expenses
For the year ended December 31, 2010

2010 ($) 2009 ($)

Public Support Revenues
Campaigns 21,984,877 21,936,455 
Direct response 119,990 159,043

22,104,867 22,095,498 
Other revenues

Investment Income 44,416 30,019
Unrealized gain on short-term investments 8,645 6,227
CCTN grant revenue 5,691,177 —

5,744,238 36,246 
27,849,105 22,131,744 

Less: Direct expenses (4,516,185) (4,593,992)
23,332,920 17,537,752 

Other expenses
Research support 8,293,663 8,877,987 

CCTN Research 8,274,710 —

Public education and advocacy 3,687,571 3,499,577 
20,255,944 12,377,564 

Supporting services
Management and general 1,402,324 1,144,088 
CCTN General 1,386,090 —
Fundraising 2,316,738 2,051,395 

5,105,152 3,195,483 
25,361,096 15,573,047 

Surplus (deficit) for the year (2,028,176) 1,964,705 

Report of Management

Management is responsible for the 
preparation of the Foundation’s 
financial statements and other 
financial information in this report. This 
responsibility includes maintaining 
the integrity and objectivity of the 
financial records. The Foundation 
maintains a system of internal 
controls designed to provide 
assurance that its records include 
the transactions of its operations.

The financial statements have been 
reported on by the Foundation’s 
auditors, PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP, Chartered Accountants. The 
Board of Directors, through its 
Finance Committee, is responsible for 
determining that management fulfills 
its responsibilities in the preparation of 
the financial statements, and ensures 
the financial and operational controls 
of the Foundation are adequate.

The Audit Committee reviews the 
financial statements and meets with 
the auditors. The auditors have full 
and free access to management, the 
Finance Committee, and the Audit 
Committee in carrying out their work.

The data on this page has been 
extracted and summarized from 
the audited financial statements. 
A complete set of financial 
statements is available upon request 
from the Finance department at 
(647) 789-2002. Charitable business 
number 11897 6604 RR0001.  n

Functional Expenses

Management and General 5.5% 

CCTN Research 38.2%

Research, Education, 
and Advocacy 47.2%

Fundraising 9.1% 

Public Support and Other Revenues

Campaigns/
Special Events 

79%

CCTN Grant Revenue 
20.4%

Direct Response 
0.4%

Other Revenue  
0.2%
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Board of Directors and 
Officers
Aubrey Baillie, Chair of the Board
Alex Davidson, Treasurer
Dr. David Kozloff, Secretary
Andrew McKee, President & CEO
Mike Cyr
Darrin Davis
Sheldon Finkelstein
Bryan Haynes
Mike Hopkins
Judy M. Hunt
Jonathan Lister
Mollie Miller
Sean Murray
Peter Oliver
Lorne Shiff
Matt Varey
Bruce Williams
In memory of Denis Pellerin,  
Board member 2007 - 2011

National Support Office
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation Canada
2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800
Toronto, ON  M2J 5A9
Toll Free: 1.877.CURE.533

Atlantic Region
Halifax
1658 Bedford Hwy. Suite 2055
Bedford Place Mall
Bedford, NS  B4A 2X9
Toll Free: 1.888.439.5373

Moncton
Tel: (506) 852-4415

Saint John, NB
37 Neck Road
Summerville, NB  E5S 1A2
Tel: (506) 763-0001

St. John’s, NL
P.O. Box 76, 8 Track Road 
Mobile, NL  A0A 3A0
Tel: (709) 334-3312

B.C. & Yukon Region
Vancouver
6450 Roberts Street, Suite 150
Burnaby, BC  V5G 4E1
Toll Free: 1.877.320.1933

Victoria
P.O. Box 37042 RPO Millstream
2401 F Millstream Road
Victoria, BC  V9B 0E8
Tel: (250) 220-5857

Kamloops
347 West Seymour Street
Kamloops, BC  V2C 1E8
Tel: (250) 374-0599

Kelowna
2095 Brentwood Road
Kelowna, BC  V1P 1H2
Tel: (250) 765-7711

North Central Alberta & 
NWT Region
Edmonton
17321 – 108 Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB  T5S 1G2
Tel: (780) 428-0343

North Eastern Ontario 
Region
Ottawa
1600 Merivale Road, Suite 206
Ottawa, ON  K2G 5J8
Toll Free: 1.866.796.5373

Prairie Region
Winnipeg
191 Lombard Avenue, Suite 1101
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0X1
Tel: (204) 953-4477

Regina
P.O. Box 3924
Regina, SK  S4P 3R8
Tel: (306) 543-5451

Saskatoon
RR4 Site 12 Box 8
Prince Albert, SK  S6V 5R2
Tel: (306) 314-9533

Quebec Region
Montreal
615 Rene-Levesque Blvd. W.  
Suite 330
Montreal, QC H3B 1P5
Toll Free: 1.877.634.2238

Southern Alberta Region
Calgary
1608-17th Avenue S.W., Suite 204
Calgary, AB  T2T 0E3
Tel: (403) 255-7100

South Central Ontario 
Region
Mississauga
6620 Kitimat Road, Unit 1A
Mississauga, ON  L5N 2B8
Tel: (905) 608-8067

Barrie
1013 Bayfield Street North
Midhurst, ON  L0L 1X1
Toll Free: 1.866.413.5373

Hamilton
202 – 180 James Street South
Hamilton, ON  L8P 4V1
Toll Free: 1.866.602.6662

South Western Ontario 
Region
Waterloo
684 Belmont Avenue W., Unit 103
Kitchener, ON  N2M 1N6
Tel: (519) 745-2426

London
309 Commissioners Road, Unit A #2
London, ON  N6J 1Y4
Tel: (519) 641-7006

Windsor
3347 Randolph Avenue
Windsor, ON  N9E 3E8
Tel: (519) 972-6676

Toronto Region
2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800
Toronto, ON  M2J 5A9
Toll Free: 1.877.CURE.533

Directors and Locat ions 2010
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Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
2550 Victoria Park Avenue, Suite 800

Toronto, ON M2J 5A9
1.877.CURE.533 | 647.789.2000

www.jdrf.ca


