
Good morning/afternoon

My name is ____________ and I’m here to talk to you as about type 1 diabetes and 

the JDRF Canadian Clinical Trial Network. 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me today.

[Feel free to add something at this point about your own connection to JDRF and/or 

T1D and why research matters to you.]

Before we begin, here is some leave-behind information for you, including a copy of 

the powerpoint presentation that I’d like to walk you through and also a copy of the 

JDRF CCTN 2016 Pre-Budget Submission that was made in February.
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Founded by parents of children with T1D, JDRF is the largest charitable supporter of T1D 

research. JDRF does this by accelerating the pace of breakthroughs aimed at curing, 

preventing and treating T1D and its complications. 

JDRF is supported by more than 250,000 Canadians in 75 communities from coast to coast. 

While the precise cause of T1D is not yet known, we do know that something triggers the 

body’s immune system to begin destroying the insulin-producing beta cells within the 

pancreas. Lacking these beta cells, the body loses its ability to regulate blood-sugar. As a 

result, people with T1D must inject insulin several times a day and carefully monitor their 

blood sugar levels to ensure they don’t get too high or too low. 

Most people with T1D still experience life-threatening highs and lows. Complications 

include diseases of the eyes, heart and kidneys. Left untreated, even death. 

Many people mistakenly believe that insulin is a cure when it is actually a treatment. At 

present there is no cure for Type 1 diabetes. Of all the autoimmune disorders, scientists tell 

us that Type 1 diabetes holds the most promise of a cure. Finding a cure and improving the 

lives of those with Type 1 diabetes drives everything we do. 
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The JDRF CCTN was established in 2009 with $20 million in funding from the Federal 

Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario) and $13.9 million 

from JDRF. 

An incubator and accelerator for clinical trials aimed at curing, treating and preventing Type 

1 Diabetes, JDRF CCTN brings together researchers from dozens of provincially-funded 

hospitals and research institutions to run multi-site clinical trials.

JDRF CCTN fosters innovation and collaboration, helping to bridge the gap between 

fundamental research and commercialization by carefully vetting projects to help spread 

and scale the most proven and promising approaches. 
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JDRF CCTN has exceeded all expectations! To date, nine peer-reviewed clinical trials have 

been funded as well as an exciting technology project which holds the promise to save lives 

and health care costs through improved diabetes self-management using electronic mobile 

devices. 

Instead of 152 jobs, 266 good quality jobs have been created in the knowledge-based 

research sector, helping Ontario and Canada to attract and retain the best and the brightest 

research minds. Additional funding provided by Lilly Canada has created seven new 

fellowships, advancing the training of young researchers. 

Perhaps most importantly, we’ve created an infrastructure and capacity for diabetes 

research which increases Canada’s competiveness when attracting global research dollars
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At this point, we’d like to offer a few examples of the really exciting work that JDRF CCTN 

makes possible. The CONCEPTT trial, which involves 324 women at eight centres in Canada 

and 10 internationally, shows very real promise of improving maternal health outcomes by 

reducing congenital defects and birth injury. 
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Another, the ViaCyte trial, currently underway at the University of Alberta in Edmonton 
utilizes state of the art cell therapy and encapsulation technologies to provide a functional 
cure for diabetes, by introducing pancreatic progenitor cells into the body via a permeable 
device which protects them from the body’s inevitable immune attack as they develop into 
insulin-producing beta cells. 

It just might give people the ability to avoid dangerous blood sugar highs and lows without 
monitoring their blood sugar levels or the need for daily insulin injections for up to 24 
months at a time. 

The Edmonton team is led by Dr. James Shapiro, globally renowned for having developed 
the Edmonton protocol for pancreatic islet replacement. 

Success paves the way for improved patient outcomes and quality of care and gives Canada 
the opportunity to once again be a leader and innovator in diabetes research. 

Other exiting research is also underway, including a study which aims to improve diabetes 
management for adolescents, reducing severe incidents of hyper- and hypo-glycemia that 
still claim too many young lives. Another seeks to prevent the devastating complications, 
including vision loss, nerve damage and kidney disease, associated with diabetes (Type 1 
and Type 2.)
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JDRF CCTN is now ready to scale up nationally, bringing its benefits to all Canadians. We are 

requesting a $25 million commitment from the Government of Canada and will commit 

$15M in funds from Canadian donors, making at least $40 million available to fund up to 10 

new clinical trials across Canada. 

JDRF has identified three potential sources of funding: creation of a new JDRF Canada 

Transfer Payment Program, similar to those that have been set up for Canadian Partnership 

Against Cancer, Brain Canada and others, Economic Development Funding under the 

Ministry for Innovation, Science and Economic Development, or the Health Care Policy 

Contribution Program (HCPCP). We are open to your ideas of where the funding could 

come from.
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We’d like to conclude by highlighting just a few of the benefits of investing in JDRF CCTN. 

First of all, we believe that the network can be the bridge between fundamental research 

and commercialization that will result in improved health outcomes and quality of care for 

hundreds of thousands of Canadians with diabetes and their families. A number of these 

studies could lead to drastic reductions in health care costs both for our publicly funded 

system and for the out-of-pocket costs that families must cover themselves. 

Because the research network is already up and running, projects can be identified and 

funding can start flowing to clinical trials within 6-9 months. 

Finally, Canada has a history of leadership when it comes to diabetes research, from the 

development of insulin therapy by Banting and Best to the Edmonton Protocol. 

As a result of the Government of Canada’s investment, Canada is now home to a 

significantly larger portion of JDRF’s funding for global trials. Canadian researchers now 

participate in up to 19% of the global clinical trials JDRF is funding worldwide even though 

Canada has approximately 2% of the global population.  Investment in JDRF CCTN gives 

Canada the opportunity to once again be a leader and innovator in diabetes research.
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If you agree that this is an area that Canada should be investing in, there are two ways you 

can help.

First, I’d ask that you write a letter of support to the Minister of Health. Please copy JDRF 

on your letter.

Second, I’d like to ask that you [join/continue in your role] as a member of the All-Party 

Diabetes Caucus. 

Finally, I’d ask that you Promise to Remember Me and the JDRF Clinical Trial Network when 

you return to Ottawa this fall.
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