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House of Commons

Ottawa ON

K1A 0A6

Dear Member of Parliament,
As a family in your riding living with diabetes everyday, we are calling upon you to support Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’s (JDRF) proposal to create a Clinical Trial Network for diabetes research through a strategic partnership with the Government of Canada.   JDRF is seeking funding in the next federal budget and we need your help.

Highlights of the JDRF Proposal include:

· Funding partnership of $125 million from the federal government to create a Clinical Trial Network for diabetes research in Canada. JDRF has made a commitment of at least $50 million to this partnership.  The Network can be operational in 3 to 6 months, providing immediate economic advantages.
· Social advantages which will be created for all Canadians include reduction in the incidence and prevalence of diabetes, implementation of a proven knowledge translation model and creation of a virtual nationwide infrastructure for all disease research. 

· The Network will create significant and immediate fiscal benefits, particularly in the areas of Finance, Health and Industry through more effective use of government investment.  The Partnership will catalyze-results and longer-term commercialization opportunities.

· The purpose of the Network is to fund the translational gaps to take basic research discoveries towards commercialization: moving research from “bench to bedside” and creating a legacy for research commercialization.  

· The Clinical Trial Network is not disease-specific, as the platform would constitute a template that could be accessible by other disease researchers, organizations and funders to promote other disease research through to commercialization.  This proposal will create the first national ‘template’ for translational research, such as JDRF has already done in the US and Australia.

· This initiative will create a virtual clinical trial, collaboration and management platform, using diabetes research as an exemplary science and health innovation model to leverage the federal government’s investment by attracting and maintaining world-class researchers to Canada.
Given the escalating impact of diabetes on Canadians and this country’s healthcare system, I would ask that you make funding the proposed Clinical Trial Network between JDRF and the Government of Canada a budget priority.  Funding a Clinical Trial Network is a priority for my family.
I look forward to receiving copies of your letters of support to Finance Minister Flaherty, Health Minister Aglukkaq and Science and Technology Minister Goodyear.

Sincerely,

