September 2006

Prime Minister/Minister

House of Commons

Ottawa ON  K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister/Minister:

I am writing in support of Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) and the thousands of Canadians living with Juvenile (Type 1) Diabetes everyday.

Over 200,000 people in Canada have juvenile (Type 1) diabetes.  Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune disease and is the most severe form of diabetes, striking infants, children and young adults leaving them insulin-dependent for life with the constant threat of developing devastating complications.  Type 1 diabetes is different from Type 2 diabetes, which is generally referred to as adult-onset diabetes, which can be treated and in most cases, prevented with diet, exercise and sometimes drugs.  
Canadian researchers are world leaders in diabetes research and have made some promising discoveries that could put a cure within reach in a relatively short period of time.  But a cure remains out of reach without increased federal research dollars specifically for Type 1 diabetes.  

While understanding the competing priorities that the government must balance, JDRF sincerely believes that the rational for providing specific funding to diabetes research at this time is compelling:

· Canada has one of the highest rates of Type 1 Diabetes in the world and it continues to increase;

· Diabetes is one of the most costly chronic diseases with a price tag of over $13 billion a year in health care costs to Canadian taxpayers;

· Canada has one of the lowest rates of government support for diabetes research among countries doing diabetes research (i.e. United States, United Kingdom, Australia and Canada); 

· Canadian expertise in diabetes research is world renowned as recognized in the Globe and Mail’s 2005 series of “The Top 10 Things Canadians Do Best”;

· An investment in Type 1 Diabetes research is a direct investment in the future productivity and health of the nation’s population;
· The government stresses the importance of family and children in many of its policies, especially health care.  An investment into Type 1 diabetes will reinforce the government’s commitment to these areas.
I call upon you to secure a commitment of $25 million a year for five years targeted specifically to juvenile (Type 1) diabetes research.  Funding for Type 1 diabetes research is aligned with the government’s focus on children and its policy on promoting health and wellness.  It is also aligned with broader government and Canadian public priorities including improvements to the quality of health care, healthy families and children, and research, which enhances the well being of Canadians.

Targeted investments in health research can help us address challenges in the health care system.  One strategy for increasing access and reducing wait times is to decrease the number of Canadians who become ill and who need hospitalization.  An investment in the cure for Type 1 diabetes would generate billions of dollars in savings to the Canadian health care system.  The cost of the research pales in comparison to the annual return on the health care system. Now is the time to invest in the excellence of our researchers, in the sustainability of our health care system, in the future of the thousands of Canadians who live with this disease and in the potential legacy for a “Made-in-Canada” cure to share with the world. 

Prime Minister/Minister, I personally support the inclusion of this commitment and hope that you will consider it a priority of this Parliament.

Sincerely,

MP NAME 

